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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.  
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Photo: W. Mohr   

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the 
month from September to June.  The Society will next meet on Monday 

June 14th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but 
the room is available to us at 7:30 pm so come early and chat with old 
friends and see what you and others have on the Show Table.   
     The speaker will be Dr. Michael Wise, Geologist in the Division of Min-
eralogy, at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History.  His topic 
is “Zeolite Mineralogy and Pegmatites.” As a previous speaker before our 
group, you know that it will he will have an excellent program. 

D’ANDREA, Paul & Susanna, 11019 Candlelight Lane, Potomac 
MD 20854-2761, 301 765 0423, 
Paul: pauldandrea2003@yahoo.com,  
Susanna: susannadandrea@yahoo.com. 
     Chiara D’Andrea (09/00) 
 
FLECK, Linda & DeSalvo, Greg, 1105 Megg Court, Joppa MD 
21085-1115, 410 877 8515,   
Greg: greg_desalvo@yahoo.com, Linda: lindafleck@yahoo.com. 
     Cassie DeSalvo (10/97), Claire DeSalvo (07/04)  
 
LUFF, Susan, 11713 Happy Choice Lane, North Potomac 
MD 20878-2452, 301 340 3152, smluff@juno.com 
 
TENEMBAUM, Jose & Adelaide, 12007 Auth Lane, Wheaton 
MD 20902-1501, 301 622 9001.  adelaide@ix.netcom.com. 
     Marnina (05/97), Katriella (11/98), and Raphaella (05/01) 
 
 
 

     We will also hear from Eric Keen, our Science Fair awardee, of Bethesda.  His project’s title was "Does 
Mountaintop Removal Affect Precipitation Patterns?"  Eric is a home-schooled 10th grader and we look for-
ward to hearing about his award-winning study. 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet NOT meet in June.  

Bob Sez to Eric, “Check This Out!”  
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ROSTER CHANGES: 
HARRISON, Larry and Corky, new e-mail corkyeila@bellsouth.net. 
HOCHULI, Jürg, Sarah, Danny, Owen, Susannah.  Membership withdrawn. 
MASON, Chuck & Mary Beth, 15400 Bramblewood Drive, Silver Spring MD 20906-1436,  
301 933 3093,  Currently no e-mail. 
YABUKI, Takashi (not Takash.)  Editor’s error last month!   

 

 

SUNSHINE: It was nice to see Robert Winfield, returned to the active list after an auto accident. 
We hope that David Maclean’s wrist is well on the mend after his fall in the woods. 
Keep Geologist Page Herbert in mind as he recovers from a broken leg.  He has been gracious in his 
arrangements for us to get into several quarries. 
We wish Wendy DeWolfe a speedy recovery from a fall.  (See next item:)   

 

PINESBURG QUARRY THANK YOU: 
     On Saturday May 22, 2010 at the Pinesburg Quarry I fell and broke my 
left wrist so badly that I have to have surgery on June 2nd to fix it in order to have full use of my 
wrist.  I would like to thank Tom Cummins and Michael Ciletti who were there and came to my aid I 
would also like to thank Andy Muir for driving my car home and Troy McKinley from Martin Mari-
etta Materials as well. When we got to the hospital I had told Tom and Andy that I would drive my 
own car home, but they persuaded me to change my mine and I am glad they did.  Tom even stayed at 
the hospital and waited for me to drive me home and I am extremely grateful for everyone’s help. 
Also thanks to Jonathan Harris for arranging the field trip to the quarry.                                          
                         Thank You,  Wendy DeWolfe 
                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                     

 
                                                                                                                                         
 
 

PRESSING VOLUNTEER NEEDS:   

 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIR PERSON  This position remains open.  Our Member
 ship Chair greets visitors, accepts applications from prospective members, collects dues, 
 issues  membership cards, and, with the Editor, keeps records of our Society's enroll-
 ment.  The person automatically becomes a member of the Board of Directors.  See Eric 
 Kindahl and commit to doing this job. The need is NOW. 
  

 ADDITIONAL FRA LEADER Will you help with the program?  More instruct-
 ional assistance will allow our program for youths to more suitably meet the needs for 
 the diverse ages and capabilities of our youngsters.  Contact Holly McNeil at 301 605
 7179 or <fra_advisor@glmsmc.com> if you want more information.  The need is NOW. 
 

