UGTUGER 2009

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June. The
Society will meet on Monday October 12th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville. The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at 7:30
pm so come early and see what you and others have on the Show Table and chat with old friends. The Pro-
gram subject is “The Gemstones of Peru” by Lee Horowitz who is an owner, miner, cutter, producer, pro-
moter and dealer of Peruvian opals and other South American minerals. Sounds very interesting!

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday October 19th at 7:30 pm at the home of David
and Nancy Ballard. All Board members are expected to be there. Any member is welcome to attend but
please let Nancy know if you plan to attend (301 926 7374).

ROSTER CHANGE HARRIS, Jonathan jgharris7@gmail.com.

NEW MEMBERS
BABB, Kevin, Husband of Roshni Babb added as family member.
CAMPANELLA, Stephen, 1103 Gilbert Road, Rockville MD 20851-1320,
301 762 6278, stephencampanella@verizon.net.
VARGO, Mary & Tracy, 12305 Glen Mill Road, Rockville MD 20854-1928, 301 294 8708,
mbvargo@aol.com.

Kate (8/98)

Our By-laws state “Any member in arrears as of
Oct. 15th shall forfeit membership”.
IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID DUES, THIS WILL BE THE
LAST ROCKHOUNDER YOU WILL RECEIVE

A red star on the address label of mailed newsletters indicates
non-payment (as of Oct. 1st). If not already done, pay for your Rockhounder Deadline.....1
Single membership at $15 per year, or Family membership (Up President’s Message, This and That...2
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: 'Tis the season to be making plans for next year. Our
Society Vice President, EImer Lantz, has provided us with a great series of speakers at our
meetings but given the Society's term limits, his time in office, like mine, is quickly com-
ing to a close. Our Board of Directors has, at my request, acted as a search committee to
nominate candidates for President and Vice President. | am very pleased to announce that
we have two excellent candidates. Eric Kindahl has agreed to run for President and Owen
Powers has agreed to run for Vice President for the coming term that starts in January.
We will hold the election at our November meeting. We're fortunate to have folks like Eric and Owen
willing to pitch in to keep our club so successful. Thank you very much, Eric and Owen!

Also, as we speed into next year, Holly McNeil continues to do a tremendous job leading our Fu-
ture Rockhounders of America (FRA) program. The FRA provides a framework for rock-related in-
struction for our club’s junior rockhounds (up to age 18). As you probably know, our FRA meetings
coincide with the first hour of our monthly meetings. Our club members have very generously do-
nated minerals, fossils and other material to be used for the FRA program. It is again gratifying to see
our club members, such as Lisa Carp, assisting with FRA instruction. Jack Busch was saying how this
brings back memories of how our Society started in 1963 - as an activity for youngsters interested in
rockhounding. Bravo to Holly and all those who are assisting with the FRA.

Finally, we had many membership renewals in the past month, but if you haven't renewed your
membership please do so this month. You'll help us by not having to go through the administrative
work required to remove and then re-add late-renewing members to the roster, mailing/emailing lists,
etc. By renewing your membership this month you can also avoid the late fee of $5 that kicks in on
November 1. Please contact our Membership Chair, Nancy Ballard, whose address and phone number
is listed on the back page of this Rockhounder, to renew your membership today. Thanks,
Mark

THIS AND THAT Gladys Fuller has moved to Asbury Village. She has a comfortable two bed-
room two bath apartment with dining-living room, kitchen, and balcony. Downsizing from her former
home she had to rid herself of some mineral items which she has donated to the Society to be used as
deemed appropriate by the Society.

Georgia Olmstead writes: “Hi | am doing fine. Must remember to go slow and not lift things. Had
ablation procedure for “flutter” on Sept. 1 (& was “evicted” on Sept. 2.) Still have some “AFB”* but
will be treated with “drugs.” Hi! to all.”

*AFB is atrial fibrillation. (The ablation fries some of the nerve pathways that cause the heart to beat
irregularly. She is now living in Longmont CO, as noted in last month’s roster changes Last contact
I had with her, she still had not re-established an internet connection. Ed.)

Silent auction of lapidary books donated by Paul Vance last month netted $37.00 to the Society.

