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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.  
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If any issues arise that require Board action they will be handled by E Mail and/or phone. 

 

DUES Your GLMSMC membership expires August 31, 2010.   Membership dues are due by Sept. 1st.  
Single membership is $15 per year, Family membership (Which is defined as up to 2 adults and children un-
der 18 years of age) is $20 per  year.  There is a $5.00 surcharge for late renewals.  We pay dues for 
EFMLS/AFMS affiliations and over $3.00 for insurance for each member over 10 years of age so when re-
newing, list only those interested in taking part in Society activities.  Please send dues (check to GLMSMC) 
to Membership Chairman Doug Baum, 11205 Golden Meadow Court, Germantown MD 20876-1740, (301 
515 4641 or e-mail dbaum@gazette.net with any questions.)  He will mail your membership card(s) back to 
you if you send him a self addressed stamped envelope, otherwise you may pickup your card(s) at the Sep-
tember regular meeting.  If your phone number, address, E Mail address, or other vital information has 
changed since the January 2011 Roster or subsequent Rockhounders please let us know.  Help by paying 
your dues on time.  DO IT NOW while you are thinking about it!  Reconsider if you are willing to “go 
green”: If you are willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail only, so note when sending in your dues. 

 

NEW MEMBERS  
HANSON, Chris, 20437 Watkins Meadow Drive, Germantown MD 20876-4263, 301 972 2961,  
ChrisMah5@aol.com 
 
MILLER, Ruth, 1701 Cody Drive, Silver Spring MD  
20902-4024, 301 593 7917, rlmdc@verizon.net 
     Isaac Moles (11/02) 

 
ROSTER CHANGE: 
CATON, Tom, email: thomas.caton@verizon.net 
 

CONDOLENCES to Mark, Becky, and Annie 
Dahlman.  Mark’s father, Eugene Dahlman died at 
the age of 84 on June 5, 2011 in Virginia.  Beside  
Mark, he was survived by two other sons and his 
wife, Greta.  We share in your sorrow.  
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DEADLINE for Sept.  2011 Issue: Aug.28th 
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES   
The June 13, 2011 meeting was called to order by Treasurer Andy Muir at 7:46 pm, with approximate-
ly 62 people attending.  It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2011 regular meeting and 
the May 16, 2011 board of directors meeting. 
 
FRA: Holly McNeil presented multiple badges (see this newsletter). 

 
Field Trips: Jonathan discussed the upcoming field trips.  He noted 
that the Havre De Grace trip may have material from a new blast in a 
productive part of the quarry.  Jonathan had give-away laumontite 
and other zeolites from the Churchville Quarry, Churchville, MD.  
To preserve the crystals, either keep these wet or soak them 15 
minutes in 1 part Elmer’s glue to 8 parts water.  Jim Kostka had 
nicely trimmed and labeled give-away material from Vulcan Materi-
als Manassas Quarry, Manassas, VA. 
 

EFMLS Liaison & Guest Editor: Wendell Mohr has the application forms for the Wildacres sessions 
this fall.  He also gave information about some newly announced Patuxent Lapidary Guild classes and 
several regional club shows.  He reminded us that there are no club meetings for the months of July 
and August.  The position of editor still needs to be filled. 
 
Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the 
evening, our own Bob Simonoff, father of noted author and speaker Jessica 
Simonoff.  Bob presented A Mineral Collecting Trip to the Ilimaussaq Com-

plex of Greenland.  He began with a discussion of the history of the area and 
a description of the socioeconomic realities.  A general discussion was given 
of the many events that led to the unique geology of the area.  While fluores-
cent minerals are a focus they are not the only mineralogical interest in the 
area.  During WWII it was a major supplier of cryolite, used as a flux in the 
electrolytic processing of bauxite to yield aluminum.  The area is also home 
to the uranium mine where Danish physicist Niels Bohr collected material for 
his research.  We were given a photographic tour including the long, involved, trip to the area, the col-
lecting localities, and finally the fluorescent minerals that can be collected there.  Thanks Bob. 
 
It was M/S/P to approve the memberships of Isaac Moles  and Chris Hansen. 
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported that the club finances are still strong. 
 
Mark Dahlman administered the show table and the drawings for the door and show table prizes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.               Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 
 

A man was looking for crystals at a country road cut and not having much luck.  A cow came 
along and stopped near him.  "Your trouble is you are too far South for the best crystals," said 
the cow.  Startled, the man jumped back and ran down the road until he met the farmer.  He 
told the farmer his story.  "Was it a large red cow with a brown spot over the right eye?" 

asked the farmer.  "Yes!"  "Oh, I wouldn't listen to Bessie," said the Farmer. "She doesn't know any-
thing about minerals or crystals."  

