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REGULAR MEETING  Meetings  are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will next meet on Monday March 9th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 
7:30 pm so come early to chat and see the Show Table materials.  The program will be “Geofact or Artifact?  

How Stone Artifacts are Identified” by one of our newer members, Michael Miller.  He’d like for members 
to bring in artifacts they have found for identification.   Michael has had an interest in archeology since age 6.  
a graduate of the College of Wooster and then the University of Exeter, where he obtained his master’s de-
gree, he has done field work in the Eastern US, France, and England.  He works for a contract archeology 
firm in Frederick.  Michael is a skilled flintknapper and can replicate numerous types of stone tools. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will NOT meet in March.  

ROSTER CHANGES   COLVIN, David & Tyler, Charlotte, Phone 240 388 8618 

    THOMPSEN, Eric and Melissa, E Mail: melissa@wcc-ip.com  

 
 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY VISITORS Robert Clemenzi and Ann Cameron Siegal 
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Reminder:  If schools in Montgomery County, MD are to be 
cancelled, or let out early, because of weather on the day of a 
scheduled Society meeting, we will have no meeting.  Call the 
Society President or a Board Member (Numbers on the back of 
the ROCKHOUNDER) if in doubt.  
 

POSTAL INCREASE The inexorable MARCH of postal 
rates upward continues with the announcement of a rate change 
for one ounce 1st class to $0.44  effective May 11th.   If you get 
the Rockhounder both by mail and E Mail, consider  dropping 
the snail mail version to save the costs of printing and postage.  
Let your editor know if you choose to go green and save costs.  
  
A new survey says that “Maryland is the state with the most 
gem deposits of any state in the U.S.” The survey has a margin 
of error of 100 percent. 
 

NEW MEMBERS   
BURR, Barbara, 13224 Country Ridge Drive, Germantown MD 20874-1141, 
301 515 9128, bhburr@juno.com. 
BOWMAN, Kathy, 11351 Halethorpe Terrace, Germantown MD 20876-5530. 
781 640 3299. Seera1@yahoo.com 



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
     As our 45th annual show and sale approaches (March 21st and 22nd), I have to 
hand it to you all for doing a great job getting prepared.  This includes having most of 
the time slots covered for the show.  It's a wonderful thing to see the volunteer spirit 
alive in our club!  There are still some spots that we need to fill, though, so if you 
haven't signed up yet please contact Pat Repik-Byrne to let her know when you can 
help out. 
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     Of course all of us putting exhibits in the show are getting them ready (if they weren't ready ear-
lier).  Once again, let me recommend reviewing the two articles on exhibiting:  "It's Easy To Set Up A 
Showcase" at <http://www.glmsmc.com/Rockhounder/Jan%202008%20Rockhounder.pdf>, see page 
3 and "Displaying Your Treasures" at <http://www.glmsmc.com/Rockhounder/Feb%202008%
20Rockhounder.pdf>, see page 5.  If you do not use email, you can contact me or Wendell Mohr for 
the information contained in the above web pages.  They have excellent tips on showing your material 
in the most attractive way. 
     Besides having great exhibits, demonstrators, and a shop on the first floor of the show, we will also 
be having a silent auction of gems, rough, and interesting odds and ends from Versie Durborow, a 
long-time society member. Thanks to another long-time member, Sue Marcus, who transported the 
auction material from the Durborows'.  Sue joined our club as a junior and is now a geologist at 
USGS.  
     Speaking of our club's connections, Wendell recently contacted the University of Maryland Geol-
ogy Department and was referred to Dr. Philip Piccoli who was the recipient of one of our GLMSMC 
scholarships when we ran our own program years ago.  No doubt our club's latest efforts for juniors 
will encourage even more budding scientists. 
     Let me also mention that we still have a Wildacres sponsorship available this year to reimburse the 
week's cost for one society member.  If you've been a GLMSMC member for a year, you've never 
been to Wildacres, and you're willing to give our club a presentation or write an article about your 
Wildacres experience, you are eligible for this sponsorship.  Since the workshops fill up first-come, 
first-served it is a good idea to get your registration in as soon as you can.  All we ask is for you to 
write an article or do a presentation about your experience there.  The Spring session is April 17-23, 
and the Fall session is September 7-13.  See <http://www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm> for addi-
tional details.  To see a little of the Wildacres experience checkout the Gabers' Wildacres video on 
YouTube <www.youtube.com/watch?v=kac0qhJG0OM&feature=channel_page>.  Please contact me 
if you are interested in taking advantage of our club's Wildacres sponsorship. 
     Wildacres is just one of things our Eastern Federation does for us.  Another is of particular impor-
tance for our field trips - they arrange liability insurance for our club.  Recently the previous carrier's 
rate went up significantly.  To keep the premiums that we pay at the old rate, EFMLS found another 
carrier who can offer the same rates, but requires a $1000 deductible.  The EFMLS board has decided 
that the EFMLS will fund any deductible so individual clubs will not have to shoulder the cost. 
     Since 2004 the EFLMS has also encouraged a growing rock swap that is conducted  
through the mail.  Clubs from all over the country participate by offering to trade flat  
rate boxes of material.  Currently the offerings are advertised to the clubs taking part  
via email alerts.  If you are interested in representing our society in this program, please  
let me know - I'm sure it could be very interesting and rewarding. 
     Finally, let me mention that the EFMLS is looking for volunteers to chair the following commit-
tees: Conservation & Legislation, Club Rockhound of the Year, Junior Activities, and Uniform Rules. 
If you are curious about any of these positions, please let me or Wendell Mohr know, and we will pro-
vide you with additional information. 
     I hope to see you at our meeting on the 9th!                  Mark  
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The February, 9 2009 meeting was called to order by 
President Mark Dahlman at 7:45 pm, with approximately 62 people attending.  Minutes of the January 
12, 2009 regular meeting were approved. 
 