A joint fossil collecting trip to Henson Creek in Prince Georges County was held in conjunction with
the Maryland Geological Society on October 3rd. This trip was announced by E Mail after the Sep-
tember meeting, and too late for this issue of the Rockhounder. If you lack E Mail, be sure to get on
Jonathan Harris’s list so you can keep informed about field trips.

Some thoughts on collecting.......

Directions to the "best site ever" are always wrong.

A little kid always finds the best fossil or mineral; after all, they are closer to the ground.
A stromato-lite has 1/3 less calories than a regular stromato...but it's not as satisfying.
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

The September 14, 2009 meeting was called to order by President Mark Dahlman at 7:47 pm, with ap-
proximately 67 people attending. The Minutes of the June 8th, 2009 regular meeting, with corrections
published in the September Rockhounder were approved.

President: Mark mentioned the upcoming Eastern Federation Meeting in Bristol, CT. The Society is
still seeking a member to serve as delegate. It was M/S/P that Wendell and Jo Ann Mohr be delegate
and director alternate. Mark announced the silent auction of three copies each of the Gerald Wykoff
books Master Gem Cutting Tips and Master Gem Polishing, donated by Paul Vance, all of which later
sold. The Society is still looking for a candidate for Vice President. See Mark or any current board
member if you are interested in running for any board position.

Treasurer: Andy reported we are in good shape financially, with few transactions over the summer. He
is looking forward to the big deposit of dues and reminded those who haven’t yet paid to do so.

Editor: Wendell reminded us of the upcoming Marriottsville Quarry field trip. He reported on many
upcoming opportunities. Many classes are available from Glen Echo, Montgomery County, and others
including topics from geology to jewelry. Many shows are also upcoming, see schedule. Jo Ann Mohr
has available lottery tickets to benefit the Eastern Federation Fund .

Membership: Nancy has membership cards for those who paid dues, but sent no SASE.

Program: Vice President, ElImer Lantz, introduced the evening speaker, Jeff
Nagy, GLMSMC Club Historian. Jeff, assisted by Larry Bernstein and Fred
Parker, is researching an update to the MD Geological Survey Publication ES-
5, Minerals of the Washington, D.C. Area. The presentation was entitled "The
Fountain Copper Mine - A Forgotten Mining Operation in Montgomery
County, Maryland.” Jeff took us on a chase through historical documents
from newspaper ads, citing rewards for runaway indentured workers, to min-
ing records, noting you must always ask who, what, why, when, and where.
Along the way we learned about the characters involved in the mine, their re-
lationships to American history, and finally the most probable location of the
mine. As a bonus, we heard about a brand new lead for a gold, silver, and
copper mine near Randolph Hills subdivision, where the speaker grew up.
Thanks, Jeff.

FRA: Holly announced the evening program theme had been working on the Rock & Mineral Badge
and the Communication Badge. They also discussed the State Rocks and Minerals. Next month will
feature a presentation on gemstones by club member and local expert, Lisa Carp.

It was M/S/P to accept new membership applications. The new members are Beth Hilkemeyer, Mary
and Tracy Vargo and daughter Kate, Stephen Campanella, and Donna and Michael Gallagher and chil-
dren Erin and Tristan. Kevin Babb is added as husband of Roshni Babb in their family membership.

Rod Towers administered the drawing for the junior door prizes and Joel Rosen administered the gen-
eral and show table door prizes.

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. Jeff Cessna, Secretary
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES President Mark Dahlman called the
September 21, 2009 meeting to order at 7:30 pm. Board members present: Nancy
Ballard, Mark Dahlman, Jonathan Harris, EImer Lantz, Wendell Mohr, Andy Muir,
Joel Rosen. Non-board member present: David Ballard.

Vice President: Elmer announced that the October presentation will be on the
gemstones of Peru. It was M/S/P to give any club member who presents a program
at a Society meeting a free year's Society membership (individual or family) effec-
tive 09/01/09.

FRA: (by proxy) Holly determined that a possible FRA badge for fluorescents will not be ready for 2 or 3
years. The board agreed with her suggestion to auction off the fluorescent minerals from the David Dinsmore
donation at the December club meeting.

President: Mark reported that he has successfully scanned in the mailing list for our show invitations to con-
vert the file to a modern database. He is making good progress on the quality assurance process, and hopes to
complete the job by next meeting.

