PURPOSE: The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary
arts, and related subjects”.

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month
from September to June. The Society will next meet on Monday April 12th in
the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carnation Drive, Rock-
ville. The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available
to us at 7:30 pm so come early and chat with old friends and see what you and
others have on the Show Table.

The program will be “Blue Diamonds, Gems, Minerals, etc. — What’s New
at the Smithsonian?” presented by Dr. Jeffrey Post. Jeff, is a native of Wiscon-

Ph.D. in chemistry, with a specialty in geochemistry, from AZ State University. L= cls

Prior to joining the Dep’t. of Mineral Sciences at the Smithsonian Institution in 1984, he was a Postdoc-
toral Research Fellow for three years in the Dep’t. of Geological Sciences at Harvard University. From 1989
to 1994, he was Chairman of the Dep’t. of Mineral Sciences, and since 1991 has served as Curator of the U.S.
National Gem and Mineral Collection. Dr. Post served as the lead Curator for the Janet Annenberg Hooker
Hall of Geology, Gems and Minerals that opened in 1997.

His areas of research interest include mineralogy, gemology, geochemistry, crystallography, and electron
microscopy. He has published numerous scientific articles in these fields.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet on April 19th at the home of Andy Muir at 7:30 pm. All
Board members are expected to be there. Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you
plan to attend (301 990 1370).

REINSTATED MEMBERS: Welcome back!
John Curry, 9503 Burgee Place, Frederick MD 21704-7842,
240 405 9670, e-mail: jjcurry9@yahoo.com.

Kellyn (2/03)
Bill Porter, P.O. Box 385, Rockville MD 20851-0385,
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GLMSMC SHOW  Thank You from Pat Repik-Byrne (Exhibits Chair/“Downstairs Chair”)

Many, many thanks to our Show chair, Mark Dahlman, and to all who participated in our 2010 Show
and helped make it the finest ever. Mark arranged the venue, security, dealers, and many other very im-
portant details. More than 70 volunteers offered their time and talents to set up, take-down, and manage
the many activities in the downstairs area, including admissions, hospitality, raffle, kids touch table/mini
mine and shop. It was also inspiring to see several juniors (MOCKS) volunteering their time as well.
Special thanks to Wendell Mohr and others who worked in advance to print and put up signs, and pro-
duced the beautiful certificates that were given to show exhibitors and demonstrators. Thanks also to
George Durland for handling the publicity, and a very special thanks to Juan Proafio, Tom Parnell, and
Jennifer Wingard who traveled from afar to volunteer their time and efforts. Joel Rosen deserves a
commendation for arranging the bringing of the trailer to the show and for overseeing the electrical re-
quirements. The “Bag Lady”, Jo Ann Mohr, again made up hundreds of bags for children’s give-aways.

The Show would not have been a success without the exhibitors, demonstrators and dealers who helped
make it such memorable event. We exceeded previous shows in the numbers of exhibits and demon-
strations that took place this year. There were 60 (yes count ‘em 60!) total exhibits, including a wonder-
ful exhibit of Smithsonite by Dr. Jeffrey Post of Smithsonian Institution, and 5 very impressive exhibits
by juniors Jimmy Cummins, Olivia Luzier, Savannah Muir, Jessica Simonoff, and Abbie and Elena Ol-
shin. Jessica Simonoff, who is 11 years old, was the winner of the Turner Award (described separately
in this newsletter). The exhibits ranged from gems and jewelry, to various types of minerals and found
in various worldly locations, to the rock cycle, sands, fossils, impact crater, crystals and ever-amazing
fluorescents. A memorial case by Wendell Mohr dedicated to GLMSMC members who had passed on
was especially poignant. There were also 13 different demonstration activities organized by Bob Irby,
Demonstrations Chair, which included faceting, jewelry making, fossils, flint-knapping, radioactive
minerals, growing silver crystals, display and information on various uses of rocks. The cabochon-
making activities in the Shop area under direction of Don Turner and the Fluorescent Tent exhibit/ dem-
onstration area coordinated by George Durland were also big hits with attendees, as always.

Again, many thanks to our Show Chair and to all who gave of their time and effort to make the 2010
Show an incredible one.

