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REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will meet on Monday December 14th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 7:30 
pm so come early and chat with old friends and help us set up for the PARTY!.   NO SHOW TABLE THIS 

MONTH.  There will be no speaker for this meeting because this will be the SWAP/SELL and social evening.  
You may bring hobby related items to swap or sell.  Space is limited and we need some tables for refresh-
ments, so bring no more than an amount that will fit on one table.  It is possible that tables will have to be 
shared.   

 

REFRESHMENTS This is the only meeting of the year when we have refreshments.  PLEASE BRING 
COOKIES, CAKE, CRACKERS, or CANDY (Or VEGGIES for those who insist on healthy eating) to share.  
Goodies should be “Finger food”.  Napkins, cups, plates, punch, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate will be pro-
vided.  Come and have a good time.  As usual, visitors are welcome.  Remember that WE MUST VACATE 
THE BUILDING by 10:00 pm and the tables and chairs must be cleaned and put back where we find them.  If 
EVERYONE helps, it is not a big chore. 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will not meet in December. 
 

ROSTER CHANGES  
HALLMAN, BETSY, new E mail address: fossilhound@comcast.net 
PARNELL, Tom, 5552 Arboretum Avenue, Virginia Beach VA. (Cell) 571 205 5286,  
thomas.parnell@wachovia.com 
VAITKUS, Kris & OLSHIN, Bob, 13917 Flint Rock Road, Rockville MD 20853-2650, 301 460 3286,  
Bob: bolshin@verizon.net, Kris: Krisev1@verizon.net, 
     Elena Olshin (9/96), Abbie Olshin (9/96) 
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ROSTER UPDATE  An updated roster will be sent out in 
January.  It is for the convenience of members and will be 
mailed or E mailed to members only.  It is not to be used to so-
licit business, nor will it be distributed outside of the Society.  If 
you do NOT want your name, address, phone number, or E Mail 
address listed, please let Wendell Mohr know by December 15th 
At 301 926 7190 OR <wmohr@erols.com>.  If any data in your 
listing has changed, (Address, phone number, E Mail, children 
added or deleted) and you have not told Wendell about it, please 
do it NOW.  
 
          Richard put his pinkie  
           where he shouldn’t ought, 
          A very painful lesson he’s  
            now been taught. 
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     Our Society has lost a great friend and member.  As you probably know, Nancy Ballard 
passed away in November.  Everyone who knew her, even for a short time, appreciated 
Nancy's humor, intelligence and fortitude.  Nancy provided a clear, no-nonsense view of 
questions before our board.  She had the perspective of decades of involvement to share 
with those of us who joined her in service to our Society.  Nancy had a wealth of Society 
history and experience.  She helped to keep us from repeating mistakes, and offered encour-
agement in new endeavors.  Nancy provided tremendous judgment, hospitality, and warmth.  
We will miss her in many ways, and we will be reminded of her often.  
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     I'd like to thank Jonathan Harris for standing in for Nancy as Membership Chair during the November 
and December general meetings.  Thanks also to Andy Muir for hosting the November board meeting.  
We are now in need of someone to serve as Membership Chair for 2010.  Please consider this opportunity 
to contribute to our club - talk with me or any of the board members if you can help the Society in the role 
of Membership Chair.  Our Membership Chair accepts applications from prospective members, collects 
dues, issues membership cards, and keeps record of our Society's enrollment. 
     It has been great to see the number of new members that joined our club in the past two years, and it is 
even more gratifying to see the number of members that are getting involved in the club's workings.  We 
have elected a new President and Vice President, who I believe will do an outstanding job for the Society. 
Two years ago I was curious as to why no one was taking the President's position, and George Durland 
encouraged me to give it a try.  I am glad that he did since it has been very enjoyable, particularly having 
two GLMSMC meetings most months.  As other officers have said, I like spending time with other club 
members, and the board meetings have been an interesting and productive thing to do with other rock-
hounds once a month.  The board is an outstanding group of thoughtful and talented people who continue 
to make this club successful.  Thanks to each of them for making my job in these past two years much 
easier.  Finally, thank you to all of our club members for making our meetings and shows great places to 
be, for volunteering generously, and for continuing to share your rockhounding experiences with the rest 
of us.  
     Heather Felsen is retiring as Show Chairman and I have volunteered to handle those responsibilities.   
OUR ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL, & FOSSIL SHOW will be March 20-21, 2010 at the Montgomery 
County Fairgrounds in Gaithersburg.  It is not too early to be thinking about the exhibit you will be show-
ing and reserving time to help with the set up, operation, and cleanup for  the event.  Many hands makes 
for light work.  I look forward to us having another excellent show. 
     See you at the December meeting/holiday party.                       Mark 
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SNOW CONTINGENCY  Reminder:  If schools in Montgomery County, MD are to be cancelled, 
or let out early, because of weather on the day of a scheduled Society meeting, we will have no meeting.  
Call the Society President or a Board Member (Numbers on the back of the ROCKHOUNDER) if in 
doubt. 