Editor: Wendell reported that he attended a home show at the Germantown Soccerplex and noted that they do
not have electricity readily available on the show floor. They had to lay cords and cables all over the show
floor, which would not make this location a good option for future Society shows if we should need to move
out of the fairgrounds in the coming years.

Property: Joel reported that he has a number of give-aways still available for door prizes and show table prizes
but will do a complete inventory to determine if he will need to purchase anything else for this year. He also
led a discussion about the need to lubricate the various plastic pieces as we put together the showcases. It was
agreed that bee's wax or paraffin might be the best option.

Membership: Nancy reported that she has received dues from 70 members, but another 50 have yet to pay.
She also distributed a summation of data from our March 2009 show indicating the ways in which our attendees
found out about the show. Our postcards sent out, fliers distributed widely, and word-of-mouth from friends
and family accounted for the highest counts.

Field Trips: Jonathan reviewed plans for the Marriotsville Quarry trip Sept. 26 and the Stafford Quarry trip
Oct. 10. He is also planning a fossil collecting trip to Henson Creek with the Maryland Geological Society.
The board discussed the possibility of having a "beginner's quarry trip" that might encourage folks who have
not collected at a quarry to give it a try. Experienced collectors could help beginners with safety issues, rock
identification, and other skills.

Treasurer: Andy reported that we are in good shape financially. He will prepare a historical net worth state-
ment for the next board meeting. Andy will send a thank you letter to Paul VVance for his donation of the books
that were auctioned at the last club meeting. A $300 donation was sent to the University of Maryland Geology
Dept. as a thank-you for hosting a club visit in June. It was M/S/P to make the following donations this year:
$100 to the American Lands Access Association, $300 to the Eastern Federation Fund, $300 to the AFMS
Foundation, and $800 to the AFMS Scholarship fund. These donations are equal to last year's club donations,
except for the AFMS Scholarship fund, which had been increased by $400.

Annual Show: Mark reported that Don Turner has agreed to run the shop again. It is time again to start mak-
ing pre-forms, and Mark will forward to Don the names of several club members who might be willing to as-
sist.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM. Andy Muir, Secretary Pro-tem
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FIELD TRIPS

Saturday October 10th. Stafford Quarry, VA. Meet at the office at 8:45 am for
safety briefing and paperwork signing at 9am followed by collecting until noon.
In the past we have found nice orange zeolite crystals (mostly stilbite) in the am-
phibolite rock. Age limit 10 and up. (with parental supervision!) Please let Jona-
than Harris know of your plans by October 4, so he has a head count. Email is
(preferred) <jgharris7@gmail.com> or phone 301-545-0808.

Circumstances beyond our control, weather or problems at the quarry, can
cause last minute cancellations so it is advisable to check Friday evening for any
changes. Jonathan will try to avoid such situations and give notice as soon as he learns of them.
Please be on time. Late comers who miss the safety briefing cannot collect at the quarry. Note that
everyone (including minors) must have the appropriate safety equipment. This includes hard hat
(ANSI Z89.1, certified for industrial head protection, readily available at home centers and hardware
stores. Bike helmets and other sport helmets are NOT suitable.), eye protection, steel toed shoes,
gloves, and long pants.

Directions: From Rockville take 1-270 South. Keep right onto 1-270 Spur. Merge onto 1-495. At
exit 57A, take ramp right onto 1-95. At exit 143B, take ramp right onto VA-610 (Garrisonville Rd).
The quarry is at 1012 Garrisonville Rd., Stafford VA, about 4 miles from 1-95. The quarry is on the
RIGHT side of SR-610. Summary: about 55 miles (one hour.)

SHOWS ETC.

October 9, 2009, Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society Auction. Friday only, viewing 7:00 pm, Auc-
tion 7:30 pm. Woman’s Club of Catonsville. Gemstones, cutting rough, jewelry, minerals, fossils,
books, magazines, and lapidary equipment. Refreshments are available. Directions: Go West on Fre-
derick Road from 1-695 (Baltimore beltway), approximately 3 blocks to St. Timothy’s Lane. Turn
right and go one block to the Woman’s Club located behind St. Timothy’s Church.