President: Mark again called for volunteers for the annual show.  Among positions open are the mini-
mine and the shop.  He announced the new procedure to move the Junior show table and door prize to 
precede the program. 
 
FRA: Holly McNeil announced that the self-named MOCKS (combining Minerals and rOCKS) Fu-
ture Rockhounders group has been registered with the AFMS.  The evening’s program would be 
Showmanship, including assembly and discussion of a mock (pun intended) display.  She thanked 
David Dinsmore for his donation of a years worth of minerals to be used in the program. 
 
Wendell Mohr announced the silent auction of the first two Mineralogical Record volumes from the 
Sue Patch donation, which were sold. 
 
Bob Irby brought many magazines and specimens free for the taking.  Thanks Bob. 
 
Show: Heather Felsen announced that we had all 20 dealer spaces assigned and paid for.  Final ar-
rangements are being made for tables, chairs, and security.  George asked for volunteers to place fly-
ers at their local Giant Grocery Stores.  Pat Repik-Byrne put out another call for needed exhibits.  
Submit forms by March 1st. 
 
Speaker: Vice President, Elmer Lantz, introduced the evening speaker, our own 
George Durland.  George was born in Franklin, NJ.  His father worked in the lab at 
the NJ Zinc Company.  That allowed for a great collection, half of which George 
later inherited.  The presentation was Fluorescent Minerals of the World.  We had a 
thorough introduction to the terms and concepts of fluorescence and fluorescent min-
eral collecting, as well as George’s list of the best localities to find fluorescent miner-
als.  The discussions were followed by an uninterrupted show of Ektachrome slides.  
We would see George’s “ugly rocks” in daylight followed by their colorful transformation in one or 
more wavelengths of ultraviolet light.  Thank you, George.  
 
Ann Cameron Siegal, a free lance writer for the Washington Post, told us of an upcoming article on 
rockhounds immediately preceding our Show.  She solicited stories about our hobby.  
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir gave an update on show dealer payments, encouraged members to encourage 
friends to attend the show, and stated that our balance sheet was strong. 
 
It was M/S/P to accept membership applications of two new members, Barbara Burr and Kathy Bow-
man.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:54 PM.       Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES:  President Mark Dahlman called the February 16, 2009 meeting to 

order at 7:31 pm.  Board members present: Nancy Ballard, Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, George Durland,  Jona-
than Harris, Elmer Lantz, Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir, Pat Repik-Byrne, Joel Rosen, and Rod Towers.  Non 
board members present: David Ballard and Don Turner.                  (Continued on Page 4) 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES (Continued) 
 

Publicity (and Fluorescent Tent): All six fluorescent cases are committed. George will purchase fire-
retardant plastic for the fluorescents tent. 
 
Vice President: George Durland was thanked for his presentation.  The next two meeting speakers have 
been identified.  A possibility for May was discussed, George will help follow-up.  Elmer will purchase 
lamp wicks, lamp fuel, butane starters and dop wax for the shop. 
 
Treasurer: Andy gave a net worth statement and discussed the budget.  It was M/S/P to reimburse his $28 
purchase of Quicken 2007 software.  With postage increasing Wendell will remind members in the Rock-
hounder about email option exclusively.  Joel suggested that money should be available pre-show for the 
purchase of raffle prizes.  Nancy Shinowara would like a second person to assist her in this task and getting 
door prizes.  It was M/S/P to approve the budget, with modifications as discussed. 
 
Work Shop Chairman: Don Turner stated that we need 250-300 pre-forms. Dan and Elmer will each make 
100. Jeff will make 150.  Dop wax and saw blades were distributed by Elmer.  Enough dop sticks must be on 
hand.  Bob Irby will check the machines.   
 
Junior Advisor: Rod delivered back issues of the Mini-Miner Monthly to Holly McNeil for FRA. 
 
Newsletter Editor (and more): Wendell announced 644 of 800 bag goal for kid’s prizes were made.  He 
inquired about any changes needed for show signage.  George requested no set times for fluorescent dis-
plays.  Don asked for a height limitation sign for the shop.  Wendell will change the door prize slip to re-
quest email addresses.  One unopened Sue Patch magazine box remains for next meeting.  All remaining will 
be given away at the show.  Activities will be available in Geology Department for an informal field trip 
during Maryland Day at University of Maryland on April 25th.  
 
