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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.  
 

REGULAR MEETING:  Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  The 
Society will meet on Monday November 8th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 
7:30 pm so come early and see what you and others have on the Show Table and chat with old friends.      

SUBJECT: Mystery Mines & Mineral Occurrences in the Southern Maryland Piedmont 
by member Jeff Nagy.  Beside being a member of our Society he also maintains membership in the Baltimore 
Mineral Society.  He is very active in revising the book, Minerals of the Washington D.C. Area, which has 
kept him in or out of mischief for quite a time!  He has been a mineral and fossil collector since age 10 and an 
active gem faceter for the last five years.  Among other activities he also a volunteers as a speaker for the 
Montgomery County Historical Society. 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday Nov. 15th at the Home of Andy Muir.  All Board 
members are expected to be there.  Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you plan to 
attend at <amuir21@comcast.net>301 990 1370.   
 
 
 
 
BEYER, Nelson and Mary, 6800 Orem Drive, Laurel MD 20707-3240, 301 776 5371,  
NelsonBeyer@gmail.com. 
CAMPEAU, Maureen & LEE, Rob, P. O. Box 159, Brighton Ontario Canada KoK-1Ho, 613 475 9552,  
simken@sympatico.ca. 
SIMONOFF, Robert, 6 Ali Drive, Middletown MD 21769-7812,  
301 371 7503, bob.simonoff@gmail.com 
     Jessica (04/98) 
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ROSTER CHANGES 
DINSMORE, David,  change e-mail to:  
david.dinsmore@boettcher-systems.com 
 
Geologists tell us that if all the oceans were to 
evaporate, the salt left behind would cover the 
entire planet with a layer of salt 50 meters (half 
a soccer field) thick.  How’s that for high 
blood pressure?  Then we’d all be in a pickle. 

 
 

If you are able to read this, you are eligible to become newsletter editor!   
See president, Eric  Kindahl, to volunteer.  Lots of help is available..   
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BALLARD AUCTION:  Prior to the auction GLMSMC members Mark 

Dahlman, Jeff Cessna, Wendell Mohr, and Andy Muir went through everything 
available, discarding a little, setting aside several flats for FRA use, and establish-
ing lots to be auctioned.   A couple of  Micromineralogists of the National Capital 
Area members went through the micromount material. 
 
Mark’s connection with meteorologist Bob Ryan really paid off.  October 9th was 
a perfect day, neither too cold or too hot. No rain, and no wind to blow away la-
bels.  Thanks to Mark also for handling the table and chair rental and overseeing the task.  Several members 
helped auctioneer and  it was impressive that Jonathan Baum served as deliverer of sold items for the entire 
time.  He is officially commended.  Of course there were several other volunteers to be recognized for helping 
set up, tally sales, etc. 
 
Attendance was good with representation from many clubs.  We got through everything with but one bank box 
of unsold books and one small box of specimens.   
 
David Ballard had made an arrangement where microscopes, micromounts and micromount rough, and cabinets 
went to the Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area.  The micromounts will be sold at the Atlantic Mi-
cromounter’s Conference In Elkridge MD in the Spring.  Proceeds of the other MMNCA sales conducted as a 
part of our auction went directly to David.   

 
The minerals, fossils, lapidary materials, and various and sundry equipment were 
auctioned.  The gross sales for everything was $13,634.00.  The MMNCA share 
was $2,325.00.  The share for GLMS was $11,309.00 and the agreed upon 25% of 
that, $2,827.25, was retained by the GLMS for handling the auction.  After ex-
penses of $212.60 the Society realized $2,614.65.  The 75% went to David Bal-
lard. 
 

We are indebted to David Ballard and profusely thank him for putting his material in the hands of those who 
could appreciate it the most, the buyers.  We also formally thank Jennie Lussier, David’s daughter, for all the 
hospitality and support she gave to the effort. 
 

�Since selling the Ballard collection a rebound has increased the elevation of all of Derwood due to the unload-

ing of all that weight!� 

 

CONDOLENCES   
     To the family of GLMSMC member Gladys Fuller who died at the age of 86 on October 20, 
2010.  Gladys had been a member since 1979 and served as Treasurer from 1985-1989.  She and 
her late husband were both physicists.  She earned a Master’s Degree in Nuclear Physics from 
the University of Illinois.  Gladys taught at Montgomery College.  She presented many 
educational talks to school children and served as a geology docent at the NMNH for about 30 
years. 
     Gladys was the beloved wife of the late Everett, also a GLMSMC member.  She is survived 
by her very close friend, Bob Carter.  She was the mother of Wendy (husband Jeffrey), Jef, and 
Susi (husband Rob) and had 7 grand children and 3 great grand children.   Contributions may be 
made to The Alzheimer’s Association, 11240 Waples Mill Road, #402, Fairfax, VA 22030, 
Adirondack Nature Conservancy, P.O. Box 65, Keene Valley, NY 12943, The American Heart Association, 
P.O. Box 5216, Glen Allen, VA 23058, or to another charity of one’s choice. 
 
To Annie Shaw on the loss of he mother, Bibb Haley, on October 16th. One memorial service has already been 
held at Westminster-Canterbury in Winchester VA.  Another will be at Christ Church in  Roanoke around 
Thanksgiving.  
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REGULAR MEETINGS MINUTES 

 
The October 11, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Eric Kindahl at 7:45 pm, with approxi-
mately 52 people attending.  It was M/S/P to approve minutes of the Sept 14, 2010 regular meeting. 
 
