Page 1

REGULAR MEETING Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June. The
Society will next meet on Monday April 13th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville. The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at
7:30 pm so come early to chat and see the Show Table materials. The program will be by Steve Weinberger
whose talk is entitled "Micromounting - Not Just for the Small Minded". It explains the many reasons
why micro-minerals are such a fascinating endeavor and shows various techniques for making good
mounts. The last part gives a through-the-microscope look at a number of interesting minerals. Steve has
been in the lapidary and mineral hobby for over 40 years. His interest began with making cabochons, then
progressed to faceting, mineral collecting, micromounting and photomicrography. He has served as president
of the Gem Cutters' Guild of Baltimore and is currently serving as treasurer. He's also served as president of
the Eastern Federation and the American Federation and is currently Central Office Administrator and By-
laws chair for AFMS. Steve is also chairman of the EFMLS Wildacres Functioning Committee and Bylaws
Chair for EFMLS.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet on April 20th at 7:30 pm at the home of David and Nancy
Ballard. All Board members are expected to be there. Any member is welcome to attend but please let
Nancy know if you plan to attend.

NEW MEMBERS CURRY, John, 9503 Burgee Place, Frederick MD 21704-7842,
240 405 9670, jjeurry9@yahoo.com. Son Kellyn (2/03)

HENNESSY, Michael, 11998 San Ysidro Court, Woodbridge VA 22192-6248,

703 855 8535 (cell) (Second adult in David Hennessy household.)
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:

Well, wasn't that a great show and sale! We had a tremendous turnout, our vendors re-
ported very good sales, the club cases were full of good looking and interesting exhibits,
and the shop and demonstrators did a great job engaging our visitors. Of course there
were plenty of exclamations of "Ooh!" and "Wow!" and "Cool!", and the kids' table was
as popular as ever. In fact as far as | could see, all of our members working at the show
provided our visitors an enjoyable experience.

We also had one of our most successful raffles - we went through all 500 tickets and had to make
more! If you missed the end of the silent auction on Saturday, you missed an exciting event. The si-
lent auction became an open auction with a crowd of bidders vying for the 16 lots. The material was
from the estate of Jim Durborow, who was a Society member and Society president in the 1970s. The
club will receive a portion of the auction proceeds.

I can't thank you all enough for giving your time and effort to prepare and conduct such an excellent
show. So as not to miss anyone, | won't list names, but I can't pass up thanking our co-chairs Heather
Felsen and Pat Repik-Byrne. Heather and Pat did an incredible job of organizing this year's show.
They deserve a tremendous amount of credit for a tremendous event. And of course they had a lot of
help from many Society members. Pat remarked several times that she was very pleased our members
are so quick to pitch in.

So many of you put in a lot of work getting ready for the show, such as making the 400 (!) preforms
for the shop, assembling all of the equipment needed to put on the show, and collecting material to set
up the raffle, drawings, and auction. The show was well publicized (we couldn't ask for better timing
on the Post articles!), postcards and fliers were distributed, and signs, brochures, and giveaway maga-
zines were set out. Of course there was the touch-table, mini-mine, junior rockhound quiz, and FRA
exhibit that were set up for our younger visitors. And let's not forget all the free samples, labels, and
beautiful handmade bags for the kids too. There were tickets, certificates, contracts, and money to be
taken care of, plus all the hard work of setting up and then taking down the tables, chairs, cloths,
cases, shop equipment, electrical cables, and fluorescent tent. The preparation that you all put into
your exhibits and demonstrations really showed. And wasn't it great to have snacks and drinks (for
set-up day, and early mornings before show opening only), and even flowers at the hospitality table
again. You all did an outstanding job that we can all be proud of.

As we watched the last of the dealers push their things out the door at the end of the day Sunday, | felt
a bit sad it was over. It was great to spend the weekend with friends in our Society doing things we
enjoy (as well as getting some great new specimens!).

See you on the 13th, Mark

MINERALOGICAL RECORD One of the two lots sold at the March meeting for $87. The
unsold lot will be sold to a book dealer with proceeds to the Society. In April we will hold another
silent auction for another two years of these collectible magazines. One lot consists of Vol. V, 5 is-
sues, 1975, (No. 3 is missing), minimum bid $70. The other lot, VVol. VI, 6 issues, 1976, minimum bid
$75. The Minimum bid for each is half of the going retail price. As we get to more recent issues
these magazines become better and better.
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES:
The March 9, 2009 meeting was called to order by President Mark Dahlman at 7:46 pm, with approxi-
mately 54 people attending. Minutes of the February 9, 2009 regular meeting were approved.