 ROCKHOUNDER EDITOR  A new editor is needed by the end of the year when 
 Wendell Mohr will retire from that position.  The new person should be versed in using 
 computer word processing or publishing programs.  A Job Description with most of the 
 details of the job is available for anyone showing interest.  The person automatically be
 comes a member of the Board of Directors.  Contact Eric Kindahl if you think that you 
 are the person for the job.  The need is later but you can benefit by “learning the ropes” 
 earlier. 



� 
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES:  The May 10, 2010 meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Eric Kindahl at 7:45 pm, with approximately 64 people attending.  It was M/S/P to approve the 
minutes of the April 12, 2010 regular meeting and April 19, 2010 board meeting. 

 
Field Trips: Jonathan Harris discussed what could be found at the upcoming Pinesburg Quarry field 
trip: calcite, dolomite, quartz crystals, pyrite, fluorite, barite (celestite?), and trilobites.  He discussed 
some upcoming trips, see this newsletter. 
 
Many people brought material from recent trips to give away.  Thanks George Reimherr, Andy Muir, 
and Jonathan Harris.  Mark Dahlman announced a silent auction of two fine fluorescent specimens 
from Dale Fisher, formerly owned by Col. J. S Hatcher.  At the end of the break both pieces were sold 
to benefit the FRA program.  Carolyn Weinberger announced the availability of raffle tickets to bene-
fit the AFMS endowment fund. 

 
Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the eve-
ning, Steve Weinberger.  After years of prompting, Steve put together a fine 
presentation “Faceting for fun, if not profit.” It was an introduction to the craft 
for those befuddled or afraid of numbers, machines, and fancy dials. With mod-
ern machines one can learn to facet in a few hours.  We learned the characteris-
tics of natural and synthetic rough, learned the shared and differing characteris-
tics of many example machines, and walked through the process from preparing 
and dopping the stone through to the final polish.  Steve answered many ques-
tions from the audience.  Perhaps there are a few people with a new hobby. 
Thanks Steve. 
 

It was M/S/P to accept membership of visitors Paul, Susanna, and Chiara D’Andrea, Linda Fleck and 
Greg, Cassie, and Claire DeSalvo, Jose and Adelaide, Marnina, Katriella, and Ralphaella Tenembaum, 
and Susan Luff.     
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported there were no changes in the club finances and the bank accounts are 
doing well. 
 
Pat Haynes announced he had samples from Vulcan Materials Quarry in Manassas, VA analyzed by 
Dr. Anthony Kampf.  The results were chabazite-Ca, stilbite-Ca (not stellerite), laumontite (white nee-
dles), gyrolite (a crust), and a surprise – dravite (purplish needles). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:53 pm               Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
   

 

 

Photo by W. Mohr    

FRA: Holly McNeil presented a Lapidary badge to Trevor Babb. 
Congratulations, Trevor. 
 
President: Eric Kindahl announced the new FRA policies as listed in 
the April 19 Board minutes.  The club is looking for a volunteer for 
the age 6-9 group. Contact Holly. 
 
Editor: Wendell Mohr apologized for a recent name spelling  
mistake.  He listed many upcoming shows and classes.  He had  
applications for the fall session at Wildacres. 

  Photo by W. Mohr 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES   
Board members present: Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, Jonathan Harris, Eric Kindahl, Wendell Mohr, 
Andy Muir, Owen Powers, Joel Rosen.   
President Eric Kindahl called the April 19, 2010 meeting to order at 7:37 pm. 
 
President: Eric Kindahl brought the tumbled stones donated to the Society by the Jim & Michelle 
Michaelis which will be used at the 2011 Show.  Using the hammer method Andy determined the 
“turquoise’ was dyed howlite.  The most recent FRA meeting was discussed.  The presence of Andy 
Muir as an assistant and the active involvement of some parents helped manage the volume of partici-
pants.  Many thanks.  A volunteer to fill Andy’s duties at the next meeting is needed. 
 
Editor: Wendell Mohr announced that the son of Lillian Turner would assist us if we wish to include 
some of her material in our show.  We are still in need of a Membership Chair.  Please consider giving 
back to the club by volunteering.  At the end of the year we will need a new Editor; volunteer now and 
learn the ropes.  The Society Wildacres scholarship will be publicized in the Rockhounder in order to 
make a timely decision before the fall session.  Wendell accepted a donation to the Society from  
Nancy McEntee and is in the process of sorting it. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan discussed upcoming trips, including a return to PA and a fossil trip.   
He requested photos of field trip finds to send to the quarry managers in appreciation. 
 
