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REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will meet on Monday November 9th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 7:30 
pm so come early and see what you and others have on the Show Table and chat with old friends.  Speaker, 
Albert De Milo, will present the  program titled “On the Road to Cabochons.”  Al is a long-time member of 
the GLMSDC who has nearly two decades of experience cutting cabochons.  He served that organization as 
President and is currently a Director.  He has exhibited at the GLMSDC Shows and has taught cabbing at the 
EFMLS’s Wildacres Workshop and has served as Director.  He will discuss why he was drawn to lapidary, the 
equipment needed, the training he received, and his mind-set toward exhibiting his work. 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday November 16th at 7:30 pm at the home of David 
and Nancy Ballard.  All Board members are expected to be there.  Any member is welcome to attend but 
please let Nancy know if you plan to attend (301 926 7374). 

 

ROSTER CHANGES   
BUYNAK, Michael, 413 Tannery Road, Athens PA 18810-9621, 570 337 0655, michaelbuynak@yahoo.com 
HARRIS, Susan, sedharris@gmail.com 
WELLS, Inga, 502 Church Street Apt. 701, Athens PA 18810-1837, 570 731 4396, ingawells@yahoo.com 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
CAMPANELLA, Beth, daughter of Stephen (added to family membership) 
HAYNES, Patrick, 8341 Carnegie Drive, Vienna VA 22180-7112, 703 698 0989, patrickehaynes@verizon.net 
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PEPPER, Robert & Amy, 12016 Blackberry Terrace, North  
Potomac MD 20878-4920, 301 948 1152,  
Robert E Mail: Rpepper200@comcast.net,  
Amy E Mail: Apepper200@comcast.net,  
     Nolan (8/98), Nathan (2/99) 
VAITKUS, Kris & OLSHIN, Bob, 13917 
Flint Rock Road, Rockville MD  
20853-2650, 301 460 3286,  
Bob: bolshin@verizon.net,  
Kris: Krisev1@verizon.net,  
     Elena (9/96), Abbie (9/96) [Twins!] 

 
After fifty years of faithful duty with the US Forest 
Service, their beloved fire prevention mascot was 
unceremoniously "retired."  Still in the prime of his 
life and bearing one of the world's most recogniz-
able faces, he quickly found work as a spokesman 
for the world's leading exporter of diamonds.  He's 
now working as "Smokey DeBeers." 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
     Our Field Trip Chair, Jonathan Harris, has organized a field trip for us to the Texas Quarry 
near Cockeysville on November 14th.  Googling the Texas Quarry shows that it has a long 
and important history.  It is the only existing quarry in a group of marble quarries that pro-
duced the stone for pillars of the U.S. Capitol building, the spires for St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
New York, as well as the Washington Monument in Baltimore.  Texas Quarry itself provided 
the first 152 feet of marble for the Washington Monument on the National Mall.  A number of 
years ago the Baltimore Sun reported on "the Texas rumble" that Cockeysville residents have 
experienced since Civil War times because of blasting at the quarry.  Collectors have not been allowed in 
the Texas Quarry for a number of years.  It will be interesting to see what will be found there.  Space on 
this trip will be limited, so please contact Jonathan to reserve your spot. 
     At this month's meeting we will be making history of our own by voting on next year's board members.  
Thanks to Andy Muir, continuing as Treasurer, Jeff Cessna continuing as Secretary, Owen Powers who 
will stand for Vice President, and Eric Kindahl who is running for President on their willingness to serve 
our Society in the coming year.  I'm sure they would welcome competition in the election.  If you are in-
terested in running for office, please speak up at the November meeting. 
     Also, I'd like to thank Heather Felsen and Pat Repik-Byrne again for doing such a great job organizing 
our Spring show for the last two years. Pat will be continuing as the First-floor Show Chair, but Heather 
will be stepping down, so I'd like to speak with anyone who may be willing to help out the Society in this 
very important position.  The show will be here soon so please call me at 301-428-0455 if you'd like to 
find out more about this role.  Hope to see you at the meeting.                     Mark 

 

THIS AND THAT   
Sara LaVilla communicated, in part, “We had to take the house off market and fly out here for mitral 
valve replacement for me.  That occurred on Oct 1 and now I am home for one full day on Oct 6.  They 
put in a bovine tissue valve which may not last as long as a mechanical one but doesn't have the clotting 
potential of the mechanical one.  Hope all is well in Maryland.”  We hope that you are getting a little bet-
ter each day and will be “good as new” shortly.  Moooooo!  
 