President: Mark announced the two lots of Durburow material and the two volumes of Mineralogical
Record Magazine for the evening’s silent auction. One volume of Mineralogical Record sold and
both other lots sold. With postage rates going up Mark reminded us to please receive the newsletter
by email only, if possible. Wildacres applications were due by March 17" and the Society scholar-
ship was still available.

Show Downstairs: Pat Repik-Byrne had the volunteer sign up sheets. People were doing a great job
signing up. Exhibit cases were pretty well filled, thanks to all contributors. Space was only available
if you brought your own case.

Show Chairman: Heather Felsen reported that all dealers had submitted full payments; tables and
chairs were ordered; security was arranged, the final fairground payment was in; and she would soon
be hanging the banner.

Show Demonstrators: Bob Irby reported the demonstrators would include two faceters, the bead so-
ciety, the flint knappers, micro-mounter Tom Tucker and others, Joe Murter growing silver crystals,
and Mike Ellwood from the Calvert Marine Museum. The MD Geological Society would supply bro-
chures.

Field Trips: Jonathan Harris announced the upcoming Hunting Hill trips, Age 16 years and above
only. A trip to Pinesburg to find dolomite, barite, fluorite, and smoky quartz is also planned. Juniors
over 10 yrs are allowed with a parent. See field trips for details.

Publicity: George Durland distributed flyers to all that needed them.

FRA: Holly outlined the FRA evening program about collecting. It included how to strategically add
to a collection, curate the collection, and avoid some possible missteps. An introduction to the Moh’s
hardness scale would also be given, to prepare for the mineral identification program next month. The
FRA program will have a display at the show. Everyone was invited to see the program scrapbook.

Junior Advisor: Rod administered the junior door prize give away.

Speaker: Vice President, Elmer Lantz, introduced the evening speaker, £+
recently joined club member, Michael Miller. Michael gave a presenta-
tion entitled “Geofact or Artifact? How Stone Artifacts are Identified.’
We learned about archeological lithics, the study of chipped or ground
stone artifacts. The terminology of and processes for creating various shaped stones were &
presented. Clues were given for how to tell geofacts, naturally shaped stones, from arti- i5i& =
facts, those modified or shaped by man. We learned that arrowheads are a “recent” development
about 1,000 years BP (Before Present), present being 1950. A wealth of information and examples
~were packed into the presentation. Many questions from the audience showed their
. keen interest in the program. Michael was happy to identify items brought in by vari-
- ous club members. We were invited to take at a look at selection of examples he
8 brought including a wide variety of different materials. Thanks, Michael.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Editor: Wendell Mohr cautioned us about the fake Rock & Gem Magazine renewals, having received
one himself. The National Association of Geosciences Teachers Eastern Section will be holding their
spring conference May 14-17" at the Loudoun campus, N. VA Community College in Sterling. For a
fee there are programs and local field trips available. Wendell reported on the Delaware Gem and
Mineral Show, noting that all 24 display cases had nice liners and risers for professional look. He had
hint sheets for our members for exhibiting. The upcoming shows and events calendar was reviewed.

New Members: It was M/S/P to approve the membership of John Curry and son, Kellyn.
Treasurer: Andy Muir delivered the straightforward treasurer’s report “We’re solvent.”

Chuck Mason skillfully filled in for an absent Joel, by calling the show table. The door prize and
show table prize were also absent.

There was a rousing rendition of “Happy Birthday” in honor of Jack Busch’s upcoming 90" birthday.
Happy 90™ Jack.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM. Jeff Cessna, Secretary

SHOW

DURBOROW_ MATERIAL At the March meeting two small lots of mostly lapidary material
were sold and at the Show the remainder of the material was put up for silent auction. The Society
keeps 25% of the sales so we netted $282.25 and Versie Durborow got 75% = $846.75.
ATTENDANCE Nancy Ballard reports that we had 1588 paid attendees (and about 500 children).
That compares very favorably with last year’s 1324 paid. The wonderful Washington Post articles by
Ann Cameron Siegal, one in the Kids Post and the other in the Weekend section, certainly had a high
impact. Thanks, Ann.