It was moved, but not seconded to produce a waiver for parents to sign at he shop, attesting to child’s age. It 
was M/S/P that we keep the imposed height limit at the shop and that Don Turner exercise his judgment for 
other issues, as needed. 
 
Field Trip Chair: Three tentative trips to Hunting Hill were discussed.  Mark noted that the new EFMS in-
surance requires all field trips to be recorded.  Jonathan will note to EFMLS if trip does not appear in Rock-
hounder.  A member poll will be taken regarding a club swap/show &tell/ identify event. 
 
Membership: Nancy reports that Charlie Zeller’s computer guy is optimistic about recovering the post card 
mailing label list from his ill computer.  Plan B is in place. 
 
Show “Downstairs” Chair: Exhibits to date number 26, 5 of which are fluorescents, trailing from last years 
numbers.  Pat will pen a desperate email plea for distribution to members.  Previous well received exhibitors 
will be contacted.  Andy Celmer has donated magnetite and Aurora fossils for the kids table.  Volunteer sign 
up is in OK shape, with some blanks.  Holly McNeil will put up a display about the FRA program.  Open 
questions were collected for the, not present show chairman. 
 
Property Manager: Joel proclaimed March 19th and 20th as “no snow” days. Joel will check the trailer and 
has three possible plans to get it to the show. Joel will buy a new lock for the trailer. 
 
General: Raffle and door prize intricacies were discussed. Mark reminded the board members to start or 
update their description of duties. There will be no March board of directors meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM.                 Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
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FIELD TRIPS: The trip to the Smithsonian Naturalist Center in Leesburg 
VA on January 31st was enjoyed by Jeff Cessna, David Colvin & Charlotte 

Tyler, Melissa and Gabriella McDonald, Wendell & Jo Ann 
Mohr, and Rod Towers and perhaps others arriving after 2 
pm.  Thanks to Jonathan for the planning.  Helene Lisy, to 
whom we have sent a Rockhounder for a long time and 
which she posts, cordially greeted us.  We had the opportun- 
ity to see anything we wanted including drawers full of fos-
sil and mineral specimens.  Some drawers were locked and 
we were accorded the privilege of gaining entry to examine 
specimens.  It was a great opportunity for “hands-on” learn-

ing.  Some fossils donated by Phil Marcus, deceased Society member, were 
even noted.  There were also a great number of contemporary shells, animals, 
and biological materials. 
 
March 29th, April 19th, and May 17th will be the dates for field trips to the Hunting Hill Quarry 

in Rockville, arranged by our liaison, Fred Parker.  Arrive no later than 8:15 am.  Minimum age is 16 
(With proper parental supervision.)  You must reserve no later than one week before the trip.  Phone 
Jonathan Harris at 301-545-0808 or, (preferred), Email <jgharris7@comcast.net>.  Please include with 
any messages your name and contact information.  The quarry needs a headcount a week ahead, and 
contact information is needed in case of a last minute cancellation.  Only paid members are permit-
ted.  If you show up without prior signup, you will be asked to leave. 
     Standard safety requirements apply.  Dress appropriately, with appropriate safety gear.  Hard 
shoes, hard hats, long pants, and safety goggles are a must.  Steel toed boots are highly recommended 
for both toe protection and ankle support.  Hard hats must stay on your head and eyes must be covered 
at all times (even when there is no banging) while in the quarry.  All collectors must attend the safety 
briefing at the beginning of the trip and follow all quarry rules. 
     Find your best way to the intersection of Shady Grove Road with Darnestown Road.  (From I-270 you 
may take I-370 west to Great Seneca Highway, where you turn left, to Darnestown Road, where you turn 
right.)  Go North (West at this point) on Darnestown Road.  Turn Left at the stop light at Travilah Road.  
Go 0.9 miles and turn left on Piney Meetinghouse Road.  Go 0.1 miles to the quarry entrance on the right.  
Enter the property and stay right and meet at the office building. 
 

      Jonathan Harris will email announcements of any trips scheduled after press time and will have 
specific driving instructions.  Get on his list if you are not already included and are interested. Contact 
him at <jgharris7@comcast.net>.  No E Mail?  Call Jonathan at 301-545-0808. 

 
 

 

MARCH MEMBER BIRTHDAYS:   

Judith Barr,  Jack Busch , 90th!, Leila Campbell, Tom Cummins, Rebecca Dahlman,  

George Durland, Cynthia Hunter-Shupe, Jane Kuehn, Diane Leaman, Gary Leaman,  

Mary Beth Mason, Patricia Repik-Byrne, Shannon Snyder, Paul Vance, Harold Williams. 

 March’s Birthstone is Aquamarine. 

Named for its resemblance to the color of sea water, beryl in hues of blue-green to blue in medium 
dark to pale tones is called aquamarine.  It can be found in a variety of cutting styles and makes a 
brilliant and durable jewelry stone. (Hardness= 7.5)    Virtually all aquamarine has been heated to 
reduce green tones and produce a purer blue, a change which is stable.  Main sources are Brazil, 
Zambia, Madagascar and Nigeria.                      Via Rochester Lapidary Society RockCollector Dec 2007 




