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PURPOSE: The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary
arts, and related subjects”.

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June. The
Society will meet on Monday May 9th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carnation
Drive, Rockville. The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 7:30 pm
so come early, chat with old friends, and see what is on the Show Table.

The program titled "Gold in Southeastern PA and Eastern MD."" will be
presented by Jeri Jones. A native of York PA who attended Catawba Col-
lege in NC and earned his degree in Geo-archaeology, he is employed with
York County Parks, now serving as the Program Coordinator. Jeri also owns
Jones Geological Services where for 30 years he has researched the geology =%
of Southeastern PA. Jeri leads groups on field trips and acts as a consultant to |
several area quarries. His interests include the mining history, geologic his-
tory, groundwater resources and southeastern Pennsylvania earthquakes. He
resides in the Spring Grove, PA area.

Gold in southeastern PA has been known since the early 1800's, but was rediscovered by a group of miner-
al collectors in the early 1970's. With their efforts and research conducted by others, gold is known from eve-
ry county along the Mason Dixon Line in Pennsylvania. It is a known fact that when the gold deposits along
the Potomac River shut down during the Great Depression, some of the prospectors went to southeastern PA
seeking the gold.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday May 16th at the Home of Andy Muir. Board
members are expected to be there. Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you plan to
attend at <amuir21@comcast.net> or phone 301 990 1370.
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MAY’S BIRTHSTONE: THE EMERALD By Lorna Larson

The Emerald belongs to the beryl family. The formula for beryl consists of Be;Al,SigOy6 With the emer-
ald being formed when chromium replaces aluminum in the beryl structure. Technically, only the beryl
colored by chromium is an emerald although those colored by vanadium are also allowed to be called em-

eralds. All other green beryls are called green beryl. Hardness is 7.5 - 8.

Real emeralds and lab emeralds made with chromium will show up red when
viewed through a Chelsea filter. Unlike the other beryls, emeralds are almost al-
ways included. Additionally, almost as soon as the emerald crystal is removed
from the ground, it is dropped in oil, and may be oiled several times prior to being
set. Hence, if it begins to look dull or rather chalky, it needs to be re-oiled. One
author recommended re-oiling every 2 - 5 years. Never put it in a sonic cleaner

or steamer as this removes the oil and could break the stone.

The name comes from the Greek work "smaragdos™ which simply means "green.” Early Egyptians
mined "emeralds" prior to 2000 BC in an area between the Nile and the Red Sea in upper Egypt. Suppos-
edly these mines belonged to the Queen of Sheba, but are now called Cleopatra’s Mines. But these stones
were small and not always the best color. Some of the stones that have survived from that period were
tested and determined to be green beryl. Unfortunately, prior to modern times when the composition of a
stone could be determined chemically, people named gems according to color. Therefore, other green
stones such as Peridot were called emeralds. Then in the 1500's, Spain invaded South America and began
selling South American emeralds world wide which were sometimes misidentified as to their source

Emeralds have long had a spiritual component. The Egyptian Book of the Dead instructed those who
embalmed the dead to place emeralds at the throat of every mummy to ensure the limbs of the soul had
sufficient youthful strength to protect it from harm. In Christianity, a Christian bishop dedicated the stone
to St. John, and it is the fourth foundation stone for the New Jerusalem. It is named as one of the stones
in Aaron’s Breastplate with the tribe of Gad written on it within the Jewish tradition, and the Muslims use
it to represent their first heaven.

Many cultures attributed various healing attributes to the emerald and used them as talismans to ensure
an easy birth and to treat various other ills. Nero was reported to have eye glasses made of emerald to
enhance his eyesight. In actuality, it was probably one of the other beryls. It was also as-
sociated with lovers; and like the turquoise, a loss of its color indicated their beloved had |-
been unfaithful.

Historically, this stone has one of the longest record of any gem and deserves its place
in history as a major gemstone. Perhaps you will enjoy being a part of that tradition in
owning such a stone. Just make certain you take proper care of it, and it will be a stone to ,
pass down to descendants with a lore and history that outshines any other gem. Aren’t]
those who were born in May lucky? Rock Talk May 2008 | photos R. Weller,
Cochise College
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

The April 11, 2011 meeting was called to order by Past-President Mark Dahlman at 7:45 pm, with ap-
proximately 85 people attending. It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2011 regular
meeting.

Silent Auction: Wendell Mohr announced the items in the silent auction for the evening. The auction
close was called by president Eric Kindahl. All but one lot sold. Some sold twice (!), which has since
been remedied.

FRA: Holly McNeil, with the assistance of Dr. Jeffrey Post, presented Gemstone Lore and Legend
badges and Showmanship badges to several “MOCKS?”, (see this newsletter) and culminated with the
clubs second “Rockhound” award, presented to Trevor Babb. Congratulations, Trevor.

Door prize drawing for juniors: Rod Towers administered the drawing.

