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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.    
 

REGULAR MEETING Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will meet on Monday December 8th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 
7:30 pm so come early and help us set up for the PARTY!  NO SHOW TABLE THIS MONTH.  There will 
be no speaker for this meeting because this will be the SWAP/SELL and social evening.  You may bring 
hobby related items to swap or sell.  Space is limited and we need some tables for refreshments, so bring no 
more than an amount that will fit on one table.  It is possible that tables will have to be shared.   
 

REFRESHMENTS This is the only meeting of the year when we have refreshments.  PLEASE BRING 
COOKIES, CAKE, CRACKERS, or CANDY (Or VEGGIES for those who insist on healthy eating) to share.  
Goodies should be “Finger food”.  Napkins, cups, plates, punch, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate will be pro-
vided.  Come and have a good time.  As usual, visitors are welcome.  Remember that WE MUST VACATE 
THE BUILDING by 10:00 pm and the tables and chairs must be cleaned and put back where we find them.  If 
EVERYONE helps, it is not a big chore. 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet NOT meet in December.  Next meeting January 12, 2009  

 

ROSTER CHANGES 
ERTMAN, Jonathan, grossular9@live.com  
FISHER, Dale, rdfisher2@gmail.com 
IRBY, Robert and Norma, irbyre@verizon.net 
RIMAR, Donna, d.rimar@comcast.net 
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DEADLINE for the January 2009 Rockhounder: Dec. 26th 
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WILDACRES If you’ve not had a chance to visit an 
EFMLS Wildacres session, details and an application 
for the April 17 to 23 session will be in the January 
EFMLS News.  Featured speaker will be Dr. Michael 
Wise of the Smithsonian, our January speaker. 
  
ROSTER UPDATE  An updated roster will be sent out with 
the January ROCKHOUNDER.  It is for the convenience of mem-
bers and will be mailed or E mailed to members only.  It is not to 
be used to solicit business, nor will it be distributed outside of the 
Society.  If you do NOT want your name, address, phone number, 
or E Mail address listed, please let Wendell Mohr (301 926 7190) 
know by December 15th.  If any data in your listing has changed, 
(Address, phone number, E Mail, children added or deleted) and 
you have not told Wendell about it, please do it NOW.   



� 
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NOVEMBER VISITORS Gary and Diane Leaman, & Frances Becker.  Won’t you come again please? 

 
CUMMINS, Tom & Mary, 10448 Carlyn Ridge Rd., Damascus MD 
20872-2157, mydeckguy@comcast.net, 301 253 5458          
 Jimmy (1/97) 
DeWOLFE, Wendy, 8701 Cathedral Way, Gaithersburg MD  
20879-1791, Wendy@dwdewolfe.com, 301 869 8587 
MILLER, Michael, 241 E. 4th St., Frederick MD 21701-3601,  
Michael@flintknappers.com, 330 224 0016 
PARABOSCHI, Jennifer & Jim, 5108 Russett Rd, Rockville MD 
20853-2549, Jennifer.paraboschi@gmail.com, 240 242 4955 
            David (8/97), Michael (8/99), and Luke (2/02) 

SPENCER, Chuck, 1239 Derbyshire Road, Potomac MD 20854-6145, vcspencer@aol.com, 240 370 2799 

