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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.  
 

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will next meet on Monday May 10th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 
7:30 pm so come early and chat with old friends and see what you and others have on the Show Table.   

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet on Monday May 17th at the home of Andy Muir at 7:30 
pm.  All Board members are expected to be there.  Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy 
know if you plan to attend (301 990 1370). 
 

ROSTER CHANGES: 
David Ballard, Sunrise at Huntermill, 2863 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton, VA  22124, Room 115, 703 319 7112   
Louis and Therese Van Rafelghem,  e-mail: louis.vanrafelghem@comcast.net 
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RE-INSTATED MEMBERS:   Welcome back!   
John Curry, 9503 Burgee Place, Frederick MD 21704-7842,  
     240 405 9670, e-mail: jjcurry9@yahoo.com. 
 Kellyn (2/03) 
Bill Porter, P.O. Box 385, Rockville MD 20851-0385,  
     301 309 0509, e-mail: oldcokes@aol.com. 
Jason Millington, 1401 Woodbridge Road,  
     Catonsville MD 21228-1120, 410 747 6276,  
     e-mail: fasterjason@yahoo.com. 
Jonathan Zimdars, 1900 Thames Street Unit 319,  
     Baltimore MD 21231-3519, 414 573 1035,  
     e-mail: J.Zimdars@yahoo.com. 
 

SOCIETY WEB SITE: Don’t forget to occasionally peek at 
our wonderful web site.  It is maintained by Becky Dahlman, who 
is doing an admirable job.   See www.glmsmc.org 
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  Photo by W. Mohr    

     The program will be “Faceting….How to select material, how to orient the material to 
best advantage and follow through with the various steps involved in cutting and polishing 
gemstones” by Steve Weinberger.  Steve has been in the lapidary and mineral hobby for 
over 40 years. His interest began with making cabochons, then progressed to faceting, 
mineral collecting, micromounting, and photomicrography.  He has served as President of 
the Gem Cutter’s Guild of Baltimore and is currently Treasurer.  He has also been Presi-
dent of both the Eastern Federation and the American Federation.  He is Chair of the 
EFMLS Wildacres Functioning Committee.  As a previous speaker before our group, you 
know that it will be an excellent program. 
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COOPER, Andrew and Debra, 3643 Davis Street NW, Washington DC 20007-1460, 202 363 6565,  
     e-mail DCinDC@yahoo.com. 
          Jared (04/99) email coop.jared@gmail.com, Cole (11/97), Dean (06/01), Grant (09/06) 
LANDSMAN, Michael, 4853 Cordell Avenue #1113, Bethesda MD 20814-3025, 301 370 0174, 
     e-mail mikel666@mac.com. 
ROGERS, Richard and Minerva, 5225 Pooks Hill, Apt. 916N, Bethesda MD 20814-6753,  
     301 530 7254, E-mail makamima@yahoo.com. 
WILLIAMS, Priscilla, 6417 Rock Forest Drive, Apt 308, Bethesda MD 20817-7864, 240 743 4248, 
     e-mail pw435@yahoo.com. 
YABUKI, Takash and Yukako, 1826 Spruce Peak Way, Frederick MD 21702-5905, 240 575 8849, 
     e-mail celestite.11732@gmail.com. 
          Haruka (03/09) 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR PERSON  We continue to be in desperate need of someone to serve 
as Membership Chair for 2010.  Please rise to this opportunity to contribute to our Society.  Our Mem-
bership Chair greets visitors, accepts applications from prospective members, collects dues, issues 
membership cards, and keeps records of our Society's enrollment.  The person automatically becomes 
a member of the Board of Directors.  You can do it.  See Eric Kindahl and sign up! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL FRA LEADER What a nice condition for our Society to have to have!  So 
many juniors that we need help to continue to effectively present our program!  Many clubs have few 
or no junior members.  Will you help with the program?  Contact Holly McNeil at: 301-605-7179 or  
<fra_advisor@glmsmc.com>  if You want to help or if you want more information. 