Jeff Nagy was central to a nice article in the Gazette papers on October 28th by staff writer Andre L. Tay-
lor.  It addressed the hunt for mines in Montgomery County and mentioned Jeff’s membership in the 
GLMSMC.  A photograph included information about Jeff’s work on updating the 1980 “Minerals of the 

Washington DC Area.”   Information touched upon the content of  his talk to our Society in September.  
See < http://www.gazette.net/stories/10282009/gaitnew205559_32529.shtml> for the full text of the arti-
cle and photographs. 
 
George Durland carried out our tradition of outreach by talking at the Brookside Nature Center for two 
hours on Friday October 16th.  He spoke about minerals and, what else?, fluorescent ones!  George re-
ports that the center even had bought an ultraviolet light.  Thanks George for your efforts in education. 
 

ELECTION  
November is election month for the Society. 
The Board of Directors, serving as the nominating Committee, has secured candidates who 
have agreed to run for officer positions for the new year:   
       President:  Eric Kindahl      Vice President: Owen Powers  
       Secretary: Jeff Cessna       Treasurer: Andy Muir 
Nominations from the floor will be open provided the person nominated has agreed to 
serve. 
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES   
The October 12, 2009 meeting was called to order by President Mark Dahlman at 7:40 pm, with ap-
proximately 62 people attending.  Minutes of the September 14, 2009 regular meeting were approved. 
 
President: Mark reminded those who had not done so to renew membership that night, noting that all 
renewing and new members should consider electronic delivery of the Rockhounder. 
 
FRA: A ceremony was held to award the Rocks & Minerals badge to Jennifer Weiss, Avery Marsteller, 
Trevor Babb, and Jonathan Baum.  Congratulations.  The evening FRA program on gems was given by 
member Lisa Carp. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan Harris filled us in on upcoming field trips (see schedule).  He requested that par-
ticipants let him know what they find and submit pictures.  Interesting information allows him to per-
sonalize thank you letters to quarries. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported we continue in good shape financially, with sufficient balance in our ac-
counts.  He mentioned the board decision to donate to the American Lands Access Association $100, 
AFMS Endowment Fund $300, EFLMS Eastern Federation Fund $300, and AFMS Scholarship Fund 
$800. 
 
Membership: Nancy mentioned we still have close to 50 people who have not paid their dues. 
 
Program: Vice President, Elmer Lantz, introduced the evening speaker, Lee Horowitz, 
of Peru Blue Opal Ltd.   Lee educated us on the various materials available from Peru, 
such as blue opal, and the pitfalls of buying material that is too good to be true.  All the 
materials were available to see in person.  A trait of the gem trade, we heard all of the 
many names any single material could be called.  We learned that the associated non-
specific localities are a result of miners protecting their livelihood by not revealing the 
sites of the mines.   Finally, Lee told us of his involvement in bringing mineralogy and 
gemology into the considerations of archeological finds in Peru, both stones and possi-
ble lapidary tools.  This can bring consistency to the discussions and hopefully a better 
understanding of the real origins and subsequent histories of artifacts.  Thanks, Lee. 
 
Editor: Wendell reminded us to look in the Rockhounder for the many classes available from Clearwa-
ter Nature Center, Glen Echo, and others.  A number of shows are also upcoming. 
 
It was M/S/P to accept new membership applications. The new members are Beth Campanella, Patrick 
Haynes, Robert Pepper and family, and Bob Vaitkus and family. Patrick brought many free minerals for 
fellow members.  Thanks. 
 
Rod Towers administered the drawing for the junior door prizes and Joel Rosen administered the gen-
eral and show table door prizes.   
Meeting adjourned at 9:56 PM.                                        Jeff Cessna, Secretary 

 
 
On May 3, 2003, New Hampshire’s “Man of the Mountain” tumbled into 
oblivion.  This is but one of the Earth’s formations that, to people with even 
less than vivid imaginations, appeared life-like.  Rest in Peace Old Man! 
 

 
 
 
 

  Photo by W. Mohr 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES  October 19, 2009.  

Board members present: Nancy Ballard, Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, George Durland, Heather Felsen, 
Jonathan Harris, Elmer Lantz, Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir, Pat Repik-Byrne, Joel Rosen, Rod Towers. 
Non board members present: David Ballard.  President Mark Dahlman called the October 19, 2009 
meeting to order at 7:33 pm. 
 
