PURPOSE: The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary
arts, and related subjects”.

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June. The
Society will meet on Monday February 14th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville. The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but L — :
the room is available to us at 7:30 pm so come early, chat with old friends, and
see what is on the Show Table. "The Nature of Earth’s _
Core", will be the topic presented by Dr. Chris Seagle. Dr. Seagle is a post- . =
doctoral fellow at the Smithsonian Institution, NMNH, Dept. of Mineral Sci-
ences and the Carnegie Institution of Washington, Geophysical Laboratory.
He received a B.S. in physics from lowa State University in 2004. In 2009 he
earned a Ph.D. in geophysical science at the University of Chicago for his
work on high pressure phase equilibria and planetary interiors.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday February 21st at the Home of Andy Muir. All
Board members are expected to be there. Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you
plan to attend at <amuir21@comcast.net> or phone 301 990 1370.

SHOW EXHIBITS - SHOW YOUR STUFF! Exhibit applications must be received by February
14th. A form is on page 11. Pat Repik-Byrne needs to know how to plan for the layout at the March Show.
Please keep her happy and don’t be late! NOTE THE EARLY DEADLINE FOR THIS YEAR OF FEB-
RUARY 14TH.

SNOW CONTINGENCY Reminder: If schools in Montgomery
2 County MD are to be cancelled, or let out early, because
of weather on the day of a scheduled Society meeting,
we will have no meeting. Call the President or a Board
Member (#s on the back of the ROCKHOUNDER) if in doubt.
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SAFETY MATTERS by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

We are all adults here. We know what we need to do to be safe in our daily lives,
with our hobby activities, and especially with our trips to mines, quarries, pits and pros-
pects. We all know, for example, that if the head of a rock chisel starts to mushroom the
safe and proper thing to do is to grind off the damaged portion of the chisel. We know
that grinding heats the metal and we should, therefore, wear gloves to protect our hands. | ©
We know another possibility is that we could keep the metal cool by occasionally dip- LES# <~ (4
ping it in water during the grinding operation. We know while grinding we need to wear face shields or
goggles, and use the grinding equipment built-in eye safety guard. We know what we need to do to be
safe.

Rules, guides and common sense bring us a good long way in approaching safety matters. There are
times, however, when the safe approach may not be obvious. If one were to grind an unknown sub-
stance, might there be harmful fumes released by the grinding process? If one were to use a non-
standard rock saw coolant, might there be any hazardous substances in the mist produced by the sawing
operation? If one were to be permitted to visit and collect at a newly discovered site, what unknown
hazards might be encountered? With common sense and attention to what is going on around one, many
situations requiring safety precautions have obvious solutions. Some situations, on the other hand, are
not so obvious. Rules and guidelines cannot possibly cover every scenario — unless one was prepared to
spend 24 hours a day, seven days a week in training. So, what is one to do to be safe?

The solution to an unknown situation is to prepare oneself as best as one can. Check out a new prod-
uct’s MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheet) by reading and understanding the information therein. Read
Manufacturer’s product recommendations. If using a product outside manufacturers recommendations -
contact the manufacturer and ask about your particular situation. Check into the numerous safety bro-
chures and guides relating to our hobby activity. One may find specific information in them covering
your situation. An unknown collecting site? Check into various field trip guides and reviews for similar
sites, look at area maps, and speak with folks who may be familiar with the area. In other words — be
pro-active when it comes to your safety and the safety of folks around you.

For this months’ review of an important safety matter, please check out Bill Klose’s great article on
frost bite and hypothermia in the November 2001 issue of the EFMLS News. Don’t have a copy of the
article? It may be found on the EFMLS website www.amfed.org/efmls. Click on the “Newsletter” tab
and then download the issue. It will arrive as a pdf file.

As I’m fond of saying when speaking about our great hobby, do not take safety for
granite. The rules are not cast in stone, but they are there for your protection, after all, your
safety matters. From the EFMLS News, February 2011

Our Presidents What famous North American geological
landmark is constantly moving backward?

Niagara Falls. The rim is worn down about
two and a half feet each year because of the
millions of gallons of water that rush over
it every minute.
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REGULAR MEETINGS MINUTES The January 10, 2011 meeting was called to order by
President Eric Kindahl at 7:43 pm, with approximately 75 people attgndt was M/S/P to approve
the minutes of the December 13, 2010 regular meeting.

FRA: The junior FRA group had their inaugural evening, lead by Linda Snkithlly McNeil pre-
sented recently earned badges, discussed the upcoming schedulecasskdithe new pin available
from the AFMS for earning all 15 FRA badges. She thanked Marknizathfor his recent guest lec-
ture on meteorites. Holly requested give-aways for kids tabtbe annual show. She will prepare
any labels needed. Holly also announced that there will be a yNeallard Award” for junior exhib-
its at our annual show.

President: Eric Kindahl reminded the Board of Directors that the Januamsting will take place on
the 24" at the Muir residence.

EFMLS Liaison & January Guest Editor: Wendell Mohr noted that he had sent out the club Roster.
See Wendell for any corrections. He had the 2011 Wildacres sehettlilapplications. Those inter-
ested in volunteering at the April 10th Rockville Science Day pleasdric Kindahl. The Region IV
Summer Annual Picnic may changes dates to 2nd Sat of MayW&eaell with any input. Wendell
discussed classes at Clearwater Nature Center and upcoming meetings.

Show Downstairs: Bob Irby has sent invitations to demonstrators. We would like to $@vpture
and cold working jewelry demonstrations. Talk to Bob with suggesti®a. Repik-Byrne had ex-
hibit applications. Remember the deadline is Februdfy Mvolunteer sign-up sheet was circulated.
George Durland handed out show flyers and posters for distribution.

George Reimherr brought specimens of Cockeysville marble from the Tezay @ give away.
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported the club finances are in good shape. Cheeks &om show deal-
ers. Andy had the special order of name badges along with piagmet backings. Magnet backings
for existing badges can be bought for one dollar. Pick up your badge and wear it.

Field Trips: Jonathan Harris discussed the upcoming field trip to the Smithsonian Natuealist.C

Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the evening, club member Pat

rick Haynes. Pat presentitiherals of the Thomas Range, Juab County, Utah

According to him, if you hike anywhere in the Thomas Range you can find topaz.
Pat showed, in photos and real life, some impressivete
paz specimens you can find if you are invited to collect
on a commercial claim. He went on to describe variqus
localities for some other available species, such |as
hematite, hematite after garnet, bixbyite, holfertite,
ferrocolumbite, red beryl, pseudobrookite, and sanidipe,
often with wonderful photos or photomicrographs ¢f

Photos by W. Mohr

quite interesting specimens. Thanks Pat.

Rod Towers administered the door prize drawing for juniors. JoehRambainistered the show table

and the drawings for the door and show table prizes.
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM. Jeff Cessna, Secret@