 

 SUNSHINE: Jennifer Lussier reports that her father, David Ballard, moved into 
Assisted Living on April 6th. Hopefully he will enjoy his new residence more than re-
hab since it is filled with furnishings from Derwood and should feel more homey and 
familiar to him.  See page 1 for his new address and contact information.  The front 
desk, 703 255 1006, should be able to take and pass a message on to him in case he is 
out of his room when you call.  Why not visit him?  Surely he would like to see his 
friends from GLMSMC.  
     Keep Dale Fisher in your thoughts as he again wages battle with a returned problem. 

OPENING FOR NEW EDITOR  Wendell Mohr has notified 
the Board that he wants to retire from Rockhounder editorship at the 
end of the year.  That will complete over 5 years of service to the 
Society.  Therefore a new volunteer for the job is needed.  With 
plenty of advance notice, a new person can understudy the position.  
A rather complete Job Description with many of the details is avail-
able for anyone showing interest.  Contact President Eric Kindahl if 
You would like to give it a try. 

                   he map her friend had drawn indicated that the owner of the property with amethyst crystals 
   lived in the second farm past Yin road.  Try as she might, the collector could not find a Yin   
 Road anywhere!  Exasperated, she finally stopped to ask directions.  She asked at the next   farm.   
 "I ain't never heard of no Yin Road." said the farmer. "But ya might try askin' old man McGil-
licuddy, he's lived 'round here for better 'n 80 years."  "Thanks," replied the woman .  "Where can I find 
him?"  "He lives on the second farm past the Y in the road."  
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES:   The April 12, 2010 meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Eric Kindahl at 7:45 pm, with approximately 76 people attending.  It was M/S/P to approve the 
minutes of the March 8, 2010 regular meeting and March15, 2010 board meeting. 
 
President: Eric Kindahl noted we are still looking for a membership chair. 
 
  FRA: Holly McNeil presented multiple badges to multiple Mocks.  See page 7 of the 
  Rockhounder for details.  Congratulations to all. 
 
Visitors Minerva and Richard Rogers, Michael Landsman, Takashi Yabuki, Andrew and Jared Cooper, 
and Priscilla Williams applied for membership.  It was M/S/P to approve membership pending receipt of 
applications and dues. 
 
Editor:  Wendell Mohr discussed the recent Montgomery County Science fair winners of the GLMS-
MC awards.  He announced the impending move of the Wells family to Michigan and the associated 
mineral sale.  Wendell spoke about the  many upcoming shows and classes. 
 
Field Trips (through Wendell Mohr):  Jonathan Harris sent word of upcoming trips.  Note the date 
changes from original announcements.  Jonathan would like to know if anyone went to the second 
quarry after National Limestone Quarry. 

 
It was M/S/P that the Society donation to the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural His-
tory be the gold specimens seen during the presentation. 
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported on the number of show attendees and the income from the raffle, which 
combined for a successful show. 
 
Show: Mark Dahlman gave a general thanks to all those who helped with the show and a specific thanks 
to Pat Repik-Byrne.  George Durland spoke for all of us when he thanked Mark. 
 
Rod Towers administered the door prize drawing for juniors and Joel Rosen administered the drawings 
for the door prize and show table prize. 
 
          Meeting adjourned at 9:56 pm. Jeff Cessna, Secretary. 
 
 
 
 

 Photo by W. Mohr 

Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the eve-
ning, Dr. Jeffrey Post.  Dr Post presented us with an update on purchases by the 
Smithsonian for their collection.  Included among those presented was a copper 
and cuprite specimen from West Siberia sponsored by our own Wendell Mohr.  
We also saw an interesting group of four gold crystals from Venezuela with sharp 
crystal faces (these feature later in the minutes).  He then moved to the exciting 
exhibit of the Wittelsbach-Graff 31.06 ct. blue diamond.  This diamond showed up 
at the same time and was thought to be related to the Hope Diamond.  Both were 
checked by various techniques (the former under the watchful eye of the owners 
insurance agent) and found to likely be from the same deposit, but not the same 
stone.  Dr. Post was gracious enough to answer many questions from the audience.  
It was an exciting presentation, as always.  Thanks Dr. Post. 