 
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  As the holiday season comes closer, I hope you are looking for-
ward to our holiday party.  As in past years, the party is in place of our December meeting.  The 
festivities will be in our regular meeting place at the Rockville Senior Center, at our normal 
meeting time on December 8th.  Please feel free to bring any items you care to swap or sell, and 
don't forget to bring your favorite finger food to share.  It's a nice way to catch up with old 
friends and to get to know new ones. 
     Speaking of friends, our November board meeting, the last of the year, was the last board 
meeting for Juan Proaño, who is stepping down as Treasurer after many years of service to the 
Society.  Juan surprised all of us by presenting the society with a flat of outstanding mineral specimens from 
his collection to be given as door prizes at our meetings.  In addition, Juan has offered to stay on until the au-
dit of the Society finances has been completed.  It sure is great to have a friend like that - thanks Juan! 
     And speaking of the Society's financial audit, our audit will be performed this year by Steve McNeil, who 
has a professional background in such matters. Thanks Steve! 
     And finally - get ready Juniors!  Starting in January we will have a special new program for you!  Holly 
McNeil, to whom we give our appreciation for devoted service as she retires from the job of Secretary, has 
volunteered to lead the Future Rockhounders of America (FRA), giving Juniors (up to age 18) the opportunity 
to learn about many subjects of interest to Rockhounders.  Based on a program set up by the American Fed-
eration of Mineral Societies (AFMS), the FRA program provides instruction and activities for Juniors who 
can earn badges in subjects such as fossils, rocks and minerals, lapidary arts, collecting, earth processes, field 
trips, gemstone lore and legends, and more.  The material is provided to us at no cost by the AFMS.  Holly 
has been busy planning for this exciting new venture, and will be looking for adults to assist in teaching par-
ticular subjects as the year progresses.  More information will be available at our holiday party. Holly will be 
holding the charter meeting of the FRA during the first half of our Society's January meeting in the sun room 
attached to our normal meeting room.  Look for FRA announcements in future Rockhounders.  
I look forward to seeing you all on the 8th!                                         Mark 
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SNOW CONTINGENCY  Reminder:  If schools in Montgomery County, MD are to be cancelled, or let 
out early, because of weather on the day of a scheduled Society meeting, we will have no meeting.  Call the 
Society President or a Board Member (Numbers on the back of the ROCKHOUNDER) if in doubt.         
 

BAGS FOR KIDS FOR SHOW  Jo Ann Mohr, still needs material for making the bags for kids speci-
mens.  If you have some excess cloth material you never used please donate it for the cause.  She will also 
accept worn out old shirts etc. which could yield usable material.  Help the little ol’ bag lady! 
 
Did you hear about the newsletter editor who misplaced his dictionary?  Now he's at a loss for words.  
 
 
 

��������

��	��


�����
�



THE ROCKHOUNDER                         Page 3                      December 2008 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The November 10 2008 meeting was called to order by President 
Mark Dahlman at 7:45 pm with approximately 61 people attending.  Minutes of the October 13, 2008 regular 
meeting were approved.             
 
Junior Advisor, Rod Towers conducted the Junior raffle and presented each Junior Rockhounder with a quartz 
crystal specimen generously donated by Nancy DeMulder, our speaker for the evening. 
 
President: Mark shared a letter from the AFMS thanking us for our $400 contribution to the scholarship foun-
dation.  He also made a general announcement to inform the group of the availability of name badges and en-
couraged members to purchase and wear them.   Name badge applications are available from Nancy Ballard. 
 
Elections: The following individuals were nominated, seconded and unanimously elected as officers for 2009: 
Mark Dahlman, President, serving a second term, Elmer Lantz, Vice President, serving a second term, Andy 
Muir, Treasurer, new to office, and Jeff Cessna, Secretary, new to office. 

 
Editor, Wendell Mohr announced the availability of magazines gifted by the estate of Susanne Patch for mem-
bers to take, and updated the group on upcoming events. 
 
Membership Reinstatement Fee: Wendell moved that a reinstatement fee of $5.00 per household be imposed 
on those who renew their membership after the announced deadline.  This fee would apply to those not renew-
ing by December 1st this year and by November 1st  in subsequent years.   The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Field Trip Chairman, Jonathan Harris announced the upcoming field trips. 

