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DEADLINE for the February 2010 Rockhounder: January 24 

    
 
 
 
 

 

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will meet on Monday January 11th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 7:30 
pm so come early and chat with old friends and see what you and others have on the Show Table.   
  
 The program speaker will be Dr. Peter Kranz talking about the “Dinosaurs in the 

Washington DC Area” and the new “Dinosaur Park”, 41 acres of land south of Laurel and 
overseen by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning commission.  He was the 
power behind the establishment of the Dinosaur Park, recently opened.  There were articles 
in the media but it should be interesting to hear his viewpoint.  Dr. Kranz is a geologist and 
President of the Dinosaur Fund, a Washington-based nonprofit organization that supports 
dinosaur fossil research and preservation in the region.   
 See <http://terpconnect.umd.edu/~gdouglas/index.html>. 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet on January 18 at the home of Andy Muir at 7:30 pm. 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR PERSON  We are in need of someone to serve as 
Membership Chair for 2010.  Please consider this opportunity to contribute to our 
Society.  Our Membership Chair greets visitors, accepts applications from prospec-
tive members, collects dues, issues membership cards, and keeps a record of our 
Society's enrollment.  Many of the record keeping functions are handled by the 
Editor.  The person automatically becomes a member of the Board of Directors.  

Talk with the President, Eric Kindahl,  or any of the board members if you can help the Society in the role of 
Membership Chair.   
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ROSTER UPDATE  An updated roster is being sent out in 
January.  It is for the convenience of members and will be 
mailed or E mailed to members only.  It is not to be used to so-
licit business, nor will it be distributed outside of the Society.   If 
any data in your listing has changed, (Address, phone number, E 
Mail, children added or deleted) and you have not told Wendell 
Mohr about it, please do it NOW.  
 

���������������
SNOW CONTINGENCY  Reminder:  If schools in Mont-
gomery County, MD are to be cancelled, or let out early, because 
of weather on the day of a scheduled Society meeting, we will 
have no meeting.  Call the Society President or a Board Member 
(Numbers on the back of the ROCKHOUNDER) if in doubt. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
  

 Happy 2010 to one and all!  As we look forward to a new year, I would first 
like to look back and thank Mark Dahlman for his service to our club as its president 
for the past two years.  Mark provided us with steady leadership and an ever-present 
smile to welcome new members and old.  Since joining the club, I have always 
looked forward to sharing in Mark’s excitement about our hobby, his eagerness to 
learn from others, and his willingness to share his knowledge and experiences.  You 
have given me a fine example to emulate, Mark, and I look forward to working with 
you and the rest of the club in the coming year.  I am pleased to report that Mark 
Dahlman will continue in an important leadership role in our club as our new Show 
Chairman.  I am confident he will continue the dedicated work our retiring show chairman, Heather 
Felsen, has done for the past several years. Thank you, Mark, for taking on this important task! 
 It’s never too early to be thinking about our club’s annual Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show!  
This year’s show will be held March 20-21 at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds in Gaithersburg.  
For those of you who are new to the club and have not experienced our show, we welcome you to visit 
the exhibits and dealers and participate in the many hands-on activities.  More importantly, we would 
like you to become part of the show by volunteering to help out and or putting together an exhibit. Our 
show is one of the most talked about in the region, and we will host approximately 1500 visitors over 
the two days of the show.  This major undertaking is supported by the volunteer efforts of our mem-
bership, and we need your help to make this a success. 
 At our upcoming club meetings, we will be calling for volunteers to sign up for shifts to help 
with set-up, operation, and clean-up.  There are a wide variety of tasks, so all members will be able to 
find something to fit their schedules and interests.  Since joining the club four years ago, I have helped 
with set-up and clean-up for the shows.  I have found this to be a wonderful time to get to know other 
club members and to listen to great tales of rockhounding adventures. 
 I would also encourage you to put together an exhibit for the show.  We have many cases to 
fill, and this is a great chance to show off your collection or make connections to fellow collectors 
who share your particular passion.  Exhibitor forms will be available at our meetings, along with a 
room full of club members eager to help you with your exhibit. 
 Looking forward to seeing you at our January meeting, Eric. 

