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DEADLINE for the Jul.-Aug. 2009 Rockhounder: July 1st 

 

NOTE: There are NO general meetings in Jul. and Aug. 
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REGULAR MEETING  Meetings  are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September 
to June.  The Society will next meet on Monday June 8th in the dining room of the Rockville 
Senior Center, 1150 Carnation Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 
pm but the room is available to us at 7:30 pm so come early to chat and see the Show Table ma-
terials.  The program will be presented by close friend of the Society, Dr. Jeffrey E. Post, Cura-
tor-in-Charge, Gem and Mineral Collections at the National Museum of Natural History, Smith-
sonian Institution.  His subject: What’s New in Gems and Minerals.  

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will NOT meet in June.  If any issues arise that require Board action 
they will be handled by E Mail and/or phone. 
 

NEW MEMBERS  
BAUM, Doug & Marcia Conron Baum, 11205 Golden Meadow Court, Germantown MD 20876-1740,  
301 515 4641, Doug dbaum@gazette.net, Marcia jayceebee18@aol.com. 
     Jonathan (1/98) 
GUNNISON, Maureen & John, 914 Laredo Road, Silver Spring MD 20901-1867,  
301 754 1533, 
maureengunnison@hotmail.com. 
     Lauren (2/95), Nicholas (9/96), and Ryan (2/99) 
MARSTELLER, Julie, 9 Welland Court, North  Potomac MD 20878-4847, jmarsteller@comcast.net 
     Avery (10/00) 
ZIMDARS, Jonathan, 1900 Thames Street Unit 319, Baltimore MD 21231-3519, J.Zimdars@yahoo.com. 
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WILDACRES WORKSHOP  There is still time to 
register for the September 7 to 13 session.  For $345 (plus 
small fees for materials depending upon your class selec-
tion) you’ll have a great week of fun, sharing, and learning.  
Room and board are included in that price for a stay on top 
of a mountain in NC!  Choose from classes in cabochons, 
exhibiting and judging, faceting, fused glass, lampwork 
beads, pewter fabrication, silversmithing, and wire wrap-
ping.  Find out more at <www.amfed.org/efmls>  and click 
on the Wildacres tab.  Find out for yourself why Wildacres 
workshops have been so successful for 36 years.  Get a reg-
istration form from the June-July EFMLS 
News <www.amfed.org/efmls> (click on the 
Newsletter tab, June-July issue, page 10.) or 
Wendell Mohr  
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
     Before we take our summer break, please consider being our club's Delegate at the 
Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies (EFMLS) convention in 
Bristol Connecticut this October.  Our Society reimburses $200 to our delegate to the 
convention to help defray the cost of attending.  I tentatively will be attending as an 
EFMLS Director.  If you wish to be an alternate for either Delegate or Director you 
would be on standby and only reimbursed if the primary person does not go.  If you are 
interested in representing our Society at the EFMLS convention, please contact me or 
our EFMLS liaison, Wendell Mohr, for more information.  The EFMLS annual meeting 
will occur Friday October 16.  The Bristol Gem & Mineral Club, the host of the convention, will have 
their show that weekend, October 17th and 18th, at the convention site.  The EFMLS awards banquet 
and editor's breakfast will also be held at the convention Saturday and Sunday respectively.   
     At the EFMLS convention, a drawing will be held for the Eastern Foundation Fund.  The Eastern 
Foundation Fund's interest is used for special projects such as a current effort to transfer mineral sym-
posium programs to DVD for use by clubs like ours.  Ten prizes are to be awarded at the drawing, in-
cluding very attractive jewelry, mineral art, and "a really fabulous mystery prize." Pictures of the 
prizes can be seen in the March, April, and May issues of the EFMLS News at <www.amfed.org/
EFMLS/newsletters.htm> Mar. P 1, Apr. P 1, and May P 6.  The tickets for this Eastern Foundation 
Fund drawing are $1 each or 5 for $4.  Both Wendell Mohr and I have these tickets for sale, so bring a 
few dollars to our June meeting, take a chance on winning a great prize, and most importantly, support 
the Eastern Foundation Fund.  
     At our April meeting, Carolyn Weinberger told us about the American Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies (AFMS) drawing in July to support the AFMS Endowment Fund.  The Endowment Fund's 
interest supports such AFMS programs as the Future Rockhounders of America, of which our Society 
takes advantage.  New prizes have been added to the AFMS drawing including jewelry and a slice of 
meteorite.  You can see all of the prizes at <www.amfed.org/endow2009.htm>.  Tickets for the AFMS 
Endowment Fund drawing are $5 each, or 5 for $20.  You can purchase your tickets for the drawing 
by sending your check, payable to "AFMS Endowment Fund" to Carolyn Weinberger, PO Box 302, 
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302.  Be sure to include your name, address and phone number along with a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your ticket stubs.  All requests for tickets must be re-
ceived no later than July 10, 2009 in order to be included in the drawing which will be held on August 
1 during the AFMS convention in Billings, MT. 
     Don't forget that we will break for the summer after our June meeting, and start meeting again in 
September.  Have a wonderful summer.                   Mark    
                