 
Vice President, Elmer Lantz introduced the speaker for the evening: Nancy Kahn DeMulder.  
Nancy addressed the question of what to do with those cherished specimens, when putting them 
on the shelf isn’t enough.   Her solution – jewelry.  She gave us many practical suggestions on 
designing and making our own jewelry as a way to “protect, display and enhance” that special 
stone.   She encouraged us to not only understand the characteristics of the stone, but also the 
properties of the  metal to be used in the setting,  and provided examples  of the importance of 
doing so.  She discussed various methods of jewelry crafting, tools and supplies and graciously 
shared some of her creations with us.  Thank you Nancy!   (We’re happy you also won the door 
prize!) 

 
Treasurer, Juan Proano announced that the club finances are in “good shape.” 

 
December meeting agenda: Mark announced there would be no speaker or show table at the December meet-
ing, but plenty of food, drinks and camaraderie.  Members are welcome to bring specimens to swap or sell.   

 
Awards: Mark announced the following awards by the American Federation of Mineralogical Society: 
Wendell Mohr, honorable mention in the small bulletin category, and Heather Felsen, 3rd place for her 
“Wildacres Spring 2007” article.  Congratulations to Wendell and Heather for these National level awards! 
 
Property Manager, Joel Rosen announced that member Fred Parker is selling part of his collection at the up-
coming Northern Virginia show being held at George Mason University.  
 
Library: Mark reminded everyone of the club’s extensive library.  A complete list of books and publications is 
now on the club’s website.  If anyone would like to borrow these materials, contact the librarian, J. Harris.  
 
Meeting Adjourned 9:57pm.               Holly McNeil, Secretary 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES Board members present: Nancy Ballard, Mark Dahlman, George Dur-
land, Heather Felsen, Jonathan Harris, Elmer Lantz, Holly McNeil, Wendell Mohr, Juan Proano, Joel Rosen.  
Future Board members present: Jeff Cessna and Andy Muir.  Non Board member present: Dave Ballard.  
President Mark Dahlman called the November 17th meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
 
Miscellaneous Business: There was follow up discussion regarding the possibility of purchasing Joe 
Murter’s Rock Show exhibit for permanent display.   A motion was made but not seconded.   Heather will 
inform Joe and offer some alternatives for him. 
 
Membership Chair: Nancy Ballard commented on the high percentage of membership renewals. 
 

Show Chairperson: Heather Felsen announced that the dealer contracts for the show have been sent out and 
provided a sample of the accompanying cover letter for review.  Heather has drafted a preliminary floor lay-
out, subject to change pending final dealer numbers.   There was discussion of renting a third room at the fair-
grounds to accommodate additional dealers, many of whom have been on our wait list for years.  Heather will 
make additional inquiries of the fairgrounds and inform the board. 
 

Field trips: Jonathan updated the board on upcoming planned trips and received suggestions for some indoor 
trip possibilities during the winter season.  Jonathan will follow up. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Juan Proano reported on the status of the finances and presented the final 2008 budget 
and year-to-date Profit & Loss.  Juan reminded the board that he, Andy, and Mark will make arrangements to 
go to the bank to remove him and add Andy as an authorized check signer on the account.   Juan noted we 
received a letter from the IRS with updated information on our reporting requirements.  We are in full compli-

ance with these rules.  A person was suggested to audit the Society 
books and will be contacted. 
 
Juan thanked the current and past boards he has worked with during 
his tenure as Treasurer, thanked Nancy Ballard for her hospitality in 
hosting the board meetings, and presented the board with a donation 
of 9 beautiful specimens from his private collection to be used by the 
club as door prizes. 

 
Property Manager: Joel Rosen presented a complaint about the meeting room layout and recommended a 
center aisle to improve traffic flow.  Joel made a motion that was seconded and approved to increase the an-
nual gratuity to the senior center custodian to $100. 
 

Upcoming Speaker: Elmer reported the Jan. 2009 speaker will be Dr. Michael Wise of NMNH on Hiddenite. 
 
Editor: Wendell updated the Board on the status of the Lillian Turner award, and commended Jonathan for 
the number and quality of field trips he has arranged. 
 