Show: Mark Dahlman reported he expects a receipt for the security deposit.  In non-show items, it 
was suggested the FRA participants write thank you letters to Dale Fisher for his donations.  Patrick 
Haynes has been a major donor to the program as well.  Mark picked up the Elwood donations of a 
saw, flat lap, rough, and tumblers , which will be sold in a silent auction at the next meeting. 
 
Property: Joel Rosen discussed the progress rebuilding the Rock Show display from Joe Murter and 
proposed improvements.  It was M/S/P to purchase the required parts to install LED lighting.  Once 
complete, the display will need a climate controlled storage option. 
 
Vice President: Owen Powers will follow up with the upcoming speaker.  Options are being explored 
for future speakers. 
 

Treasurer: Andy Muir reported on the clubs finances.  He presented the proposed budget.  After dis-
cussion it was M/S/P to approve the budget with amendments noted in the discussion.  Andy discussed 
the tax status of the club.  Taxes have been filed for the previous three years, so the club will not be 
subject to loss of its not-for-profit status. 
 
Showcase replacement options were discussed.  Mark will bring a mock up of a possible design to the 
next meeting.  Joel will price replacement Plexiglas fronts. 
 
The board decided a meeting was not required in June.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 pm.  
                  Jeff Cessna, Secretary 

 
One way to become a fossil collector in Maryland is to take a bag of marbles to the 
beach at the Chesapeake Bay.  Each time you pick up a fossil, drop a marble on the 
beach, so the waves will cover the marble with sand.  Keep doing this until all the mar-
bles are hidden in the beach sand.  When you've lost all your marbles, you've become a 
fossil collector! 
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FIELD TRIPS                    By Jonathan Harris 
June 12th, Saturday 9 am.  We have a field trip opportunity to collect at TWO National Limestone 
Quarries at Middleburg and Mt. Pleasant Mills.  Middleburg is a site for deep purple fluorite.  Mt. 
Pleasant Mills  is a great site for wavellite, strontianite, and more recently variscite and turquoise.  We 
meet at the Middleburg Quarry Office at 9 am.  DO NOT go to Mt. Pleasant Mills Quarry before this 
meeting at Middleburg!  Collectors should bring a specimen from some other location for Eric Stahl, 
the manager of National Limestone Quarries.  
     Middleburg and Mt. Pleasant Mills are about 162 miles, 3 to 3.5 hours away, but it is worth it!  
Children 10 and older are permitted, but a parent must stay near and supervise their children and leave 
the quarry with them if they get too restless to be safe.  Please RSVP by June 6.  To help me best track 
RSVPs, please include "Middleburg" in the subject of your reply and do not combine RSVPs or com-
bine your RSVP with other matters.  Quarries are now often requesting that we have a minimum num-
ber of people so that their employees' time will be used effectively.  Thus it is important that people 
who sign up on these and other trips attend.  

     Directions to Middleburg which is about 162 miles, and 3 to 3.5 hours 
drive time from Rockville   (Allow a little extra time for construction 
zones.):  From Rockville: Take I-270 north to Frederick and go north on 
US 15. After Liverpool PA leave US 15 and take PA 104 to the intersec-
tion with PA 35, Mt. Pleasant Mills.  Continue on PA104  about 5 miles 
more.  After passing a golf course on your left, turn LEFT at the Sunoco 
gas station at Paxtonville Road, go about 4.2 miles (from Middleburg, 
through Paxtonville and beyond.)   The quarry is visible in the distance.  
Near quarry, bear left on Quarry Rd., then 

you will see an office on the right in 200-300 yards.  Meet at the office. 
     Back to Mt. Pleasant Mills for second quarry: Retrace to Route 104, 
go South. Just before Rt. 35, make a right on Heister Valley Rd and 
then take the first left turn from Heister Valley Rd. You should see the 
quarry.  Proceed a little ways to the first left turn on this road (sorry, 
didn't get the name) and you are at the Quarry entrance. 
Jonathan G. Harris, Field Trip Chairman  
Email (preferred) <jgharris7@gmail.com>  or phone 301-545-0808. 
 
