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DEADLINE for the April 2010 Rockhounder: March 29 

    
 
 
 
 

 

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will next meet on Monday March 8th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Car-
nation Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 
7:30 pm so come early and chat with old friends and see what you and others have on the Show Table.   

     The program speaker will be Michael J. Colella who 
will give a presentation on the ancient Asian Art of 

Viewing Stones, also referred to as Suiseki, Scholars 
Rocks and Gongshi.   
     Suiseki is the Art of Viewing Stones which has been 
found in records as far back as the 6th century in Asia.  
These stones vary in size from palm size to massive boul-
ders.  Michael will trace some of the history and the later spread of viewing stones to the US & 
other countries and current activities.  He will also bring samples from his own collection.   
     Careful, viewing stones can be addictive! 
     Michael has been collecting stones since childhood and still enjoys the many aspects of the 

hobby.  He is current President of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of DC.  Michael has 

been a freelance photographer in the DC area for over 35 years.   (Specimen Photos by Speaker) 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet on March 15th at the home of Andy Muir at 7:30 pm.  All 
Board members are expected to be there.  Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you 
plan to attend (301 990 1370). 
 

REINSTATED MEMBERS:   Welcome back! 

John Curry, 9503 Burgee Place, Frederick MD 21704-7842, 240 405 9670, e-Mail: jjcurry9@yahoo.com. 
 Kellyn (2/03) 
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ROSTER CHANGES 
Donald Greaves’ preferred E-Mail is dgreaves2@verizon.net.  
 

EXHIBITORS DESPERATELY WANTED   
Please share your interests and specimens 

with the world (or at least with visitors to the 
Show)!!!!   Deadline extended - Send exhibit 
application forms NO later than March 6 to: 

Pat Repik-Byrne, 9 Starlight Court, Potomac, 
MD 20854, or <Kevin_byrne@comcast.net>  

or call Pat at 301-279-5962.  
We need your participation to put on a  

GREAT SHOW .  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Like most of you, I am tired of the winter 
weather.  Yes, ice is a mineral (a simple oxide, Dana number 4.1.2.1), but as I drive 
past the still too large mounds of ice and snow, I feel like I am trapped in a massive 
quarry.  Quarries: a great place to visit, but even as a rockhound, I wouldn’t want to 
live there!  Spring will pull me out of these doldrums, and one of the events I most 
look forward to every spring is our club’s annual show.  This is our only show, and the 
proceeds generated from the show support most of our club activities for the entire 
year.  Please attend the show, and even more importantly, please help make the show a 
success by volunteering.  Many jobs remain unfilled, as do many display cases, so   Photo by W. Mohr 
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please contact our show chairs and participate!  Our past shows have been remarkably successful, 
largely due the outstanding volunteer efforts of our club members.  Please help us continue that proud 
tradition and become an active part of the show!  Looking forward to seeing you at the March meeting 
and show.                 Eric Kindahl  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR PERSON  We continue in desperate need of someone to serve as 
Membership Chair for 2010.  Please consider this opportunity to contribute to our Society.  Our Mem-
bership Chair greets visitors, accepts applications from prospective members, collects dues, issues mem-
bership cards, and keeps records of our Society's enrollment.  The person automatically becomes a 
member of the Board of Directors.  You can do it.  See Eric Kindahl to sign up!    
 

TUCSON DEFINITIONS                                  By George Campbell, Ososoft Mineral 
Keystone: 1/2 the price marked. The real retail price. Wholesale is less in most cases, as long as you buy in flat quantities.  
Double Keystone: 1/4 the price marked. This stuff has been in the dealer's stock for years and hasn't sold, despite being at 
Tucson for two decades.  But....look closely at this stuff...the dealer hasn't looked at it for years and there may be a 
Sleeper (see below) in there.  
Wholesale: The price everyone but you is paying for the same specimens.  
Flat: How my wallet looks after returning from Tucson.  Also a flat cardboard box, roughly 12"x18" in size, more or less 
full of specimens, generally boxed and labeled.  
Mexican Flat: A flat with no boxes....each specimen wrapped in very interesting foreign-language newspapers you can 
read after you get home.  NOTE: The newspaper also hides the dings, bruises, and cracks. (see below)  
Killer Specimen: One you can't afford.  
Sleeper: That elusive specimen in the flat, which the seller missed.  As in a Powellite specimen in a flat of cheap Indian 
zeolites.  
Keeper: A specimen so overpriced that the dealer will be taking it home.  
Flat Price: How much you pay for the entire flat. Generally, there's one specimen in there that makes the whole flat look 
good.  
NFS: Not for sale. But everything's for sale.  
Kid Rocks: Cheap specimens kept on hand so everyone buys. 
New Find: The dealer just found this flat of specimens in the back of the storage locker just before the show.  
Type Locality: Where you wish the specimen you're looking at came from.  
Gemmy: You can see some light through the crystal, as long as the light is a halogen lamp.  
Cutting Rough: Oops...the hydraulic trimmer worked a little too well.  
Museum Specimen: A specimen too large to fit in any cabinet affordable by a collector.  Double Keystone on this.  
Clearance Specimens: Buy these or they'll be in the motel dumpster when the show's over.  
Rare Species: Anything not available in at least 50% of the rooms at the show.  
Mexico: The default locality for any specimen which has an unknown locality (See also: Pakistan) (See also: Russia)  