President: Eric Kindahl asked the following individuals to stand and be recognized: Mark Dahlman and
Pat Repik-Byrne; all those assisting before the show; all those assisting at the show; all those assisting
with clean up; and all those displaying at the show. He noted that the only way the show happens is
through the efforts of these individuals. Thank you, to all. Mark Dahlman had many items from the
show lost & found.

EFMLS Liaison & Guest Editor: Wendell Mohr had flyers for local shows and extra programs from
our show. He reported on the success of the club booth at Rockville Science Day due to the efforts of
volunteers Mark Dahlman and George Durland. George noted an increase in attendees. Mark noted
that George helped many “see the light” with his UV lamp. The Rochester Mineralogical Symposium is
approaching. Wendell has the application forms for the Wildacres sessions this year.

Dr. Jeffrey Post. Dr. Post presented “Recent happenings at the Smithsonian Muse-
um of Natural History National Gem and Mineral collection and his experiences at
the recent Tucson show.” He began his presentation by noting his admiration for =
the Future Rockhounds of America program. Next, he discussed the events sur-
rounding the 50™ anniversary of the Hope Diamond at the Smithsonian, including ] -
the display of the diamond both out of its setting and in a new temporary setting. | | Jj/
The majority of the presentation was devoted to the experience of attending the i v
Tucson show. Many wonderful pictures accompanied descriptions of what could be seen at the show,
what was new, and what was acquired by the Smithsonian. Particular attention was paid to the story of
the world’s largest single piece of cut aquamarine, sculpted from the originally 60 pound Dom Pedro
crystal. As always Dr. Post was gracious enough to answer many questions from the audience. Thanks
Dr. Post.

Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the evening, g ;‘rg nET
i

New Member: It was M/S/P to approve the membership of Jim Kostka.

Treasurer: Andy Muir reported some preliminary numbers from the show. The numbers were similar
to the previous year, which had been a very successful show.

Drawings: Joel Rosen administered the show table and the drawings for the door and show table prizes.

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM. Jeff Cessna, Secretary.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

April 25, 2011 Board of Director's Meeting

Board members present: Doug Baum, Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, JoHathia, Eric Kindahl, Wen-
dell Mohr, Andy Muir, Owen Powers, Pat Repik-Byrne, and Joel Rosesident Eric Kindahl called
the meeting to order at 7:37 pm.

EFMLS Liaison and Guest Editor: Wendell Mohr noted the board must form a nominating committee
for upcoming elections. Eric Kindahl assigned this duty to the boarndleaAt president and vice-
president offices will need candidates. Some preliminary navrees discussed for later contact. Sev-
eral donations to the club were discussed. A new editor hasdttiieen found for the Rockhounder.
Please consider giving back to the club by volunteering.

Field Trips: Jonathan discussed an upcoming field trip and his efforts to seoueetmps. He noted
that it is important to fill trips to make the efforts of the myaersonnel worthwhile, particularly at
Vulcan Manassas quarry where we should have at least 10 participants.

Treasurer: Andy Muir discussed the club finances. The 2010 report, audit, and tax statemergrare i

gress. A suggestion for business/non-profit partnership was presedtdtseussed by the board, with
no further action taken. Results of the silent auction as wellcash donation by Jeff Nagy of $50.00
were noted.

Mark Dahlman presented his research on three options for a R&nsy@ be purchased by the club.
Discussions began on ways to celebrate the clubg&ar, approaching in two years.

Show: An extensive review of the annual show was undertaken. Andy Mwsemqed preliminary fi-
nancial numbers. All noted the success of the show and possibleunipestfor improvement were
discussed. Particularly, the show could benefit from volunteer £fforin more members. It was M/S/
P to state to members the expectation that they serve dtale &xhibitors will be encouraged to also
be a show worker. The January 2012 club meeting will be atpeastlly devoted to discussions of
what is involved with each volunteer opportunity at the show. The hdpatighis familiarity will en-
courage members to give new positions a try. Included willadeinig for assisting in the shop, teach-
ing juniors the basics of producing a cabochon. Additionally on thatctuBjener Lantz has offered a
workbench and the club can offer loan of a machine if a trusted merabdre identified to provide
space and individual training in the basics of cabochon productionshbipeis one of the stations most
in need of additional volunteers to be staffed effectively. The shgpneed to be dropped from the
show if enough volunteers cannot be identified. Wendell Mohr presentedisaygervations from the
show. The contractual ban on the use of tape on painted surfacesfevascethis year. No magazines
were donated this year to be given away. Members are enedumwear their name badges. Francis
Becker has volunteered to string bags sewn by Jo Ann Mohr for eaxs yshow. Pat Repik-Byrne re-
ported that the earlier deadline for exhibits worked well. Thene w5 exhibits. Coordination of de-
monstrators was discussed. Mark Dahlman reported that we ahe dairground schedule for next
year on our usual dates. Our deposit will be rolled over foryeat Joel Rosen reported on the club
trailer. Solutions will be sought for the problem of shifting cagéisin the trailer. Mark Dahlman will
continue the discussions of the show at the next meeting of the board.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM. Jeff Cessna, Secretary.




