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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.  
 

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from 
September to June.  The Society will meet on Monday April 11th in the dining room of 
the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carnation Drive, Rockville.  The short business meet-
ing will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 7:30 pm so come early, chat 
with old friends, and see what is on the Show Table.  Dr. Jeffrey Post, PhD. Arizona 
State University, Curator-in-Charge - Gem and Mineral Collections at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of Natural History will speak on  “What’s New in the Department of 
Mineral Sciences and ‘Tucson 2011’.” 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday April 25th at the Home of Andy Muir.  NOTE 

date change from normal 3rd Monday to the 4th Monday.  Board members are expected to be there.  Any 
member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you plan to attend at <amuir21@comcast.net> or 
phone 301 990 1370.   

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
GILLESPIE, Alison and BRIGLIA, David, 1826 Brisbane Court, Silver Spring MD 
20902-4018, 301 754 3830, algillespie@rcn.com. 
       Sam Briglia (07/01), Grace Briglia (08/03) 
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RETURNED FORMER MEMBERS: 
CILETTI, Michael & BROOKS, Barbara, 20007 Hob Hill Way, 
Montgomery Village, MD  20886-1306,  
optimizelife.michael@gmail.com, cell 215-266-3232  
 

ROSTER CHANGES   
LAVILLA, Robert & Sara, 9023 Mary Avenue NW, Apt. 106,  
Seattle WA 98117-3447, 206 660 9658 & 240 418 9089,  
lavillars64@clear.net 
MENY, Bob, new e-mail bobmeny@verizon.net 
PARNELL, Tom, new e-mail tommoose46@gmail.com 
SMITH, David & Carol new e-mail desquared59@yahoo.com 
 
A guide was showing Niagara-Falls to a man from Texas and 
said; I’ll bet you don’t have anything like this in Texas.  The 
Texan said; nope, but in Texas we have plumbers who can fix it. 
 

DEADLINE for Apr. 2011 Rockhounder: Mar. 28th 



ROCKHOUNDER                    Page 2                                     April 2011 

SAFETY MATTERS - RADIOACTIVITY  
   Excerpted from article by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair, EFMLS News March 2011 
      
     The stories I’ve heard go something like this: A knowledgeable collector goes up to a dealer’s table and 
comments about what an extraordinary and large specimen of cuprosklodowskite they have on their table.  
The collector asks why it is so prominently displayed and unprotected on their table, especially with it being 
such a highly radioactive mineral.  Dealer responds that it is not dangerous.  Collector thinks, well, I would 
not want that specimen anywhere near me for any length of time, and walks away. This particular mineral 
specimen, so prominently displayed on the dealer’s table, was relatively large and had the flaming green, 
fuzzy look of a typically “hot” specimen.  Who was right in their opinion of the mineral’s safety - the dealer, 
or the collector? 
     Maine has quite a few minerals containing uranium.  We often see interesting halos (radiation burns) 
around a dark speck of material in some of the minerals we collect.  Over the years, I have heard a great 
many do’s and don’t with respect to collecting minerals with traces of uranium and other radioactive ele-
ments in them.  I recently asked myself which radioactive minerals are safe to collect and which ones require 
special precautions when collecting and storing in ones collection.  As I am not in the habit of talking to my-
self, I did not have an answer. 
     A friend of mine in Connecticut is a collector of radioactive mineral specimens so I asked him a few 
pointed questions about the subject.  He and I chatted at length about: dangers, protections needed, handling, 
shielding, and storage, daughter elements, salts and oxides, alpha, beta, and gamma particles and so on.  At 
the end of our conversation I asked him if there were any authoritative articles, books or other sources of 
information about radioactive minerals I might read to be better informed.  His answer was disappointing.  
He knew of no single source of comprehensive information about collecting and storing radioactive miner-
als.   
     Over the next few days I voraciously reread my many mineral reference books spe-
cifically researching a few minerals that typically vary from just barely above back-
ground radiation levels to levels that require substantial precaution when handling and 
storing.  The minerals I researched were autunite, betafite, beta-uranophane; cu-
prosklodowskite, samarskite, uraninite, and uranophane.  A great amount of infor-
mation was to be had in the reference literature regarding physical and chemical prop-
erties.  No mention was made of radioactivity, handling precautions, or storage require-
ments.  The books were very authoritative and informative except with regard 
my questions.  
     My friend’s comment at the tail end of our conversation had finally hit home.  
The best way to know which minerals required the most caution would be to become knowledgeable about 
mineral chemistry (and the various radioactive elements and daughter elements) and have specimens in 
question checked by someone who has use of and is knowledgeable in the operation of a Geiger or scintilla-
tion counter.  There are numerous means of safely storing commonly available radioactive mineral speci-
mens (light metal shielding water jackets, exotic metal storage containers to name a few) but each specimen 
must be evaluated to determine its own requirements. 
     Unless specifically sought, rare and exotic radioactive mineral specimens don’t usually find their way 
into the average mineral enthusiast’s collection.  But if there is a question about a particular mineral’s radio-
activity it would be wise to check out any minerals of concern with a Geiger or scintillation counter and then 
respond accordingly.  The best advice one can offer is to ask the pertinent questions and be the knowledgea-