  
 

 
 
 

SNOW CONTINGENCY  Reminder:  If schools in Montgomery County, MD are 
to be cancelled, or let out early, because of weather on the day of a scheduled Society 
meeting, we will have no meeting.  Call the Society President or a Board Member 
(Numbers on the back of the ROCKHOUNDER) if in doubt. 



THE ROCKHOUNDER                    Page 3                   March 2010  

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES   There are no minutes since the meeting was cancelled due 
to the record setting weather.  Therefore there were no show table nor door prizes awarded as well.
          

BOARD MEETING MINUTES   
Board members present: Jeff Cessna, 
Mark Dahlman, Jonathan Harris, Eric Kin-
dahl, Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir, Pat 
Repik-Byrne.  President Eric Kindahl 
called the February 15, 2010 meeting to 
order at 7:45 pm. 
 
President: Eric is prepared attend the Eastern Federation meeting as a Director. Gerald Elgert has 
agreed to the responsibilities as delegate.  A membership chair still needs to be identified. 
 
Editor: Wendell delivered packages of records and items from Nancy Ballard to appropriate board 
members and reported on the contents.  EFMLS membership cards will be offered to members on re-
quest.  Exhibit forms were distributed again.  Federation dues have been paid and officer sheet has been 
submitted.  A small PA system came from Nancy.  Jonathan will attempt to repair.  Mark reported there 
is not one available at senior center.  The board approved the show signage warning shoplifters of plain 
clothes officer.  Sue Marcus donated geology related items to the club from Anna Marcus. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan reported that one family signed up for the Smithsonian Naturalist center.  He will 
begin contacting quarries closer to collecting season.  The board approves of the trip email list mainte-
nance procedure and is appreciative of Jonathans efforts.  There was discussion concluding that 3 hours 
is the longest most members seem willing to drive for trips. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported on the club finances.  Show venue and security have been paid.  Table and 
chair rental is awaiting a statement.  All but one dealer’s final balances are paid.  Steve McNeil has 
agreed to audit the club financial records again. 
 
Show Downstairs Chair: Pat reported on meager list of exhibit applications.  Get yours in now.  Club 
stalwarts the Michaelis' will pass their club show kids table duties and materials to a new eager club 
member this year.  Interested?   It was M/S/P to reimburse them for this years kid table supply expenses.  
Wendell will make a pitch for associated give-away donations with labels. 
 

Show Chair: Mark investigated show PA rental.  It was decided the benefits of PA use were not worth 
the $200 fee.  Mark will take over hourly door prize.  The many show tasks previously performed by 
Nancy were discussed and divided up among those present or suggestions of who to approach were 
made.  Front desk instructions are needed for volunteers.  Andy will collect club coupons and reimburse 
dealers.  Volunteers should sign in and out at the front desk.  Wendell has indoor signs with map and 
key for locations.  Andy will post them.  Contents of program were discussed, as was the need to proof 
before the show.  Advertising is in for March Rock & Gem, The Weekender, The Gazette, and Wash-
ington Parents Magazine. 
 
It was M/S/P to renew Mini Miners Monthly for the one hard copy suggested by Holly.  It was sug-
gested to ask the FRA participants how to best administer the juniors door prize. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM.              Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 
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FIELD TRIPS Jonathan G. Harris, Field Trip Chairman, Email (preferred) <jgharris7@gmail.com> 
or phone 301-545-0808.   
 