 

  SHOW TABLE: There was no Show Table at the December meeting. 

 

  DOOR PRIZE   
  The General Door Prize, A nice Prehnite from Prospect Park NJ was won by 
       Beth Campanella.  
 

  SILENT AUCTION  Two Lortone tumblers and several fluorescent mineral   
 specimens were sold at the December meeting.  One tumbler was a gift 
 from Gil Bowen, the other a gift from Jed Brown. 

 
A story about a woman at a rock shop with fly swatters:                                                                         

She had swatted two male flies and two female flies.  
How did she know what sex they were?   

Two females were on the phone and two males  
were on a beer can.  June 2009 Shin-Skinner News 
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES   The December 14, 2009 meeting was 
called to order by President Mark Dahlman at 7:44 pm, with approximately 49 peo-
ple attending.  It was M/S/P that the minutes of the November 9, 2009 regular meet-
ing and the November 16, 2009 board meeting be approved. 
 
Visitor, Matt Charsky, past-president of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and 
Lapidary Societies, announced the upcoming 60th annual convention of the EFMLS, 
held in conjunction with the 50th annual show of the Delaware Mineralogical Soci-
ety, on 6-7 March 2010 in Wilmington, DE.  Matt also thanked the club for its many 
generous donations to the EFMLS and the American Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 
 
President: Mark announced the silent auction of four lots of fluorescent materials and two Lortone 
tumblers.  The end of the auction would be called by Wendell, with all items being sold. The society is 
in need of a Membership Chair. 
 
There was a moment of silence in remembrance of the club members who passed away in November, 
Michael Tihomirov and Nancy Ballard. 

 
Several awards were presented from the EFMLS and American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (see the Dec. Rockhounder for list).  Congratulations to 
all for their well-deserved awards.  Regarding the Each One Teach One award 
presented to Holly for her FRA efforts, Jack Busch noted that the club began as a 
club for juniors and today’s juniors are the future of the club. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported that the checks from show dealers have begun arriving. 

 
Field Trips: Jonathan discussed possibilities for field trips in January, such as indoor trips to Univer-
sity of Richmond or the Smithsonian Naturalist Center, or outdoor trip to Delaware or Calvert Cliffs 
fossil localities. 
 
Editor: Wendell suggested an upper limit for tumbler bids based on local tumbler prices. He reported 
on upcoming rock related events and classes. 
 
Show: Mark stepped into the Show Chair position.  Thank you, Mark.  Pat Repik-Byrne announced 
we have 45 cases to fill (6 are fluorescents).  There will be a limit of 2 per person to start.  Bob Irby 
asked for help finding demonstrators, particularly a sculptor.  George has show flyers. 
 
Guest Tom Dunne asked for information on the Wissahickon Formation and the formation of the Ap-
palachians to both enlighten his grandkids and prepare a flyer for the Croydon Creek Nature Center. 
 
A good time was had by all at the holiday party, a great opportunity to swap, sell, and get better ac-
quainted with other members.  The refreshments were guaranteed not to have any calories.  
 
Joel Rosen administered the door prize give-away. Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.  
                    
                   Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES   A brief impromptu Board meeting was held on December 14, 
2009.  Board members present: Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, George Durland, Heather Felsen, Jona-
than Harris, Elmer Lantz, Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir, Pat Repik-Byrne, Joel Rosen.  Future board 
member present: Owen Powers.  President Mark Dahlman called the meeting to order at 7:39 pm to 
discuss club participation in the U.S. Science Festival to be held in October 2010 on the National 
Mall.  It was decided to postpone a decision until more information was gathered by Mark.  Subse-
quent to the meeting it was M/S/P that the club decline to participate this year. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 PM.               Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Holiday Party  
Pictures  

by W. Mohr 

The Newlyweds! 