June 27, Sunday 1:30 pm.  Celebrate low tide at Purse State Park {Low tide is a little after 2 PM} by 
collecting fossils.  Sharks teeth, ray teeth and turritella fossils etc. may be found.  Purse State Park lies 
along the Maryland Side of the Potomac River.  Park web site <http://www.dnr.state.md.us/
publiclands/southern/purse.asp>.  Driving distance:  About 70 miles, 1 ½ hours one way. 
     Directions:  Take I-270S to I-495 and go South counterclockwise around the beltway.  After cross-
ing the bridge over the Potomac River, exit at 2A-B, turn right onto ramp for 0.3 miles to MD-210 
South (Indian Head Hwy.)  At about 15 miles from the beltway, turn left onto MD-227 [Livingston 
Rd.]  At 1.4 miles more, stay on MD224 going straight.   Don’t take MD277, Pomfret Rd.  0.5 miles 
further, stay on MD224 staying right at intersection with Bumpy Oak Rd.  At another 2.4 miles you 
come to a “T” in the road, where you turn left, joining MD225, Hawthorne Rd.  After 0.4 miles, turn 
right on MD224, Chicamuxen Rd.  Don’t take MD225, Hawthorne Rd., or MD425, Mason’s Spring 
Rd.  After 9.1 miles, turn right onto Riverside Rd.  Don’t  go straight on MD344.  After 4.7 miles you 
will cross Liverpool Rd.  From this intersection go 1.8 miles to where there is a dirt pullout on the left 
(E.) side with limited Purse State Park parking.  The trail to the beach is across the road from the park-
ing lot, a little to the right.   The trail leads west about 1/4 mile to the beach.  The trail splits and if you 
go right you come to cliffs which are steep but can, with difficulty, be traversed to the Potomac 
River.  If you go left you pass a burned out house (chimney was still standing) and the path leads 
down steps to the river. 
 
 
 
  

 Photos by W. Mohr 
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SAFETY FIRST AND—LAST                  by Jim Doran, EFMLS Safety Committee Chairman                                                                 
     How many of us go collecting without letting someone know where we’ll be?  Not 
bringing a cell phone for emergencies?   Collecting alone? 
     If we are guilty of even one of the items above, there is a high probability that this 
collecting trip may end very badly. 
     Why risk serious injury or even worse?  How difficult is it to let someone know 
where you’ll be in case something serious does happen? 
     Today, there’s no excuse for not bringing a cell phone with you when you go col-
lecting.  It may end up being the difference between a good trip or a very bad trip for you or your col-
lecting partner.  How would rescue people get to you if you can’t contact them or someone who could 
contact them for you? 
     You should never collect alone.  Yes, I realize that many of us have done so.  If nothing happened, 
then we should consider ourselves very lucky. 
     What if the odds finally catch up to you and you get hurt or injured?  Not a pleasant scenario to 
consider is it?  Nor would it be pleasant for family or loved ones? 
     Let’s make sure that all our collecting trips are successful and safe.  

 
WILDACRES SCHOLARSHIP   Our Board offers one scholarship annu-
ally to a Society member who has never been to Wildacres, has been a member 
for at least a year, and has been active in club affairs, especially at our annual 
show.  Nominations are to be submitted to the Board.  Any member may make a 
nomination, including for themselves.  Reimbursement is made upon successful 
completion of the workshop.  If interested, apply to Eric Kindahl by June 14th.   
The board will consider the applications and act before the next Wildacres session 

which is September 6 -12.  The scholarship pays for room and board of $350 per person.   
(Wendell Mohr has applications and class schedules).    
 
JUNE SILENT AUCTION  Former Society President and friend, Michael Ellwood, who has 
manned the Calvert Marine Museum demonstration at our show for many years has made a gift to the 
Society.  Your Board decided that the gift would be auctioned at the June meeting.  There are three 
lapidary units which will be sold “as-is” to the highest bidder:  You must take equipment home upon 
sale. 
1.  A 24" flat lap with 5 extra pans. 
2.  A 10" trim saw. 
3.  A semiprofessional 3 barrel tumbler.                                  We are grateful to Mike for the donation. 
 
GLMSMC WEB SITE   From time to time we remind you about our Society web site which you 
will find at <http://www.glmsmc.com/>.  Maintained by Rebecca Dahlman, the site brings together a 
wealth of information for your use.  You may also want to make note of it to refer to people who you 
encounter who might be interested in our group.  Four and a half years of Rockhounders are archived 
for your reference.  The contents of the Society’s out-of-sight library is listed.  You may not know, or 
have forgotten that you can check out books by contacting Jonathan Harris, <jgharris7@gmail.com>  
or 301-545-0808.  He will arrange to bring the material to the next regular meeting  
for you to borrow until the next regular meeting.  Explore the other subjects which  
are so well incorporated by Becky. 
 

Paleontologist: In this box, I have a 10-foot snake fossil.  
Student: You can't fool me,……..snakes don't have feet. 

 