Photo by W. Mohr  

Photo by W. Mohr  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 
Board members present: Doug Baum, Jeff Cessna, Jonathan Harris, Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir, Owen 
Powers.  Treasurer Andy Muir called the June 20, 2011 meeting to order at 7:35 pm. 
 
The cessation of the junior door prize during the main meeting was discussed.  It was noted that there is 
a stock of purchased material.  The Junior drawing could be done after the break to not interfere with 
the MOCKS session.  The Board will reconsider the issue after Mark, Rod, and Holly give considera-
tion. 
 
EFMLS Liaison & Guest Editor:  Wendell Mohr discussed the status of several proposed donations 
to the club.  Dr. Lewis Hsu donated material and books for juniors that will be used in the FRA pro-
gram. Dates have been announced for the next USA Science Festival in Washington, DC.  The Society 
will consider participation.  The position of editor still needs to be filled. 
 
There was a discussion of possible nominations for election to fill Board of Director positions.  At least 
a president and vice-president will be needed.  If you are interested in giving back to the club please 
contact any current Board member. 
 
FRA: Andy Muir will be giving a presentation on fluorescence to the MOCKS in September.  He solic-
ited donations of labeled fluorescent material. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan discussed upcoming trips and his efforts to gain access to sites currently not open 
to collectors.  This may require that some sites carry a designation that material collected is for personal 
use, not commercial use. 
 
Vice President: Owen Powers noted that an organizer is needed for the January 2012 meeting program, 
presenting volunteer opportunities at the annual club show and key points for great exhibits. 
 
Membership: Doug Baum discussed some possible changes to the membership form. 
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported on the clubs finances.  He discussed the draft budget that will be pre-
pared for the yearly audit. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 PM.                Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 
      

     Many years ago a friend of mine called Joe worked in the gold mines.  He would go to 
work early in the morning, go down the mine to the ore face and do his eight hour stint, then 
come back to the surface to get ready to come home.  He followed this daily routine faithfully 
for years on end, down the mine in the morning and up at the end of his shift.  Down then up, 

down then up. 
     One day while he was at the ore face he swung his pick and the point went deep into a rock.  He 
eventually managed to remove the pick from the rock, and as he did so he was engulfed in a deluge of 
water.  He was absolutely drenched by the water, and his work mates remarked that he looked about 10 
years younger since the water had covered him.  They all tried to get soaked, and those that managed 
did indeed look 10 years younger.  He, and those of his friends who had managed to get covered by the 
water, were thankful but they couldn't stop wondering why they had only been made to look 10 years 
younger. 
     Why hadn't they been made to look 20 or 25 years younger than they really were?  It must be obvi-
ous that it was only a miner miracle! 
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            BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS::::�

���JULY:JULY:JULY:JULY:        Blythe Batchelder, Sam Briglia, Stephen Campanella,  
Maureen Campeau, Patricia Carter, Michael Ciletti, David Colvin, Susan Day,  

 Antonia Dentes, Claire DeSalvo, Wendy DeWolfe, Gerald Elgert, Sam Briglia,  
 Jonathan Harris, Dave Johnson, Krystal Lai, Susan Luff, Andrew Mays,  

 Tim Morgan, Savannah Muir, William Nagy, Bob Olshin, David Paraboschi,  
Jim Paraboschi, Michael Paraboschi, Barry Remer, Julianne Remer, Donna Rimar, 

Conrad Smith, Charlotte Tyler, Dee Williams, Takashi Yabuki. 

AUGUST:AUGUST:AUGUST:AUGUST:  Gus Anderson, David Ballard, Alex Batchelder, Grace Briglia, Larry Campbell,  
 Lisa Carp, Carolyn Carter, Annie Dahlman, John Gunnison, Jacob Harris, David Hennessey,  

 Norma Irby, George Loud, Kevin McCright, Hannah McCright, Steven McNeil, Denise Muir,  
 Gabi Muir, Bill Porter, Joel Rosen, Nancy Shinowara, Louis Van Rafelghem, Kate Vargo,  

 David Weiss, Barbara Wells. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA (The MOCKS)  Ages 10-15 
             Meeting Date: September 12, 2011 Meeting time: 7:45 - 9:00 pm 
   Meeting Location: Sunroom Cafeteria at the Rockville Senior Center 
         
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Jonathan Baum who earned the Gemstone Lore & Legend badge, 
Elena Olshin who earned the Rocks & Minerals badge, and Abbie Olshin who earned the Rocks & 
Minerals and the Gemstone Lore & Legend badges. 
  
