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REGULAR MEETING  Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from Sep-
tember to June.  The Society will next meet on Monday January 12th in the dining room of 
the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carnation Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting 
will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 7:30 pm so come early to chat and  
see the Show Table materials.  Then hear the speaker: Dr. Michael Wise, a research miner-
alogist and curator since 1998, at the Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural 
History.  He is one of the world’s leading authorities on the mineralogy of pegmatites.  He is 
a consulting Editor for Rocks & Minerals Magazine  and an Adjunct Professor at the University of New Or-
leans.  His subject will be: The Pegmatites of Hiddenite North Carolina.  
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet January 19th, 2009 at 7:30 pm at the home of David and 
Nancy Ballard.  (The date was erroneous in the December Rockhounder.  Mea Culpa Ed.)  All Board mem-
bers are expected to be there.  Any member is welcome to attend but please let Nancy know if you plan to at-
tend. 

 

ROSTER  You will separately receive an updated Society roster.  Notice: This list of members is for the 

use of the GLMSMC and its members only, and may not be used by any other person or business entity for 
any purpose whatsoever without the express permission of the affected member or members. (Please report 
any changes, errors or missing information to Wendell Mohr, 301 926 7190 or <wmohr@erols.com>.)  

 

 

NEW MEMBERS   
 
 

BECKER, Francis, 4920 Griffith Road, Gaithersburg MD 20822-2011,  
301 253 2688, febedgehill@hotmail.com 
LEAMAN, Gary & Diane, 7524 Cinnabar Terrace, Gaithersburg MD  
20879-4577, 301 963 3702,  
Gary: gLeaman@comcast.net, Diane: DianeVMoore@comcast.net 

 

DECEMBER VISITOR 
Adelaide Tenembaum.  We hope that you come again. 
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SNOW CONTINGENCY  Reminder:  If schools in Mont- 
gomery County, MD are to be cancelled, or let out early, because of 
weather on the day of a scheduled Society meeting, we will have no  
meeting.  Call the Society President or a Board Member (Numbers on  
the back of the ROCKHOUNDER) if in doubt.         
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: Happy New Year! I'm looking forward to the new 
things that this year will bring.  It's been great to see so many new members over 
the past year.  To our new members, you're sure to find interesting and rewarding 
activities as part of the society.  Let me mention two of them ... 
Since our club is a member of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies (EFMLS), we all have the opportunity to attend two EFMLS sponsored 
workshops each year - one in the spring and one in the fall.  This year the dates are 
April 17 - 23, and September 7 - 13.  These week long workshops are held at the 
Wildacres Retreat in Little Switzerland, NC which is halfway between Asheville 
and Blowing Rock in North Carolina's Blue Ridge Mountains.  The speaker in resi-

dence for the spring session will be Dr. Michael Wise, Our January program speaker!  Attendees typically take 
two classes during the week.  The Spring classes this year cover many topics: faceting, cabbing, lost wax cast-
ing, silver smithing, glass engraving & etching, micro mounting, wire wrapping, bead weaving, Picasso jewelry, 
metal clay (PMC), and a study of the Wildacres wilderness.  Information about Wildacres can be found at 
<http://www.amfed.org/efmls/>, click “Newsletters”, then “January 2009”.  See page 1 for general information, 
pages 5 & 6 for the class listings, and page 9 for the Registration Form. The modest price of $345 for this 
spring's session covers the classes as well as lodging in a modern, motel-style private room and three meals a 
day. How can you beat that?  Well, you can… 
     Our society offers one Wildacres sponsorship each year which reimburses the week's cost for one society 
member.  If you've been a GLMSMC member for a year, you've never been to Wildacres, and you're willing to 
give our club a presentation or write an article about your Wildacres experience, you are eligible for this spon-
sorship.  Since the workshops fill up first-come, first-served it is a good idea to get your registration in as soon 
as you can.  Please contact me if you are interested in sponsorship or would like more information including the 
Wildacres registration form. 
     Let's not forget that our 45th Annual GLMSMC Show is coming up soon - March 21-22.  All of you 
(especially our new members) are encouraged to put a display case in the show. Everyone who puts in a display 
case receives a $10 voucher for purchases at the show.  The 2' x 4' cases are provided by the club, but you get to 
decide what goes inside.  The display can be on any theme related to gems, lapidary arts, minerals, fossils, jew-
elry, etc.  You can also put in multiple cases or even share a case with someone else.  It takes preparation so it's 
not too early to start.  See the excellent Rockhounder articles on how to prepare a display case ("It's Easy To Set 
Up A Showcase" at <http://www.glmsmc.com/Rockhounder/Jan%202008%20Rockhounder.pdf> and 
"Displaying Your Treasures" at <http://www.glmsmc.com/Rockhounder/Feb%202008%20Rockhounder.pdf>   
(If you do not use E Mail, contact me or Wendell Mohr for the information contained in the above web sites.)  I 
hope you'll give it a try - show us what interests you.                                       Mark.                             
                                         