Pat Repik-Byrne also needs not be humble for all the efforts she put in, including marshalling exhibit
and demonstrator layouts, volunteers, exhibitors, demonstrators, and dealer identification tags, to name
but a few. Her efforts were outstanding. Ed.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR PERSON We continue to be in desperate need of someone to serve as
Membership Chair for 2010. Please rise to this opportunity to contribute to our Society. Our Member-
ship Chair greets visitors, accepts applications from prospective members, collects dues, issues member-
ship cards, and keeps records of our Society's enrollment. The person automatically becomes a member
of the Board of Directors. You can do it. See Eric Kindahl and sign up!

Two collectors, one male, the other female, and relatively new at the Earth Science game got
together on a regular basis, and they usually discussed families or local gossip. One day, they
decided to change things a bit. They agreed that they would discuss important mineral locali-
ties like Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Koreas, and India etc. The guy said, “But what about Red
China?” “Fantastic... “, She responded, “it looks especially good on a white tablecloth!*
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES The March 8, 2010 meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Eric Kindahl at 7:39 pm, with approximately 61 people attending. It was M/S/P to approve the
minutes of the January 14, 2010 regular meeting, January 18, 2010 board meeting, and Februaryl5,
2010 board meeting.

President: Eric noted we are still looking for a membership chair. He attended the Eastern Federation
conference and had a program, including minutes of the last EFMLS meeting. He delivered the many
rewards garnered by the Society and club members, including a prestigious trophy award for the news-
letter editor, Wendell Mohr.

FRA: Holly McNeil presented a Fossil Badge to Jimmy Cummins, one of the original “MOCKS”.

Treasurer: Andy Muir briefly stopped spending money to give a report on club finances. Show ex-
penses are paid, income from dealers is in, and we just need the income from admissions. Steve McNeil
is auditing the club financial records, still in progress.

Editor: Wendell Mohr listed many upcoming shows, both near and far. Gemology and Advanced
Gemology are available from Montgomery County, taught by club members. The applications were
available for Wildacres, however Gerald Elgert reported the Spring Session is full.

Field Trips: Jonathan Harris dismissed the rumor that Manassas Quarry was closed by announcing a
field trip there. We must fill our trips to make it worthwhile for the quarry employees to show up.
Hunting Hill is now closed to all visitors due to an upper level management decision. There was discus-
sion of whether VA miner certification would be valid in MD. Club members are welcome at the More-
field Mine where new material has been blasted.

Show (Exhibits/Demonstrations): Pat Repik-Byrne pleaded for more exhibits and volunteers. The
lack of a February meeting has the numbers down. There were 34 exhibit applications compared to 55
last year. George urged all to participate and had flyers for distribution.

Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the evening,
Michael J. Colella. Michael presented “Suiseki —
The Art of Viewing Stones.” Suiseki has a long his-
o tory as far back as 200 years ago in China, Japan
M and Korea, with ties to religion, trade, the wealthy,
and the ruling classes. We heard about the strict | &
rules that govern the art. Michael has personalized SR
the art allowing for stones that speak to him, but
—l \wouldn’t be allowed under the rules. We saw exam- [ Photos by w. monr

ples from his collection, each with their |nd|V|duaIIy constructed wooden daiza (base). We also saw
many wonderful photos. Take another look when you’re out and learn to see. Thanks Michael.

Show: Mark Dahlman sent out 2,538 postcards. Don Turner needs more help in the shop and will train
potential teachers. Mark reminded volunteers to sign in for their free admission the day they help.
Every exhibitor gets a $10 certificate to use at the show. Jack Busch reminded us to wear our name
tags. Joel reported the club trailer with show supplies survived the winter.

Joel Rosen administered the drawings for the door prize and show table prize.

P ’w‘ 3
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm. Jeff Cessna, Secretary.\\"
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Board members present: Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, Jonathan Harris, Eric Kindahl, Wendell Mohr,
Andy Muir, Owen Powers, Pat Repik-Byrne, Joel Rosen. Non-Board member present: Holly McNeil.
President Eric Kindahl called the March 15, 2010 meeting to order at 7:34 pm.

President: Eric noted that it was nice to see the many award of club members at EFMLS.

Editor: Wendell reported member concerns about
posting names and addresses as contained in past Rock-
hounder issues. The roster is not posted online. The
specific instance has been removed. The board dis-
cussed opt-out boxes for the membership form. There
is still no membership chair. Eric contacted some sug-
gested people with no success. Bob Simonoff will put
a “locally collected” display at the Rockville Science
Day and is looking for display items or give-aways. — —a————— ———

New members should be directed to the website for the Library list. Wendell has a list for Club historian
with records we are required to maintain. For the show, Wendell updated the show flyer, reported on
give-away bag progress, and reported demonstrators list from Irby.