ble collector.  It has been my experience that dealers are often reasonably knowledgeable 
about their wares. 
     Oh, the answer to the question as to which one was right, the knowledgeable collector or 
the dealer, is that the collector was right.  The dealer apparently had not properly informed 
himself of the radioactive nature of his cuprosklodowskite specimen.  The knowledgeable 
collector was right in assuming there were many special precautions needed in that mineral’s 
display, handling and storage. The lesson: be the knowledgeable and cautious collector.  

 
 

Autinite Photo by 
R. Weller/Cochise College  
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES   
 
The March 14, 2011 meeting was called to order by Past-President Mark Dahlman at 7:43 pm, with  
approximately 64 people attending.  It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2011  
Regular and February 21, 2011 Board of Directors meetings. 
 
Past-President: Mark Dahlman discussed recent talk requests from the Boy Scouts, thanked Jonathan 
Harris for his help, and asked if others could help.  A reporter from the Gazette newspapers was on hand 
to cover junior activities, before the upcoming show, thanks to Doug Baum.  The sign-up sheets to vol-
unteer at the club show were passed around.  Mark announced that 12-year old member Jessica Simon- 
off received the “Best Article” award from the Friends of Mineralogy at the Tucson show this year for 
her article with Dr. Lance Kearns in Mineral News on skeletal galena fakes. 
 
Rod Towers administered the door prize drawing for juniors. 
 
Show: George Durland distributed flyers and posters.  Bob Irby discussed demonstrators signed up for 
the show.  Rod Towers volunteered to help Pat Haynes man the microscopes.  Pat Repik-Byrne dis-
cussed exhibit cases, including 10 from juniors. The plans for judging of junior cases were also dis-
cussed. 
 
Presentation: Vice President Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the evening, Dr. 
Jeff Plescia.  Dr. Plescia spoke about The Chesapeake Bay Impact Crater.  The presenta-
tion started with an introduction to craters, their structure and their frequency on the 
earth.  Many of the structures are buried and only found by oil drilling and exploration. 
The history of the discovery of the Chesapeake Bay Impact Crater was presented.  Unu-
sually highly saline ground water was a clue to the discovery.   Shocked quartz and im-
pact breccias confirmed the impact presence.  The subsequent deep drill-
ing and gravity measurements rounded out the story.  Thanks Jeff. 
 
EFMLS Liaison & March Guest Editor: Wendell Mohr reported on the sizeable monetary donation 
from Stephen Turner, son of Lillian Turner, in support of the Lillian Turner best junior exhibit award. 
He discussed upcoming classes; offers to trade petrified wood; and other rock-related opportunities.  
The Laura Robins Gallery in Richmond, VA has reopened its fluorescent mineral exhibit.  Wendell has 
the application forms for the Wildacres sessions this year. 
 
Chuck Mason discussed the Leisure World Lapidary Club and requested that members consider giving 
presentations.  See Chuck. 
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported that the club finances are OK. 
 

Joel Rosen administered the show table and the drawings for the door and show table prizes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 pm                    
           Jeff Cessna, Secretary 

Photo by W. Mohr   
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EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH   

 

Jonathan Harris has volunteered to accept requests from Boy Scout groups for requests on earth science 
topics.  He is a registered merit badge counselor for geology, has the Youth Protection Training, and has 
worked with scouts for years.  His younger son is in BSA Troop 1449 (Rockville/Potomac area).   
     On February 5th he did a geology merit badge day for a group of boy scouts in Troops 3 
and 1449. 
     He also talked with a Derwood 1st year Webelos Cub Scout Den from Pack 178 in early 
March.  Jonathan reports that they were an energetic and enthusiastic group.  He demon-
strated the textures of different types of rocks and the different properties of minerals --- 
luster, hardness, crystal form, and cleavage.  He then capped it off showing them fluores-
cence, phosphorescence, and tenebrescence.  