 For our members and friends in Virginia:   
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A census taker knocked on a lady's door.  She answered all his questions except one.  She re-
fused to tell him her age.  "But everyone tells their age to the census taker," he said.  "Did 
Miss Maisy, and Miss Daisy tell you their ages?" she asked.  "Certainly." he replied  "Well, 
I'm the same age as they are." she snapped.  "Precambrian," he wrote on his form. 
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THE ROCKHOUNDER                    Page 3                December 2009 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES   The November 9, 2009 meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Mark Dahlman at 7:40 pm, with approximately 62 people attending.  Minutes of the October 12, 
2009 regular meeting were approved. 
 
Election of Officers:  Mark said that the Board of Directors, acting as the nominating committee, had 
nominated Andy Muir to continue as Treasurer, Jeff Cessna to continue as Secretary, Owen Powers for 
Vice President, and Eric Kindahl for President.  There no were no other nominations offered, and the slate 
of officers was M/S/P.  The members present welcomed the new officers warmly. 
 
President: Mark reminded the members about our December meeting, which 
will be a potluck and rock swap or sale.  He stated that Heather Felsen has 
stepped down as Show Chair, so he is seeking a volunteer to assume that posi-
tion.  Heather will be available for "coaching" the new chair, and Pat Repik-
Burns is willing to serve again as the "downstairs chair" to assist the Show 
Chair.  Mark then presented EFMLS and AFMS awards to Mary Crosswhite 
for two field trip articles she authored for the Rockhounder. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan Harris explained that the Hunting Hill collecting trip was rained out, and no other 
dates are available for this collecting season.  He announced two upcoming trips to the Texas quarry and 
the Havre de Grace quarry.  Jonathan also gave a brief explanation of "what to expect" when collecting in 
a quarry for the first time, emphasizing good safety practices. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported we continue in good shape financially, with sufficient balance in our accounts. 
 
Membership: There were no new applicants for membership this meeting. 
 
Program: Vice President, Elmer Lantz, introduced the evening speaker, Al De-
Milo, a long-time member and once president of the GLMSDC, retired research 
scientist at the USDA Agricultural Research Service, and lapidary "artist" who 
loves making cabochons.  Al described how to find the rough for a cabochon by 
collecting it a quarry, buying at a gem show or rock shop, or finding deals at a 
rock club's auction.  He said contrasting colors on relatively hard material make 
the prettiest cabs.  Al explained the process of making the cab by slicing the rough, 
tracing the desired shape, trimming the rock to shape, then grinding-sanding-
polishing until you can see your smiling face in the cab!  He estimated that an in-
vestment of about $800 is needed to get started in cabochon-making.  There was a 
discussion of various cutting oils, and Al said he likes the inexpensive Pella oil (but covers up all his skin 
when working with it to avoid dermatitis) and cleans his cut rocks with lighter fluid.  Finally, the audience 
was reminded that folks can make their own cabochon at our club's show in March.  Thanks, Al. 
 
FRA: The evening FRA program on lapidary was presented by Heather Felsen.  Each FRA member went 
home with a self-made piece of wire-wrap jewelry!  Holly McNeil thanked Tom Parnell for donating a 
large amount of material for upcoming FRA meetings. 
 
Door Prizes: Joel Rosen administered the junior, general and show table door prizes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM.             Andy Muir, Secretary Pro Tem 
 
                 
 

 

 
 

Photo by Mark Dahlman  

Photo from Mark Dahlman  
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES  November 16, 2009  

Board members present: Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, George Durland Heather Felsen, Jonathan Har-
ris, Elmer Lantz, Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir, Pat Repik-Byrne, Joel Rosen.  Future board member pre-
sent: Owen Powers.  President Mark Dahlman called the meeting to order at 7:39 pm. 
 
President: Mark followed up on ongoing issues. George reported that Dr. Post 
will spend the money from a club donation at the upcoming Tucson Show.  He 
will later let the club know what we purchased. 
 
There was a discussion of who will temporarily take on the innumerable tasks of 
our cherished club member, Nancy Ballard.  Many people volunteered for many 
tasks.  Jonathan will fill in as membership chair at the December meeting. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan reported on a successful Texas Quarry trip.  Nothing was scheduled for Decem-
ber, due to the busy season.  Indoor options were discussed for the January or February.  As always, 
please submit photos and stories from trip to Jonathan, to personalize thank you letters to the quarries. 
 

Editor: Wendell reminded us of end of the year housekeeping for the changing of the board.  He re-
ceived a donation of a Lortone tumbler, to be sold at the December meeting.  He reported on opportu-
nities for the club at the Rockville Science Day and the USA Science and Engineering Festival. 
 
Property: Joel reported on the door prize inventory.  It is sufficient enough to wait and purchase more 
inventory at our club show.  There was discussion of the boards wishes for types of door prizes. 
 
Show Downstairs Chair: Pat has replacement exhibit case prices, and will bring to next meeting.  
Owen will assist her creating a Email fillable exhibit form for the show, to be placed on the club web-
site. There are 100 pre-forms ready for the shop. Elmer and Jeff will each make an additional 100.  
Heather will make an additional number, TBD. 
 
Show Chair (former): Heather was working on contracts, anticipating having them out by weeks 
end.  Dealer will send completed contracts to Mark.  All those present expressed their appreciation for 
Heather’s efforts. 
 
