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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.  
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If any issues arise that require Board action they will be handled by E Mail and/or phone. 

 
DUES Your GLMSMC membership expires August 31, 2010.   Membership dues are due by Sept. 1st.  
Single membership is $15 per year, Family membership (Which is defined as up to 2 adults and children un-
der 18 years of age) is $20 per  year.  There is a $5.00 surcharge for late renewals.  We pay dues for 
EFMLS/AFMS affiliations and over $3.00 for insurance for each member over 10 years of age so when re-
newing, list only those interested in taking part in Society activities.  Please send dues (check to GLMSMC) 
to new Membership Chairman Doug Baum, 11205 Golden Meadow Court, Germantown MD 20876-1740, 
(301 515 4641 or e-mail dbaum@gazette.net for questions.)  He will mail your membership card(s) back to 
you if you send him a self addressed stamped envelope, otherwise you may pickup your card(s) at the Sep-
tember regular meeting.  If your phone number, address, E Mail address, or other vital information has 
changed since the January 2010 Roster or subsequent Rockhounders please let us know.  Help by paying 
your dues on time.  DO IT NOW while you are thinking about it!  Reconsider if you are willing to “go 
green”: If you are willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail only, so note when sending in your dues. 
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CAMPANELLA, Paul, 20004 Apperson Place, Germantown MD 
20876, 301 525 1251, paulywogz@hotmail.com. 
 
LINTON, Sam, 914 Oakdale Circle, Millersville MD 21108-1442, 
410 814 8847, cooldragonshirts@yahoo.com.  

 
LUZIER, Christopher & Stephanie, 847 Springdale Drive,  
Millersville MD 21108-1436, 443 995 5363, csoluz2@aol.com. 
     Olivia (02/96) 
 
Ancient Egyptians slept on pillows made of stone.  That's actually 
what caused many of their deaths................................pillow fights. 
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ROSTER CHANGES 
MASON, Chuck and Marybeth, reinstate e-mail addresses:  Chuck: sugartree2@comcast.net,  
Mary Beth: m.b.mason@comcast.net. 
PARNELL, Tom, new: e-mail Barjpar@gmail.com, phone 757 305 1957. 
 

ROCK AND GEM MAGAZINE ARTICLE  A freelance photographer named Andrea Stein 
from Columbia, Maryland asked permission to take photographs at our show in March.  She had pre-
viously attended the show. She was granted permission by Mark Dahlman to photograph freely and 
obtain necessary releases.  There was no charge to the GLMSMC for her work.  She brought together 
her pictures along with a superbly written commentary which was submitted and accepted for publica-
tion by R&G Magazine.  You may want to obtain a copy of the July 2010 publication if you do not 
subscribe and view the very attractive two full page spread.  Thank you, Andrea, for the fine article 
which will go far to promote our Show in the future. 

 
 

 
ADDITIONAL FRA LEADERSHIP  We are desperately searching for someone to lead 
the 6 – 9 year olds in the Future Rockhounds program.  Will YOU help?  Having more instruc-
tional assistance will allow our program for youths to more suitably meet the needs for the di-
verse ages and capabilities of our youngsters.  You need not know everything about minerals, fos-
sils and gems to be able to help.  Plenty of support in terms of materials and program information 
will be provided.  The society has the ability to rent additional space for the primary grade kids 
for 7 pm to 8 pm so you will still be able to attend the main meeting lecture.  Please give Holly a 
helping hand.  Contact her at 301 605 7179 or <fra_advisor@glmsmc.com> if you want more in-
formation.  The need is NOW.  We need to reserve the space for the fall session, so please contact 
Holly prior to August 30th. The program, which has been so successful is in danger of failing if 

we don’t support Holly in her request.   
 

ROCKHOUNDER EDITOR  A new editor is needed by the 
end of the year when Wendell Mohr will retire from that position.  
The new person should be versed in using computer word process-
ing or publishing programs.  A Job Description with most of the de-
tails of the job is available for anyone showing interest.  The person 
automatically becomes a member of the Board of Directors.   

       Contact Eric Kindahl if you think that you are the person for the job.   



Photo by W. Mohr    
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  The June 14, 2010 meeting was called to order by Past-
President Mark Dahlman at 7:45 pm, with approximately 67 people attending.  It was M/S/P to ap-
prove the minutes of the May 10, 2010 regular meeting and May 17, 2010 board meeting. 
 
FRA: Holly McNeil presented the program’s first Rockhound Badge to Jimmy Cummins, the 2nd in 
MD and 1 of only 4 in MD, DC and VA.  Congratulations, Jimmie. 
 
Past-President: Mark Dahlman announced a silent-auction of lapidary equipment donated by Mike 
Elwood.  All items sold.  Mark noted we still need FRA help, a membership chair, and a Rockhounder 
Editor in training. 