 
FIELD TRIPS   
 
April 9, Lafarge Quarry Churchville, MD  Saturday 8:45 am - 1:00 pm. Meet at the  
office building, 1219 Calvary Rd, Churchville MD.  Park in the gravel parking lot.    
See directions below.  We must be out of the quarry by 1 pm.  (Subject to change by  
quarry management if the people on site have to leave earlier). 
     DO NOT BE A NO-SHOW!  Collectors who are late may miss the safety briefing  
and hence the privilege of collecting.  Please be on time! 
     Attendees must be adults (18 and over) and be current members of the GLMSMC or a  mineral club 
invited by the GLMSMC.  Total number of attendees is limited to 15 by request of quarry. 
     Special rules:  The quarry has requested that we wear fluorescent vests (typically available at home 
center stores), that members with any certification for mine safety bring their cards (certification not re-
quired), and that no food wrappers or other trash be left behind. 
     Group leader needed: Jonathan expects to be unable to attend.  Any volunteers?  Contact Jonathan. 
     Minerals: Zeolites (Stilbite, Heulandite, Laumontite) Pyrite, Quartz, and Epidote. 
     This is space limited, so RSVP to Jonathan, <jgharris7@gmail.com> by April 2, 5 pm.  Let him 
know your name, anyone else potentially going with you, and your agreement to the rules and waivers 
to apply attend.   Without e-mail?  Call 301-545-0808.  Please note any special issues that may affect 
your plans on attending (e.g. potential to be called away for business trip, desire to avoid rain, etc.)  He 
will let people know within a couple of days after, if they can attend; previous experience suggests it is 
unlikely we will be oversubscribed.  People who request to attend after April 2 will be accommodated 
on a first-come-first-served basis. 
     Directions:  Find your way to I-95 towards Baltimore.  Take I-895 [Harbor Tunnel] and merge back 
onto to I-95N.  At exit 80, turn RIGHT onto Ramp to MD-543 (Riverside/Churchville).  Turn LEFT 
(North) onto SR-543 (Creswell Rd.)  Turn RIGHT (North) onto MD-136 [Calvary Rd] about 1.8 miles  
To the Quarry.  Allow about 1 1/2 hours from Rockville.   
      
The following applies to all field trips: 
     Field trip attendees are solely responsible for their own safety and must agree to GLMSMC Waiver 
and Rules (available from Jonathan.) 
     Required safety equipment: hard hat (ANSI Z89.1, certified), eye protection,  steel toed boots, 
gloves, long pants, fluorescent safety construction vest (some quarries require these, we may not know 
ahead of time).  Collectors missing required safety equipment will be asked to leave. 
     Other safety equipment (we don't check for this, but you should use it!):  
sunscreen, drinking water, rain gear, and snacks or lunch. Continued on Page 5.     
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FIELD TRIPS Continued from Page 4 
 

Saturday May 7, 2011.  Meet 7:30 am at Vulcan's Manassas Quarry.  We 
must be out by noon or when the quarry employees have to leave.  The rock 
is diabase, with one level having a layer of hornfels.  This quarry has pro-
duced prehnite, apophyillite, calcite, amethyst, other quartz, chalcopyrite, 
pyrite, epidote, and zeolites -- stilbite, chabazite, heulandite, stellerite, and 
others.  Our recent joint trip with the Northern Virginia club was quite pro-
ductive, hence the second visit (Jonathan has  invited them to join us on that 

day also). 
Please let Jonathan know if you plan to attend and your agreement to the waiver and rules by May 3, so 
he can provide the quarry with an accurate headcount.  Also, Jonathan may need to appoint a group 
leader.  Children 10 and up are welcome if accompanied and well supervised by a parents and use the 
required safety gear. 
      
Note: Digging into the walls is not permitted at Vulcan quarries. We must stay 7 feet from any 

walls.   ( One club’s member snaked into a quarry after hours.  He was killed while digging 
into the wall and a big rock collapse got him.  Pretty ironic!  No man is completely useless.  
He can always serve as a bad example.)  
 

Directions:  From the Beltway, go West on I-66.  Take Exit 44, VA-234.  Go 3.6 Miles.  Turn Left onto 
Wellington Lane.  The quarry will be on your left, about 0.5 miles from VA 234. 
 

ADIOS TO THE LAVILLAS  Concluding the sale of their home in Montgomery Village, we bid 
farewell to Bob and Sara, who embark on continued retirement pleasure in the environs of Seattle.  They 
have been out there and already established collecting experiences.  Our best wishes. 
 

CONDOLENCES  To Pat Repik-Byrne, whose father in New Jersey died only one week before the 
show.  We share your sorrow.  With that event and business trips, she did a wonderful job of handling 
the “downstairs” part of the Show.  Stay strong, Pat. 
 

SHOW RAFFLE Winners of the drawing were: Lot 1, Pat Repik-Byrne, Lot 2, Kris Vaitkus, both 
members, and Lot 3, Tina Driskell of Herndon VA (and a near neighbor of Eric Thompsen.) 
 

SHOW TIDBITS  Member Maureen Campeau travelled the farthest, from Ontario, Canada to help 
for all three days.   Holly McNeil graciously provided brownies and raspberry pastries for the set up 
crew.  Jack Bush, at age 91 was the oldest to help, working the Hospitality Table.  Thanks to all. 
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APRIL MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
Kevin Babb,  Jared Cooper, Tom Cummins, Elsie Durland,  
Beth Hilkemeyer, Quinn Hunter, Sierra Hunter, Sam Linton,  
Michele McMurtry, Marina Silva, Jessica Simonoff,  
Robert Weiss.      Have a Happy! 
   