There was a discussion about the number of remaining cabochon pre-
forms from last year (determined to be approximately 100, after the meet-
ing).  We have a small group of volunteers and will spread the work. 
 
FRA: (by proxy) Holly stated she was happy with the support from the board.   She will soon submit a 
request for expenditures.  In December she and the Future Rockhounders will set the agenda for next 
year. 
 
President: Mark is still researching new showcase options, still working on the mailing list, and re-
minded everyone to keep their duties and responsibility listing up to date. 
 
Membership (and Host): Nancy reported 44 people have not yet paid their dues.  Options to politely 
urge payment from this unusually large group were discussed.  The loss of club privileges, such as field 
trip attendance, should be an incentive. 
 
Editor: Wendell just returned from the October EFLMS meeting in Bristol, CT.  A report will be in the 
newsletter.  The club and members have won many awards.  Board thanks to Wendell and Jo Ann for 
representing the Society. 
 
Show Downstairs Chair: Pat is also checking on exhibit case prices.  She will contact the Gem Cut-
ter’s Guild for their plans.  Elmer will get an existing case from Joel to check on metal construction op-
tions. 
 
Treasurer: Andy reported that a net worth statement covering the past 10 years is still in progress.  Re-
cent or upcoming expenditures include donations, including one in lieu of a speaker fee, advertising for 
the show, and insurance.  Payment was made for Fairgrounds event calendar. 
 
Property: Joel will check his inventory of door prizes, but does not anticipate a large need.  The Junior 
Advisor will assess his need before the next board meeting and the upcoming local show. 
 
VP: Elmer sent a thank you for the previous presentation.  The November speaker is confirmed.  Janu-
ary and February have tentative speakers. 
 
Show Chair: We are awaiting an invoice to pay the Fairgrounds, but are confident in our dates. Heather 
announced she will not be able to continue as Show Chair.  If you are reading the minutes, you might be 
interested, volunteer! 

 
Field Trips: Jonathan reported on upcoming trips and requested suggestions for indoor trips.  Museums 
and club member collections were among the suggestions. 
 
Past President:   George Durland will be in contact with Dr. Jeffrey Post re Society donation. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM.               Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
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FIELD TRIPS  
     November 14, Meet at the office at 12 noon, Saturday.  LaFarge Texas Quarry, Texas, MD.  
Note that this trip is space limited.  You must have confirmation from Jonathan Harris to attend.  If 
you are a "maybe" due to other commitments, please let him know of that status and when you can 
commit.  He intends to manage space limited trips so as many club members as possible will get such 
opportunities over time. 

     Minimum age for attending is 16.  Minors under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent 
and both must be club members.  Please notify Jonathan Harris by Nov. 7, <jgharris7@gmail.com> 
(email preferred) or phone 301-545-0808.  He will randomly select people from a list of those who 
notify him by November 7.  Please include "Texas Quarry" in your email message to make it easier 
for him to find. 

     The Texas quarry mines Cockeysville marble.  No clubs have been in there for a decade.  Previ-
ously it has been known for calcite, pyrite, and mica specimens.  The marble has also been used as a 
building stone in the Washington-Baltimore area.  <http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/stones/stones4.html>  
has some historical information. 

     Circumstances beyond our control - weather or problems at the quarry can cause last minute can-
cellations so it is advisable to check Friday  evening for any changes.   Jonathan will try to avoid such 
situations and give notice as soon as he learns of them.  Please be on time.  Late comers who miss the 
safety briefing cannot collect at the quarry.  Note that everyone (including minors) must have the ap-
propriate safety equipment.  This includes hard hat (ANSI Z89.1, certified for industrial head protec-
tion, readily available at home centers and hardware stores.   Bike helmets and other sport helmets are 
NOT suitable.), eye protection, steel toed shoes, gloves, and long pants.   

     Directions: Take I-95 North towards Baltimore, take exit 49B--I-695/I-70/I-83 towards Towson. 
At exit 24, go North in I-83 towards Timonium/York.  At exit 17, go right on Padonia Rd. If you hit 
Beaver Dam Rd, make a u-turn. We meet at the quarry entrance on Padonia Rd, which should be 
somewhere between I-83 and Beaver Dam Rd. 

SHOWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Information: Tom Taffe 703 281 3767  
Or E Mail <rockcllctr@aol.com>    