FIELD TRIPS:  January 31st, Noon-4 pm.  Indoor Field Trip to the Smithsonian's Naturalist Center, 741 

Miller Dr., SE, Suite G2, Leesburg, VA.  Children 10 and older are welcome if accompanied by a parent.  The 
Naturalist Center features specimens of rocks, minerals, and fossils  that you can actually pick up and examine 
as well as dissecting microscopes and a UV light.  You can bring in your own unknowns to compare with the 
center's specimens.  The collection includes a sizable number of specimens of local rocks, minerals, and fossils.  
This is a good trip for new rockhounds to get acquainted with specimens you are apt to find on field trips.  To 
those planning on attending, please Email Jonathan at <jgharris7@comcast.net> by January 17, as the staff 
requested two weeks notice to make sure they have enough volunteers to accommodate us.  It is possible that we 
could exceed the limits of what they can handle, in which case a second field trip will be scheduled.   
See <http://www.mnh.si.edu/education/fieldtrip/planned_programs/naturalist_center/index.html>  
Directions: From the Beltway in Virginia, take exit 45A onto the Dulles Toll Rd (VA-267), continue all the way 
to exit 1A onto US-15 Byp/VA-7 (almost to Leesburg).  Go 0.7 mi, turn RIGHT (South) onto Sycolin Rd SE for 
1.3 mi.  Turn RIGHT (West) onto Miller Dr SE and go 0.2 miles to the office park.  The trip is about 42 minutes 
from Rockville.  Jonathan Harris will email announcements of any trips scheduled after press time.  Get on his 
list if you are not already included and are interested. Contact him at <jgharris7@comcast.net>.  No E Mail?  
Call Jonathan at 301-545-0808.   
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES:   President Mark Dahlman called the December 8, 2008 meeting 
to order at 7:48 pm.  Approximately 40 people were in attendance. 
 
He announced the Patuxent Lapidary Guild’s Winter sale on December 20th.  Mark had AFMS and EFMLS 
Newsletters for anyone to read who wanted.  (View them at the web sites <http://www.amfed.org/
afms_news.htm> and <http://www.amfed.org/efmls/newsletters.htm> Ed.) 
 
It was noted:  Free copies of the Lapidary Journal and Gems and Gemology  
  magazines were again available courtesy of the estate of Sue Patch. 
  Chuck Mason was selling books, with the proceeds in excess of his  
  cost going to the Society. 

 
Mark announced the commencement of the Future Rockhounds of America 
Program in January. Holly McNeil graciously volunteered to lead the program.  
Meetings for juniors will be held in the sunroom from 7:45 to 9:00 pm.   
 
It was M/S/P that the minutes of the November 10th & 17th Regular and  
Board meetings be approved. 
 
Membership applications for Diane and 

Gary Leaman and Frances Becker were accepted.  It was M/S/P to ap-
prove their membership.   
Visitor: Adelaide Tenembaum. 
 
Andy Muir announced that he had specimens free to all. 
 
Wendell mentioned the commercial “Fall Festival of Fine Minerals, Fossils, and Jewelry” show Dec 13th.  
Joel Rosen stated that the location has been changed from the Days Inn in Timonium to Damien’s.  Wendell 
also mentioned upcoming class instruction and events of interest. 
 

Mark recognized Juan and Luisa Proaño who arrive late after 
movers finished packing up their house contents in prepara-
tion for their move to Washington Crossing PA.  Mark pre-
sented Juan a personalized booklet with historic pictures of 
Juan and pages of written comments from members.  As an 
extremely active member, Juan was recognized for his long 
time contributions to the Society.  In turn Juan thanked every-
one and told of his pleasure of the years being in the Society. 

 
The formal meeting ended about 8:45 pm but 
holiday festivities continued until about 9:55 pm.  
Members and friends had tables for the 
Swap’N’Sell.  “Pot-Luck” finger foods were con-
tributed and enjoyed by all.  Nancy Ballard, once 
more, provided the beverages and accoutrements.  
Thanks, Nancy. Perhaps the nicest part of the eve-
ning was the spirit of comradeship of all people of 
like interests.         W. Mohr, Secretary Pro-Tem. 
 

NOTE:  No Board meeting was held in Dec.  
 
 
 