MINERALOGICAL RECORD SALE  One of the three final lots did sell at the May meeting 
for $6.  The unsold lots will be sold to a book dealer with proceeds to the Society.  This is the end of 
the sale of these magazines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION Lisa Carp invites our members 
who might want to join with her Gemology course 
on June 17th for a talk by Abby Kent Flythe who 
will be speaking on Turquoise.  The group meets 
at 10 am at the Potomac Community Center. All 
are welcome but contact Lisa to let her know if 
you are coming.  Call 301 299 8205 or E Mail her 
at <LGCarp@verizon.net>. 
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES:  
 

The May 11, 2009 meeting was called to order by President Mark Dahlman at 7:44 pm, with approxi-
mately 77 people attending.  Minutes of the April 13, 2009 regular meeting were approved. 
 
FRA: Holly announced the evening program theme of fossils.  The lecture was given by friend of 
GLMSMC, Mike Elwood.  Next month will be mineral ID part II.  Participants were reminded to 
bring their ID kits.  There are a few available for those that don’t have one. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan reminded us of the upcoming trips to Manassas, Rockville, and National Lime-
stone Quarry.  A lot of quarries have been shut down recently due to the economy.  He is getting final 
details for an indoor field trip to the University of MD Geology Department with Dr. Phil Piccoli. 
 
President: Mark announced the evening auction of the mineralogical record volumes.  One lot sold, 
the other will two lots be sold to a dealer.  He brought flyers from shows and the AFMS and EFLMS 
newsletters. 
 
Editor: Wendell reminded us of the EFLMS raffle.  The Patuxent Lapidary Guild has moved to near 
Annapolis Mall.  Wildacres fall dates are available.  Register early for first choice on classes.  Mark 
reminded us of the club scholarship for Wildacres.  We had a testimony from a recent attendee who 
thoroughly enjoyed it and noted the value for money.  Wendell publically thanked Heather Felsen and 
Pat Repik-Byrne for a job well done at the annual show. There was much rejoicing. 
 
Show Downstairs Chair: Pat thanked everyone.  She reported we had more exhibit applications than 
we could accommodate and those we could were first class. 
 
Program: Vice President, Elmer Lantz, introduced the evening speaker, David 
Scott Powars, a geologist with the USGS in Reston, VA.  The program was enti-
tled “Exploring the Chesapeake Bay Impact Structure.”  The exploration in-
cluded the most recent updates to the understanding of the impact crater based 
on the latest drilling project, the 1.76 km deep Eyreville Corehole, in North-
hampton Co., VA.  The impact was a comet nucleus or asteroid that hit the earth 
about 35 million years ago (Eocene epoch) on the mid-Atlantic shelf near the 
mouth of the modern Chesapeake Bay.  The impact sent km high waves all the 
way to the Blue Ridge and left a 53-mile-wide complex and asymmetric crater.  
Attendees included NPR reporter Sabri Ben-Achour, who produced two short segments heard the fol-
lowing day on WAMU.  Thanks, David. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported there were no significant transactions since the last report.  The club is still 
in solid financial shape. 
 
It was M/S/P to accept four new membership applications. 
 
Rod Towers administered the drawing for the junior door prizes and Joel Rosen administered the gen-
eral and show table door prizes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM. Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES   
 

President Mark Dahlman called the May 18, 2009 meeting to order at 7:32 pm.  Board members present: 
Nancy Ballard, Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, George Durland, Jonathan Ertman, Elmer Lantz, Wendell 
Mohr, Andy Muir, Pat Repik-Byrne, Joel Rosen, Rod Towers.   Non board member present: David Ballard.   
 
It was M/S/P to nominate a club member, to be announced later, for Rockhounder of the Year. 
 
Vice President: Elmer sent a thank you for the Powars presentation. Mark noted that last month was a 
“high impact presentation.”  Dr. Post has a confirmation for the next meeting. 
 
FRA: (by proxy) Holly asked if we have a standard certificate of appreciation, we don’t, and whether any-
one noticed the noise from the juniors, not when the doors were closed, they didn’t. 
 
President: Mark expressed concern about the number of chairs. 
 