LOST & FOUND On Monday after our show it was discovered that there was a jacket left at the
Fairgrounds by a child. It is a black velour jacket with leopard trim on the collar and sleeves. If you
claim this, or know of someone who will, call Lynn Strachan at the Fairgrounds: 301 926-3100, Mon.
- Fri., 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, or <LStrachan@mcagfair.com>.

RAFFLE Lot # 2 was won by Emma Bowers, while both lots #1 & #3 were taken home by Owen
Powers.

LAPIDARY REOQUEST A man at the show is looking to have some cutting done. Steven Fig-
man is looking for someone to do some trimming, cabs, and sawing. He will pay for the occasional
work. Contact him at 202-326-1300 if you are willing to help him.

EFMLS DRAWING At least 8 great prizes will be offered at the EFMLS Convention
and Show in October at Bristol CT, and more keep coming in. You can see these prizes in /s
color by going to <www.amfed.org/efmls> and downloading the March and April EFMLS
Newsletters. Tickets will be available soon and we will keep you posted.

AR, AFMS DRAWING, likewise, will take place at the AFMS Convention Aug. 1st at
Billings MT. Tickets for $5 each, or 5 for $20 may be bought by check addressed to
“AFMS Endowment Fund” along with SASE to Carolyn Weinberger, P.O. Box 302 Glyn-
don MD 21071-0302. Color photographs are at <www.anfed.org/endow2009.htm>.
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FIELD TRIPS:

Saturday April 18, Martin-Marietta Pinesburg Quarry 8 am to 1 pm, 14932 Bottom Road, Wil-
liamsport, MD 21795. This is a limestone quarry where there are vugs with quartz, calcite, dolomite,
barite, pyrite, and fluorite. Some fossils and concretions also appear in the quarry. Meet at the Man-
ager’s Office no later than 8:00 am. We will collect from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. Minimum age is 10,
minors must be with a parent. Please let Jonathan know if you plan to attend by April 11 so he can
provide the quarry with an accurate headcount. Directions to Pinesburg: Take 1-270 North to 1-70
West to 1-81 South (near Hagerstown). Take the Williamsport exit (2) right which is US 11 South.
Turn right at the third traffic light on MD 68 and continue for about a mile until you see a sign for
Bottom Road. (There is a cannery on the left and a brickyard on the right.) Take Bottom Rd. to the left
before the railroad tracks. After 2.3 miles you will see a sign that says DO NOT ENTER. Turn right
across the railroad tracks. Go to the second entrance and turn into the visitor's parking lot. It is about
| hour and 15 minutes from The Montgomery Village/ 1-270 intersection. No cost is involved.

April 19th, and May 17th, Hunting Hill Quarry in Rockville, 8:15 am. Minimum age is 16 (with
proper parental supervision.) Only paid members are permitted. You must reserve no later than one
week before the trip. Email <jgharris7@comcast.net> (best) or call Jonathan at 301-545-0808. In-
clude with any messages your name and contact information. The quarry needs a headcount a week
ahead, and contact information is needed in case of a last minute cancellation. If you show up without
prior signup, you will be asked to leave. All collectors must attend the safety briefing at the beginning
of the trip and follow all quarry rules. It is customary to pay $5.00 each for the quarry person.

Find your best way to the intersection of Shady Grove Road with Darnestown Road. (From 1-270
you may take 1-370 west to Great Seneca Highway, where you turn left, to Darnestown Road, where
you turn right.) Go North (West at this point) on Darnestown Road. Turn Left at the stop light at Tra-
vilah Road. Go 0.9 miles and turn left on Piney Meetinghouse Road. Go 0.1 miles to the quarry en-
trance on the right. Enter the property and stay right and meet at the office building.

Saturday May 2, Gettysburg Quarry, 7:45 am to Noon. Known for zeolite crystals, copper miner-
als, epidote crystals, and micromounts. Go North on 1-270. In Frederick, continue North on US 15
towards Gettysburg. Soon after entering Pennsylvania, exit onto PA-97, Baltimore Pike. Turn left on
Baltimore Pike/PA-97 and the quarry is 0.8 miles (toward downtown Gettysburg) on the left. The ad-
dress is 1575 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg, PA. Travel time about 1 hour 15 minutes from Rockuville.
The age limit for this trip is 10 years old; all minors must be carefully supervised by a parent. The
quarry manager emphasized the importance of staying away from forbidden areas-high walls and
drop-offs; adults or children venturing there will get our Society blacklisted from this site. You must
reserve a spot no later than April 25th. Email <jgharris7@comcast.net> (best) or call Jonathan at 301-
545-0808.