 
Wendell Mohr introduced Eric Keen, the winner of the GLMSMC Senior prize 
in the Montgomery County Science Fair.  Eric presented his project, Does Moun-

tain Top Removal Affect Precipitation Patterns?  He described his chosen sites, 
the availability of data, his methods, and his results.  With some results inconclu-
sive and one site, Hazard, KY showing more variability after mining, Eric hopes 
his results will provide others with a basis to continue the investigation.  Eric’s 
mother, Christine Keen was a visitor and assisted with the digital projection. 
Thanks, Eric for a fine presentation. 
 

Editor: Wendell Mohr noted that there will be more equipment for auction as time goes on.  He an-
nounced that it was the last evening to apply for the Wildacres scholarship.  He had applications and 
the schedule for the fall session.  He listed many upcoming classes from Montgomery Co., the South-
ern MD Mineral Club, Patuxent Lapidary Guild, Glen Echo Park, and Audubon Society. 
 
Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the evening, Dr. 
Michael Wise.  Dr. Wise enlightened us on Zeolite Mineralogy and Pegmatites.  He 
started with a description of zeolites, a subject in which he had little interest until he real-
ized they were not as uncommon in pegmatites as previously thought.  Apparently most 
people don’t look for them because they don’t know they occur, they aren’t gem quality, 
they’re small and not common.  They occur in miarolitic cavities or the core of the peg-
matite, coating surfaces of minerals already formed, therefore in chemically evolved peg-
matites.  After giving many examples of what you can find, pollucite, bikitaite, laumon-
tite, stilbite, chabazite-ca, scolecite, and chiavennite, he discussed the current theories for 
development, all of which have problems.  There must be Ca left at the end of the process, but where 
does it come from?  Remember not to scrub that material off of your pegmatite; it just might be a zeo-
lite!  Thanks Dr. Wise. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan Harris discussed some upcoming trips, see this newsletter. He requested help 
locating trip opportunities. 
 
It was M/S/P to accept membership of visitors Paul Campanella; Sam Linton; and Christopher, 
Stephanie, and Olivia Luzier. 
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported there was nothing to report. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM.                    Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 
 

Photographs by W. Mohr 
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FIELD TRIPS   
Maine Mineral Collecting Opportunity                by Woody Thompson via June-July EFMLS News 
     The Maine Geological Survey in conjunction with the Maine Mineral Symposium Association is 
sponsoring a series of collecting trips to many of the famed Maine collecting areas. 
     Because of the popularity of these trips and the limited number of participants who can attend, 
those wishing to attend one or more of the trips will need to register.  Following closure of the regis-
tration period, lottery drawings will be held to determine who the lucky trip participants will be. 
     2010 trips being planned are as follows: 
Sat., July 17: Palermo Mine, No. Groton, NH, Saturday, September 4: Newry Mines, Newry, ME, 
Sat., August 21: Ryerson Hill Quarry, Paris, ME, and Sat., October 23: Newry Mines, Newry, ME. 
     For information visit  <www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/explore/minerals/fieldtrips/fieldtrips.htm>. 
 

JUNE SILENT AUCTION  The 24" flat lap went to high bidder Andy Celmer.  The 10" trim 
saw was claimed by Jonathan Harris.  The tumbler, with only one bid went home with Elmer Lantz.                                 
We are grateful to Mike Ellwood for the donation which netted the Society $111.00.  
 
PAUL D. VANCE   Born March 14, 1921.  Died June 14 2010.   
Paul had suffered a long decline in health.  Wendell Mohr represented 
GLMSMC at the small service held.  Burial was just North of Cumber-
land MD in Bedford County, Artemus PA. 
      
He earned a Master of Commercial Sciences degree from Southeastern 
University in Washington, DC, was an accountant and an Officer of the 
Corporations of The Warner family plumbing businesses, retiring in 
1996 after 37 years of service.  
      
Survivors include his wife of 42 years, Virginia, who is also a Society 
member, two sisters, Ruth V. Fields, and June V. Stull, and many nieces, nephews, and cousins.  

      
Paul was a long time member of the Society.  His interest was in lapidary 
and his specialty was cutting and polishing Jade.  He was a speaker about 
his passion for jade at our meetings.  He exhibited his work at many of our 
annual shows.  Helping to fashion the pre-forms for the workshop at the 
Show was a routine for him.  Always willing to help others, he taught 
many people about cutting at the Show but also invited many members to 
his home for personalized instruction. 
 
He served as Treasurer and was elected to Life Membership in the Society. 
Should you want to send a note to Virginia, her address is 8811 Patricia 
Court, College Park MD 20740-2024. 
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