Editor: Wendell delivered the new, bigger, raffle boxes to Pat.  Mark talked to Charlie Zellers and will get 
old mailing list data into new format.  Nancy will work on supplying Mark with data from this year.  Un-
sold Mineralogical Record issues will be sold to dealer.  Wendell noted that Mark is an EFMLS Director to 
attend the October EFLMS meeting in Bristol, CT.  Wendell has been the other delegate, but is willing to 
let someone else take his place if they wish. 
 
Property: Joel reported life is good.  He delivered his updated list of board member duties. 
 
Publicity: George reported on his assistance with a student project measuring phosphorescence.  C. Carter 
Rich is going out of business. 
 
Show Downstairs Chair: Pat is checking on exhibit case prices.  Mark will contact the GLMSDC club. 
 
Membership (and Host): It was decided that no Board meeting was needed in June. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan reported on the June 13th trip to the University of MD and prospects for other sum-
mer trips.  Possibilities for gold related trips and a club picnic were discussed.  Jonathan suggested we con-
tact our legislatures to see if they can do anything to allow quarries to trust waivers signed by club members 
to allow more trips. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported our bank has been bought and account numbers will change, requiring new 
checks and deposit slips.  Tax forms were submitted on time, although we are technically below the report-
ing requirements.  The budget was discussed including updates to the show numbers previously reported. 
 
Junior Advisor: Timing of junior door prize drawing was discussed.  It should occur after the FRA update, 
before the FRA presentation begins. 
 
Nominations for club officer elections were discussed.  An ad hoc committee discussed potential presiden-
tial nominees.  The first on the list was contacted and agreed to stand.  The current treasurer and secretary 
agreed to stand for reelection.  Members interested in running (especially for V.P. [and Program Chair]) are 
encouraged to contact any current club officer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 PM.        Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
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FIELD TRIPS  
 
June 13, 10 am we will have an indoor field trip to the University of Maryland's 
Department of Geology.  The trip will include a viewing of the University's  
museum collection and some of the laboratories.  The host will be Dr. Phil Piccoli 
of the Department of Geology and Laboratory for Mineral Deposits Research. 
 
PLEASE RSVP to Jonathan Harris no later than June 5.  It is important that he let Dr. Piccoli know 
how many people to expect have so that he can manage the tour efficiently and comfortably.  Only so 
many people can fit into a laboratory at a time, and it would not be desirable to have extra staff show 
up on a Saturday when not be needed!  Depending on the number of visitors, we may break the group 
into two. 
 
DIRECTIONS: Take the Capital Beltway to Exit 25 and go South on US 1, Baltimore Avenue.  Cross 
University Blvd./Greenbelt Road.  At traffic light, (Paint Branch Pkwy. is to the left) turn right on 
Campus Drive and proceed to the traffic circle with the "M" and turn right. (The Geology Building is 
immediately on your left.)  The Regents Drive Parking Garage is the 3rd building on the left.  Park in 
the garage. There are no meters, but you will not be ticketed as long as you are in the B or 5 sections.  
For those members with GPS, it is located at 38o 59.377’N 76o 56.485’ W.  A map of the campus is at 
<http://www.transportation.umd.edu/2008Map.pdf>.  Walk back to the Geology Building. 
 
MEETING POINT: Room 2118 of the Geology Building (Bldg. 237) at 10:00 am.  GPS coordinates: 
Geology Building: 38o 59.288’ N 76o 56.445’W. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 18th field trip to Pinesburg Q., near Williamsport MD.  Fun for all especially the first timers! 
 

MALACHITE             From the RockVein, Winnipeg R&M Club Apr 2004  
Great care must be exercised in working with malachite as it is poisonous in its raw state.  Never lick 
it to see the color.  If you wet your finger to apply it to the stone, do not put your finger back in your 
mouth.  Grind malachite wet and wear a mask.  When cutting it on the saw, do not get the contami-
nated oil on your skin.  If you do, cleanse the affected skin immediately. 
If you smoke, you can tell very easily if you are inhaling malachite dust because the smoke will taste 
sickeningly sweet.  The reason for this sweet taste is that the copper oxide dust mixes with the mois-
ture in the mouth, and this combination reacts with the tar of the tobacco, turning it into saccharin, an 
artificial sweetener.  

When working with Malachite saw about 10 degrees away from directly parallel to 
the grain.  This way when you are done with the stone, you will get a bulls-eye ef-
fect.  Malachite is a fairly soft stone, try to cut the slab a little thicker than other 
material.  When grinding, always wear a breathing mask.  This is toxic material and 
can make you very ill.  After grinding, sand first on a new 600 grit sanding belt.  
For polishing, ZAM on hard felt is recommended.  Give the stone a little extra time.  

               
 
 