VP: Elmer anticipates sending a Thank You for the last presentation.   January and February have ten-
tative speakers.  Owen discussed a possible future speaker. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported that the net worth statement still in progress.  A full yearly budget will be 
ready for January.  Andy will send out Thank You letters for recent contributions.  Jeff Nagy directed 
a speaking honorarium to the club, Tom Parnell made a donation to FRA, and Al DeMilo directed his 
honorarium specifically to FRA. 
 
There was a final round of thanks to the outgoing President, Vice President, and Show Chair. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.      Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 

 

HAPPY NEWS  Jeff Cessna and Beth Hilkemeyer were married in the Catoctin 
mountains on November 1st.  Society members the Dahlmans and Muirs were in atten-
dance.  Beth and Jeff enjoyed their honeymoon in Hawaii, especially seeing the lava.  
Is the marriage “On the Rocks” so soon?  Congrats, Jeff and Beth, from us all. 
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FIELD TRIPS  No trips are currently scheduled for December.  

VESTS:  Field Trip Chair, Jonathan Harris, reports:  Many quarries, including Hunting Hill (Rockville), are now 
requiring all collectors to wear fluorescent safety vests.  These can be purchased from home centers and other 
stores.  Collectors should add this to their gear inventory.   
(Three styles of vests in yellow or orange are available at Harbor Freight in Gaithersburg are $3.99 to $8.99  Less 
if on sale or with coupon.  No endorsement intended Ed.) 
 
The November 1st trip to Rockville quarry had to be cancelled due to inclement weather.  
 

REPORTS OF PAST TRIPS              By Jonathan Harris  
November 14, La Farge Texas Quarry, Texas, MD.  For the first time in a dec-
ade, the GLMSMC and Baltimore area clubs visited with our host Page Herbert, a 
geologist-consultant, who many of us know from our days collecting at Medford.  
Texas quarry mines a large deposit of Cockeysville marble.           
     Quarrying in this area began in the early 1800's.  The Texas quarry is the only 
remaining active site in the area.  Marble from this and another local quarry were 
used extensively in the Washington Monument.  Today the quarry supplies mostly aggregate, but also building 
stone.  Page explained that the most pure calcite marbles command the highest price, and have been used in 
chemical, food, and pharmaceutical products--possibly even Tums. 
     Most of our collecting was on the lowest levels.  Page guided us to the bottom, where we could safely park our 
cars and walk to the adjacent rock piles.  Texas quarry shares one thing in common with that state--its size.  We 

only collected in a relatively small area of this huge mine.  In the upper walls we could see 
large tunnels, apparently bored to extract the purest calcite from the deposit. 
     The majority of the rock was a fine grain marble, with abundant pieces of phlogopite, a 
magnesium mica, and pyrite.  In a faulted area on the next level of the quarry, several collec-
tors found quartz and calcite crystals and spent considerable effort digging some out of the 
rock.  On the lower level, a pile of coarse grained white marble, held veins of phlogopite, 
with some books over an inch in diameter.   Collectors  even found some veins containing 
dravite, a magnesium rich tourmaline.  Long ago, much larger crystals of dravite had been 
collected at this site, but the those veins have long been removed.   Both the dravite and the 
phlogopite show greenish yellow-orange fluorescence under short wave UV. 
      

November 21, Vulcan’s Havre De Grace MD Quarry.  This was our first trip to this Quarry.  Our host, Pat Pie-
ton, a geologist and assistant plant manager gave us our safety briefing and then a slide show on the quarry and its 
operations and provided a glimpse of the challenges a quarry faces in supplying the right  material for modern 
construction projects.  Dirty gravel can't go in asphalt!  Pat had a large table of specimens from the world that 
they use to show school children when the visit the quarry.  
     The Havre De Grace quarry is strategically situated along the banks of the Susquehanna River.  The quarry 
material can be loaded directly onto barges for shipping.  Quarrying began in 1905 and the mine was acquired by 
Vulcan Materials in 2007.  The rock mined is diabase, gneiss, and metagabbro.  The quarry supplies chunks in 
sizes ranging from small gravel pieces for concrete and asphalt, to large boulders that serve as bollards to block a 
truck laden with explosives from reaching a building.  Pyrite is the most common mineral found by collectors. 
     After the presentation, Pat escorted us to a site from which we could access two 
benches.  For the first couple of hours we found mostly small pyrite cubes, pyrite 
masses, feldspar, and quartz with chlorite flecks. Then soon before finishing time, we 
found a rock pile with large crystals of pyrite--some about two inches long. Trimming 
the specimens proved to be a challenge. Like any good aggregate material, the diabase 
and gneiss proved extremely tough--tougher than the pyrite. Attempts to shatter or 
cleave the rock would almost certainly cleave through the brittle pyrite crystals. The 
shock of breaking boulders into manageable pieces would often shatter the pyrite. At 
home, even the stress from squeezing a rock in a rock cracker would shatter some of 
the pyrite crystals. Nevertheless we were able to acquire some interesting specimens.       
           All Photos from Jonathan Harris   

 

 
 