Saturday March 27, 2010 Meet 7:30 AM at Vulcan's Manassas Quarry.  Out by Noon or when the 
quarry employees have to leave.  The rock is diabase, with one level having a layer of hornfels.  This 
quarry has produced prehnite, apophyllite, calcite, amethyst, other quartz, chalcopyrite, pyrite, epidote, 
and zeolites -- stilbite, chabazite, heulandite, stellerite, and others.  
      Please let me know if you plan to attend by March 20 so I can provide the quarry with an accurate 
headcount.  Children 10 and up are welcome if accompanied and well supervised by a parents and use 
the required safety gear. 

     We will be doing this jointly with the Northern Virginia Mineral Club.  I will 
not be attending, so we will need someone to volunteer to serve as the group 
leader. 
    Directions:  From the Beltway go West on IS 66.  Take Exit 44, VA 234.  Go 
3.6 Miles.  Turn left onto Wellington Lane.  The quarry will be on your left, about 
0.5 miles from VA 234. 

 
Saturday April 10 National Limestone Quarry, Mt. Pleasant Mills PA.  Time: 9 am at the quarry of-
fice until when group leader has to leave.  Age: Children must be accompanied by a parent.  Parent must 
remain close to child at all times.  We will also invite the MD Geological Society and Northern Virginia 
Mineral Clubs.  Our host has requested that we have at least 6 people.  RSVP: Jonathan G. Harris 
     This is a great site for wavellite, strontianite, and more recently variscite and turquoise.  Collectors 
should bring a specimen from some other location for Eric Stahl, the manager of National Limestone 
Quarry.  
      
     I may not able to attend, so we need to have a group leader to keep things organized.  Eric's rule as to 
when we can leave: when the group leader leaves!  If you are willing to volunteer to be the group leader 
please let me know.  The group leader responsibilities are simple--know who goes in and make sure they 
leave no later than you and insure people have and use the requisite safety gear.  I can collect the names 
of people who sign up as usual.  The leader is the primary person who interacts with the quarry personnel 
(it is easier for one person to do this then have ten ) to get the safety presentation and forms filled out. 
      
     Mt. Pleasant Mills is about 3 to 3.5 hours away, but it is worth it!  Children are permitted 10 and 
older, but a parent must stay near and supervise their children and leave the quarry with them if they get 
too restless to be safe. 
 
     Please RSVP by April 3.  Quarries are now often requesting that we have a minimum number of peo-
ple so that their employees' time will be used effectively. Thus it is important that people who sign up on 
these and other trips attend.  
 
     Directions from Rockville: Take I-270 north to Frederick and go north on 
US 15. After Liverpool PA leave US 15 and take PA 104 to the intersection 
with PA 35.  This will be Mount Pleasant Mills PA.   
From this junction, where there is a traffic light, go north on Route 104 about 
one-third of a mile and make the first left turn (Heister Valley Rd).  Proceed a 
little ways to the first left turn on this road (T369 may be called Flint Valley 
Road) and your are at the Quarry entrance on the right. 
                                                                                  Continued on next Page 
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FIELD TRIP REQUIREMENTS       Jonathan G. Harris, Field Trip Chairman 
 

1.  Required safety equipment:  The following equipment is required for everyone, including mi-
nors.  Hard Hat (ANSI Z89.1 certified for industrial head protection. These are 
readily available at home centers and hardware stores.  Bike helmets and other 
sport helmets are NOT suitable), Eye protection, Steel toed shoes, Gloves, and 
Long pants, Fluorescent safety construction vest (some quarries will require these, 
we may not know ahead of time).  Collectors missing required safety equipment 
will be asked to leave. 
 
2.  Children: I will post the age limits for each trip.  In quarries where children are permitted, parents 
are responsible and assume all risk.  Parents should stay with their children, watch them,  and leave 
with them when they become too restless to be safely monitored.  Children must have the safety 
equipment above. 
 