FRA: Holly McNeil presented a Collecting Badge to Trevor Babb.  Congratulations, Trevor. 
 
President: Eric Kindahl noted we still need FRA help and will soon need a Rockhounder Editor. 
 
Mark Dahlman discussed the recent club auction of material from the Ballard collection.  He thanked 
the many people for their hard work to prepare and execute the auction. 
 
It was M/S/P to accept membership of visitors Nelson and Mary Beyer, Maureen Campeau and Rod 
Lee, and Robert Simonoff and daughter, Jessica. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan Harris discussed some upcoming trips, see this newsletter, and potential trips. 
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported the club is in excellent shape financially, thanks to the buyers at the 
Ballard auction.  He requested members pay their 2011 dues, an important part of club income. 
 
Editor: Wendell Mohr listed many of the upcoming regional shows, events, and local rockhound re-
lated classes. He made special note that George Durland, show publicity, had the flyers done in time 
to display at recent shows. 
 
Presentation: Vice president Owen Powers introduced the speaker for the 
evening, Dr. Dennis Coskren.  Dr. Coskren spoke on the minerals of Alum 
Bluff Cave, Great Smokey Mountains, Tennessee which include coskrenite-
(Ce), discovered by and named for the speaker.  He discussed the collection, 
study, and eventual identification of not just coskrenite-(Ce), but also levin-
sonite-(Y) and zugshunstite-(Ce).  During the discussion he highlighted the 

fact that you don’t need a lot of money to do real 
science, just enough knowledge to see what is 
unique and enough information about what you are 
investigating to convince others with instrumenta-
tion to take a look.  Waiting in the wings from this 
locality are the possible Nd analogue of levinsonite-
(Y) and the as yet unnamed, mineral E. Thanks Dr. 
Coskren. 

 
The special club purchase of identification badges at a discount rate was discussed.  Members should 
get the forms submitted by the November meeting and will receive their badges 
at the December meeting. 
 
Rod Towers administered the door prize drawing for juniors.  Joel Rosen ad-
ministered the drawings for the door prize and show table prize. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:59 pm.    
            Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
 
 

  
 

All Photos by W. Mohr � �
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Board members present: Doug Baum, Jeff Cessna, Mark Dahlman, Jonathan Harris, Eric Kindahl, 

Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir, Owen Powers, Joel Rosen.  
 
President: Eric Kindahl called the October 23, 2010 meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  He reported that he 
had nothing new to report and requested reports from the other members. 
 
Vice President: Owen Powers discussed upcoming speakers.  All but three months, June October, and 
November, are already filled for 2011.  An arrangement was discussed to allow Owen to continue as 
Vice-President, thanks to his excellent job of finding speakers, but temporarily transfer duties of set-
ting up equipment and, if necessary, introducing the speaker, to another board member or a vice-
president in training when Owen is unable to attend due to work obligations.  Owen suggested a club 
laptop would facilitate presentations for speakers that do not have their own.  It was M/S/P to obligate 
up to $1000 to Jonathan Harris to research and purchase a laptop and associated software for the club. 
 
Field Trips: Jonathan discussed upcoming trips.  Outdoor trips are generally not scheduled in the 
coldest months.  Differing styles of field trip leadership on joint club trips was discussed. 
 
Editor: The procedure for special price badges was discussed, see this newsletter.  Sign-up has been 
good.  Wendell Mohr reported on the status of the club roster.  He reported that Don Turner is willing 
to continue coordinating the shop at the annual show.  Don will coordinate volunteers and pre-forms. 
Wendell noted the bang-up job Doug Baum was doing as Membership Chair.  It was agreed that men-
tions of club member hobby related businesses in a member news section of the Rockhounder was ap-
propriate and would not constitute endorsement. 
 
Property: Joel Rosen reported on the price of new Plexiglas fronts for show cases.  Existing fronts 
will be checked at the show to get the replacement number needed.  Joel received the extra case from 
Dave Ballard (formerly Marty Hamasian’s personal case).  It has been customized.  It will be consid-
ered for the Smithsonian display due to its good condition.  Replacement schedule options were dis-
cussed for cabochon machine motors.  Mark Dahlman will price motors for shop equipment. 
 
Show: Mark Dahlman has all pieces for a prototype case and will bring an assembled one to the next 
board meeting.  He also brought the few unsold items from the auction to be used as door prizes.  All 
2010 dealers have requested to return, four having returned contract with payments already.  The 
venue has prepared a contract and the club will pay the deposit.  Eric Kindahl appointed Pat Repik-
Byrne to be Show Chairman, allowing her a vote in board business.  The split of duties between Up-
stairs Chair and Downstairs Chair will remain the same.  Making the Show Downstairs a standing 
committee, which makes the chair a board member, requires a change to the by-laws.  This will be in-
vestigated. 
 
Treasurer: Andy Muir reported on the clubs finances including the results of the recent auction. 
 
It was decided that a Board meeting was not required in Dec. 
 
The following Board of director business was conducted by e-
mail.  It was M/S/P to allocate the proceeds of the sale of two 
microscopes at the Ballard auction to the Micromineralogists of 
the National Capitol Area portion of the sale. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 PM.  Jeff Cessna, Secretary 
           