June 13th Meeting Recap:  We were privileged to have a guest speaker, Dr. Michael Wise of the De-
partment of Mineral Sciences, Smithsonian Museum of Natural History discuss “Minerals in our 
Daily Lives.”  We learned just how important minerals are to EVERYTHING we do.   How we eat, 
live and play are dependent upon the minerals we obtain from the earth.  Without minerals, there 
would be no computers, video games, cell phones, dishes, utensils, paint, electricity, etc. in short – 
back to the stone age we would go.  Dr. Wise discussed conflict minerals and other mining contro-
versies and conflict minerals and gave us a lot to think about.  
 
Reminder – no meetings in July or August – see you in September for Fluorescents! 
 

For more information on the Future Rockhounds of America program, please contact:  
Holly McNeil at <fra_advisor@glmsmc.com> or 301-605-7179.   

Photos by W. Mohr   
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FIELD TRIPS 
 
Saturday July 9 Vulcan Materials Havre De Grace MD Quarry.  Meet at the office at  7:20 am, collect 
until noon.  We expect that there will be fresh blasted material from one of the more productive levels!  
Minimum age for attending is 10.  Minors under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent and 
both must be club members.  The Havre De Grace Quarry mines Port Deposit gneiss, diabase, and 
mettagabbro.  Among the minerals reported found are epidote, pyrite, zeolites, siderite, titanite, feldspar, 
and quartz.   
     Circumstances beyond our control -- weather or problems at the quarry can cause last minute cancel-
lations so it is advisable to check your email Friday evening for any changes.  Jonathan will try to avoid 
such situations and give notice as soon as he learns of them.  Please be on time.  Late comers who miss 
the safety briefing cannot collect at the quarry.  Signup by 5 pm, Wednesday July 6 at 
<jgharris7@gmail.com> (preferred) or phone 301-545-0808.  In your e-mail notification, please con-
firm that you have read and agree to the waiver and rules.  Please include "Havre De Grace" in the sub-
ject of your email message to make it easier for Jonathan to find.  
     Directions:  Take I-270 to the beltway and go east on I-495 to exit 27, right ramp to turn left onto I-
95.  Take I-895 (Harbor Tunnel Thruway).  Merge onto I-95.  At exit 89 (Havre de Grace) turn right 
onto MD-155 (Level Road and later Superior Street.)  Turn Left onto Graceview Drive.  Turn left onto 
Quarry road to 938 Quarry Road on the left.  About 80 miles from Rockville.  Allow about 1.5 hours 
from Rockville. 
 
REPORT ON JUNE 11th FIELD TRIP   to Vulcan Quarry in Dale, Virginia.  By Gerald Elgert�

      
     Hopes were high as we drove down I-95 to the Vulcan Materials 
Quarry in Dale, Virginia, just south of Richmond.  Jeff Splitstoser of 
the GLMS of DC had invited our own club along on a joint collecting 
trip.  Meeting us at the quarry was Tom Brazell, the Manager of Geol-
ogy and Mine Planning for Vulcan and Wayne Orr, the Quarry Man-
ager.  Before guiding us to the quarry floor, Tom presented a safety 
lecture and had us sign release forms.  He explained how Vulcan ar-
ranges for trips for schools and clubs as part of their community out-
reach program. 
      

     Once down and on the quarry floor, it 
felt really cool, considering the heat wave 
we had suffered in the D.C. area the week before.  Wayne explained that had 
rained the night before, and he expected the lower levels of the quarry to be 
muddy.  There was also a faint and sometimes stronger reminder of a local 
landfill that wafted an occasional aroma across our nostrils.  Meeting us was 
a huge rock garden of base granite with feldspar pegmatite veins here and 
there.  It was in the quartz cores, near the cream colored feldspar, that beryl 

would be found.   
 
     Tom went on to explain that garnets would also be found in these veins 
along with biotic (book) mica.  While no one in our group found the latter, 
Jon Harris was first to find a good sized almandine garnet, a nice clear one 
with good color.  The remainder of us searched and searched some more, 
splitting rocks and looking through the various rock gardens strewn about the 
quarry floor and finding just lots of little, drusy like garnet crystals.    
              Continued on Page 6 
      

Gerald Elgert, Wayne Orr, Quarry  
Manager, Jeff Splitstoser, Erich Grundel, 

and Jonathan Harris 