Saturday May 9, PCS Lee Creek Mine, Aurora, NC, 07:00 am. Drive time about
6 hours from Rockville. A classic site for fossil shark’s teeth and whale bones. We
have only 8 slots. You are only allowed into the mine once a season; please don't go
with our Society and then with another. They check driver’s licenses. If you get
caught you may get barred. Please sign-up with Jennifer Wingard at
<xtlresearch@yahoo.com> no later than April 29th. In an email please include both .

email and phone contact information and how many times and when you have been to the site. If you
don't have access to email, please call Jonathan at 301-545-0808. Jennifer or Jonathan will notify you
soon after if we have a slot for you. We would like to have at least one experienced person on the trip.
Note that "no-shows" for this trip are absolutely forbidden. The mine management reduces slots when
the requested ones are not fulfilled. Management is extremely strict and has no tolerance for even the
slightest infraction of rules. (Cont’d on Page 9)
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BE SAFE — BE WELL APRIL BIRTHDAYS
by Don Monroe, AFMS Newsletter Tom Cummins, Elsie Durland, Karen
September 2008 Durland, Quinn Hunter, Sierra Hunter,

Oh Say Can You See? Anna Marcus, Alexander McDonald,

Many, many of us do not se Melissa McDonald, Michele McMurtry,
as well as we would like or as Jason Millington, Earl “Eric” Smith,

well as we once could. All of Chuck Spencer, Michael Tihomirov,
these vision problems are not the result @f Virginia Vance, Charles Zellers.

aging. In some cases, other factors playja
part in creating the problem.

Pre-teens and older teenagers may hgve
sustained eye injuries while at play due tp
flying objects or missiles such as a shqt
from an air rifle. | well remember being hit
in the eye with the “ball” from a sweet-gum
tree. My cousin could really throw well for

a girl. Yes, it was very painful and it took April's Birthstone is Diamond.
several days to heal. A small amount gf The 478 carat Light of LetSeng
permanent damage resulted in what the dogc- diamond, produced from the Let$seng
tor called a “floater” which is in my eye to mine in Sept. 2008, was sold in Antwerp}|
this day. for $18.4 million, reflecting the remarkable

Excessive exposure to bright sunlight white color and clarity of the stone. It is
has a long-term effect on our eyes. This anticipated that a polished diamond of a
exposure can result in cataracts and other least 200 carats will be produced. This
eye damage. Sun glasses that reduce QV diamond was the third significant diamondj|
exposure can help. to be recovered at LetSeng folowing thg

Are we properly concerned with the Lesotho Promisein 2006, & theletSeng
lighting that we rely on when we read, writg Legacyin 2007.

or do close work?

The latest information | received fromn
my ophthalmologist indicates that all of ug
will have cataracts as we age. These wil
show up as yellowing in the eye and, for th
most part, surgery will not be required
Good lighting will assist us minimizing this
effect.

Regular eye examinations and correctije
lenses must become a way of life for us\lf
we are going to safeguard our
sight. | personally do not see
any pleasure in standing on a
street corner with a white cane
and a tin cup or having our
grandchildren read for us be-
cause we can't see.

The Light of LetSeng ranks as the
twentieth largest rough diamond ever
recovered. The LetSeng mine has now
produced four of the world’s largest rough
diamonds and the three largest diamondk
rcovered in this century.

London-listed Gem Diamonds owns
70% of the LetSeng mine in a joint venture
with the government of Lesotho. The ming
is located in the Maluti Mountains, is the
highest diamond mine in the world at an
altitude of 1,250 meters above sea leve
and one of the coldest places in Africa.

Credit Judith Kinnaird, SEG News- letter,

January 2009 (Society of Economic
Geologists.) via Juan Proafio

U

People say the darndest things! To a tour bus driver at Mount Rushmore in South Dakota:
“How did they know where to dig to find those faces? Rockbuster News May 2006