FRA: Some of our participants may join the few local kids to have graduated a badge program. It was
M/S/P to recognize the event, more details after the first occurrence.

Treasurer: Andy reported on the audit by Steve McNeil. After a few questions and clarifications, Steve
delivered letter, fairly stated. Andy will prepare condensed report for Wendell. Andy fixed our tax 1D
number on the bank accounts. He delivered a net worth statement.

Vice President: Owen has a speaker for next month, will get bio from Wendell.

Property: With options discussed, junior door prize will continue when juniors are present. Joel will
deliver a case to Elmer Friday to investigate construction options for replacement cases. Wendell deliv-
ered club lamps from Nancy Ballard. Joel bought new extension cords for show and has trailer ready.
Lapidary machine needed base board replaced, perhaps all could use this. It was M/S/P for Joel to buy 2
lapidary and 2 fossil door prizes for $200.

Field Trips: Jonathan discussed upcoming trip. He will investigate Hunting Hill options, if any.

\ | Show Downstairs Chair: Pat reported exhibits are up to 59, including 11 Joe Murter cases,

\[§| requiring more tables than last year. Pat will supervise case locations. We need more space
| for raffle jugs.

% Show Chair: Mark will use floaters for selling tickets and working in shop. Rules for front
o desk were discussed for documentation. He gave Pat 2" floor plan for back-up. A freelance

& photographer will be escorted by George. Mark sent 500 emails, Fairground sent 10,000.
Many last minute details were discussed. Next year’s dates are confirmed.

Y The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 pm. Jeff Cessna, Secretary
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FIELD TRIPS

Saturday April 10 National Limestone Quarry, Mt. Pleasant Mills PA. Time: 9 am at the
quarry office until when group leader has to leave. Age: Children must be accompanied by a parent.
Parent must remain close to child at all times. Our host has requested that we have at least 6 people.

This is a great site for wavellite, strontianite, and more recently, variscite and turquoise. Collectors
should bring a specimen from some other location for Eric Stahl, the manager of National Limestone
Quarry.

Mt. Pleasant Mills is about 3 to 3.5 hours away, but it is worth it! Children 10 and older are per-
mitted but a parent must stay near and supervise their children and leave the quarry with them if they
get too restless to be safe.

RSVP by April 3. Call to see if late sign-ups can be taken. It is important that people who sign up on
these and other trips attend.

Directions from Rockville: Take 1-270 north to Frederick and go north on US 15. After Liverpool
PA leave US 15 and take PA 104 to the intersection with PA 35. This will be Mount Pleasant Mills
PA. From this junction, where there is a traffic light, go north on
Route 104 about one-third of a mile and make the first left turn
(Heister Valley Rd.) Proceed a little ways to the first left turn on this
= road (T369 may be called Flint Valley Road) and you are at the
S Quarry entrance on the right.

® Jonathan G. Harris, Field Trip Chairman, Email (preferred)
d <jgharris7@gmail.com> or phone 301-545-0808.

EFMLS CONVENTION AND SHOW <“A First Timer”

Wendell asked for an article on my experiences of being a delegate to the
Eastern Federation convention held in Newark, Delaware March 5-7, 2010.
This could be a short article because it was like spending a week at the Wilda-
cres Workshops or even a GLMSMC meeting. If you don’t know everyone
who is present, you will, and all in the space of about five minutes. Everybody
IS just that friendly.

I was amazed to learn of the support the clubs within the Federation provide for education.
Just one example is of two graduate students at Syracuse University in New York who are re-
ceiving scholarships in support of their research in geology and paleontology.

New officers for 2011 (the convention was very early in the year this year) were elected:
President, Betsy Oberheim of the Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club
First Vice President, R. J. Harris also with the Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club
Secretary, Gerry Cox of Arlington VA, a member of the Northern Virginia Mineral Club
Assistant Treasurer, Michael Patterson, Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club
(Treasurer, Lou Budell, elected previously, continues as Treasurer)

What | enjoyed the most was attending the Editor’s Breakfast and learning of the
effort required in encouraging and supporting those who contribute to the publication
of the various newsletters and web sites within our Federation. For their well spent
time, | say, “Thanks to all.” (See Page 11 for awards GLMSMC and its Members
S8 won—Ed.) By Gerald Elgert, Delegate for GLMSMC

\ Photo by W. Mohr |