3.  General rules: Collectors must RSVP at least a week in advance.  Quarries are hurting from the 
recession and don't want to send their employees out to supervise only two or three collectors, so we 
need to give an accurate headcount ahead of time.  I will have to be less lax about this going forward.  
If I find I don't have enough people the Thursday or Friday before the trip, we may have to cancel.  
DO NOT BE A NO-SHOW!  Collectors who are late may miss the safety briefing and hence the 
privilege of collecting.  Please be on time!  It is important to obey all instructions of the group leader 
and quarry employees.  Failure to do so or unsafe behavior can lead to a collector being forbidden 
from future field-trips and other sanctions.  All trips will have a group leader, either the field-trip chair 
or his designee.  Most quarries don't want groups entering without a leader. 
 
4. Collecting equipment: Water for drinking and rinsing potential specimens, newspaper for wrap-

ping specimens, boxes, five gallon bucket (or something similar for schlepping things 
around), 3 to 5 pound blacksmith's hammer or hand held sledge (Do not use carpenter's 
hammers!), cold chisels (Use wood chisels only if you enjoy ruining your tools and 
showering yourself and your friends with shrapnel), long arm 8+ pound wrecking ham-
mer (for breaking big boulders), old pocket knife or small screw driver for prying apart 
small delicate specimens, magnifying glass for examining smaller specimens. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

JUNIORS  FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA “The MOCKS”                      
                      By Holly McNeil 

March 8th   
The Future Rockhounds of America program scheduled for February and cancelled due to the 
weather will be held in March.  We will cover plate tectonics and the minerals of the 
month for both February (Amethyst) and March (Aquamarine).  

 
For more information on the Future Rockhounds of America program, please contact  
Holly McNeil at: <fra_advisor@glmsmc.com>  or 301-605-7179. 
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SAFETY  A Note on Material Data Safety Sheets by Owen Martin, AFMS Safety Chair 
 
     In the good ole USA federal law requires that all chemicals manufactured and/or dis-
tributed have a Material Data Safety Sheet or MSDS. 
     Sometimes they are included with the product, but either way there is always a phone 
number or website that will provide guidance on how to get an MSDS. 
     So although in Texas we are just now getting back into “hunting season” most of the 

rest of the country is wrapping it up since it’s going to be too cold to rock hunt soon.  Subsequently 
a lot of folks will now be spending a lot more time cleaning and prepping their rocks and fossils.  
Since we have the potential to use a variety of chemicals in our labs, workshops, garages and kitch-
ens, I thought I would take a bit of time to expound on the importance and value of an MSDS. 
     Generally speaking the MSDS is designed to provide information on physical characteristics and 
hazards.  In more detail they are typically broken down into a standardized format: 

     If you are using chemicals, oils, blasting media, cleaners, etc. in your ef-
forts this winter please take the time to gather MSDS’s for these products and 
review the information contained therein.  It can be quite enlightening!  And, 
this information can help you prevent accidents or if there is one how to best 
respond to the situation.              From the AFMS Newsletter – February 2010 
 

7. Handling and Storage 
8. Exposure Control and Personal Protection 
9. Physical and Chemical Properties 
10. Stability and Reactivity 
11. Toxicological Information 
12. Disposal Considerations 
13. Transport Information 
14. Regulatory Information 

1. Chemical Product Name and Manufacturer 
Distributor ID 
2. Composition and Ingredients 
3. Hazard ID - A key area for notification of 
risks.               
4. Measures 
5. Fire-fighting Measures 
6. Accidental Release Measures 

WILDACRES WORKSHOP                   by Steve Weinberger  
     The Spring EFMLS Wildacres Workshop is filling up fast. If you're interested in attending, be sure to 
get your reservation in the mail today.  A complete list of classes and application form can be found at 
<http://www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm> [Or see Wendell Mohr.  Ed.] 
     Our fall session, September 6th to12th, will feature Lisa Carp as speaker in residence.  Lisa is a 
Washington DC area jewelry expert and teacher who has a wealth of information to share.  She'll be liv-
ing with the group on campus and giving six talks during the week.  
     In addition to Lisa, those who attend will take classes, enjoy the wonderful peace and quiet of the 
Wildacres facility, enjoy other activities including an auction and field trip, and meet a terrific group of 
fellow mineral and gem enthusiasts.  
     Cost for either workshop session is $350 per week plus a modest fee to cover 
materials in most classes.  The workshop fee covers room and board plus gratuity 
for the Wildacres facility staff.  Lodging is in comfortable rooms with private bath.  
     Come and find out about one of the best programs that the Eastern Federation 
has to offer. You'll be in for a fun week in a fabulous place. 
        Adapted from the EFMLS Newsletter, March 2010 