President: Mark informed the group of the American Federation’s junior program “Future Rockhounds of 
America” that he would like the club to implement.  He explained the program and will be looking for some-
one to spearhead its implementation.   Mark also asked board members to review the summary comments 
from the member survey and consider any action items.   He reminded those who have not turned in their “job 
description” to do so. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:33 pm.            Holly McNeil, Secretary 

��A horse may be coaxed to drink, but galena must be lead.    � 
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DECEMBER’S BIRTHSTONE  is turquoise.    Did you know that turquoise 
actually is found as crystals?  And from where?  The Bishop copper prospect in Camp-
bell County, Lynch Station VA no less!  Originally the only known crystal locality, crystals are now known 
from at least 26 other locations worldwide.  
 
(Effective January 1, 2009.)  
MEET YOUR NEW TREASURER  Andy Muir, is a relative newcomer to the hobby.  Just three years 
ago his parents mentioned that their town, Auburn, Maine, owns wooded parkland containing the dumps of 
feldspar mines where tourmaline has been found.  Andy's searches there didn't lead to any tourmaline, but he 
read that some of the pegmatite rocks he collected should fluoresce -- so he made a small investment in a 4-
watt shortwave/longwave lamp.  Andy said, "Seeing that magical transformation of some boring gray and 
white rocks into brilliant greens, oranges, and pale blues really ignited a passion for collecting fluorescent 
rocks."  He said he has thoroughly enjoyed the hobby since then, especially the wonderful people he has met 
in the GLMSMC. 
  

Andy most enjoys spending time with his family, even if they aren't avid rock collec-
tors.  They do enjoy attending the rock shows, where his wife Denise purchases beads for 
jewelry projects, daughter Savannah (13) works on her low-budget collection of thumb-
nails from A to Z, and daughter Gabi (11) seeks out attractive crystals and carved ani-
mals.  Andy has a degree in Chemistry from Dartmouth College that has seldom been 
used during the last 16 years, as he analyzes airplane safety issues at the Federal Aviation 
Administration.  In addition to rocks, Andy enjoys gardening and various crafts such as 
rubber stamping and pumpkin carving. 

 
MEET YOUR NEW SECRETARY  Jeff Cessna, as the son of two Frederick County science teachers, 
spent his youth learning outside of the classroom as well as in.  Hikes or canoeing trips with his parents and 
older brother were a regular weekend activity.  They often consisted of moving from rock, to flower, to tree 
and learning the names and information about each one.  If only he had kept it up, he wouldn’t be busy re-
learning all of it today.  Collecting in those days consisted of whatever was interesting and nothing of any 
monetary value.  There were occasional trips to Calvert Cliffs for shark’s teeth and Sandy Mile Road in west-
ern MD for marine fossils from the Oriskany Sandstone exposure. 
  
 He went to school on the eastern shore of MD at Washington College, where he earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Physics.  Since that time he has worked at the National Institute of Standards and Technol-
ogy in Gaithersburg, MD making measurements of radioactivity that serve as the standard to which all such 
measurements in the US should be related.  He now lives in White Oak, MD. 
  
 Intentionally setting out to collect rocks as an adult started with a free airplane ticket, 
for getting bumped off of a flight, and the book, The Rockhounds Guide to Colorado.  The 
collecting didn’t yield any specimens of interest, but the Estwing rock pick and canvas col-
lecting bag bought in Boulder, CO are still in use today.  After years of roadside and beach 
collecting he decided to join the GLMSMC to be able to get into some local quarries.  Those 
opportunities came with the bonus of interesting speakers, knowledgeable and friendly 
members, and a thriving community.  His interests include minerals, fossils, a little lapidary, 
and especially fluorescents. 
 
 
 

DECEMBER MEMBER BIRTHDAYS:  John Bennett, Mary Cummins, 
Mark Dahlman, Cheryl Hyland, Pat Jayne, Jeffrey Nagy, Owen Powers, Helen  
Reimherr, Hugh Richards, Lois Ritchie, Alf Shupe, Bob Winfield. 

HAPPY! 