October 17-18 37th Annual Gem & Mineral Show and 59th Annual EFMLS Convention _‘“FE‘%

sponsored by the Bristol Gem & Mineral Club. Beals Community Center, Bristol, CT. Emg)

The EFMLS business meeting is on Friday, October 16th. @
§

October 31 20th “ULTRAVIOLATION” Fluorescent Mineral Show by The Rock and Mineral Club
of Lower Bucks County, PA Fairless Hills, PA. First United Methodist Church, 840 Trenton Road,
Fairless Hills, PA, 9:00 am — 5:00 pm. $2.00 donation, children age 12 and younger free. Informa-
tion: contact Chuck O’Loughlin, 130 Maple Terrace, Merchantville, NJ 08109, Phone: 856-663-1383,
Email: ultraviolation@yahoo.com.

October 31 24th Annual South Penn Rock Swap 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., South Mountain Fairgrounds
(1.5 miles West of Arendtsville, PA on route 234). General admission: $1.00. Tables for swappers:
$10.00 (Multiple tables allowed for the $10.00 fee). Sponsored by: The Central Pennsylvania and
Franklin County Rock and Mineral Clubs

November 21-22 18th Annual Northern VA Mineral Club Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, George
Mason University, Student Union Bldg Il, Route 123 & Braddock Road, Fairfax VA. 10-6 Sat., 10-4
Sun. Admission $4.00, Seniors (65+) $3.00, Teens (13-17) $3.00, 12 and under free. Info: Tom Taffe
703 281 3767 or <rockcllctr@aol.com>
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SAFETY by Chuck McKie, from the 10/08 CFMS Newsletter
via the 01/09 AFMS Newsletter ‘,’A\
(Continued from the September Rockhounde zﬁe .
WARNING TO SILVER-SOLDERING ENTHUSIASTS: Silver
brazing alloy, frequently called silver solder, is an extrgmaluable industrial ma-
terial. It is used for joining metals and alloys suchilagrs copper, brass, bronze,
stainless steel, carbon steel and dissimilar metal combinatiogi® it is necessary
to perform the joining of these metals at low temperatures.ef@@nerated during
brazing can be a serious hazard. Brazing fluxes generate fldanues when
heated. Cadmium in silver brazing alloys vaporizes when overheategraduces cadmium
oxide, a highly toxic substance. If cadmium oxide fumes are idhaie the respiratory tract,
they can cause pulmonary distress, shortness of breath, and in casgsrefexposure, may
cause death. Silver brazing filler metals containing cadmiemBakg-1, GAg-1la and BAg-2
and BAg3. Since the boiling point of Cadmium is 14E2 brazing can be carried on safely
using BAg-1 and BAg-la classes of filler metal at tempeesat below 1400-. BAg-2 and
BAg-3 have recommended brazing temperatures of 1295 ° F558nd 1270 to 1506. re-
spectively. Brazing can be carried out safely using terhpesabelow 1400F. Since tem-
peratures in the upper portion of these ranges can be reached, it is important togutegicdde
local exhaust ventilation or, where this is not possible, individuaugiplied respirators. (This
article taken from, Working with Silver Solder, Public Healthn&® Publication No. 1518,
U.S. Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare.)

Do not overload electrical outlets. If in doubt, have the circhiggked by an electrician. Keep
switches and motors in a dry place, where the water fromrithairgg will not splash on them. Be
sure to have all motors and outlets grounded. In case of famibhgwer short circuit, the ground
will absorb the shock -- not you! Standing on a rubber mat will gorae protection. Electric
shocks can cause death! Suspicious wires lying on the floor or gsthudd be avoided -- at
home, or on field trips. They may be harmless, but if they are nearee When a person suffers
electric shock, it is important to use a stick or other such woodect objseparate him or her from
the source before beginning resuscitation.

2009 WILDACRES APPRECIATION AWARD TheWildacres Appreciation Award is

given annually to an individual who has made outstanding contributionENt_.& Wildacres. The

award, presented during the just concluded September sessid® asefollows: The person to receive

this year's Wildacres Appreciation Award grew up in Cliftod, NShe and her husband had 5 childref

and have 5 grandchildren. She got into the hobby through a frienidtangire wrapping by taking a

course at Wildacres. She soon began to teach wire wrappivgdaicres and has done so for many

years. She has been instrumental in obtaining speakers for Wildadress the director for two years.
After graduating from the Univ. of MD, she became a medichht#ogist. A

member of the GLMSMC, she has learned much about the hobby andatssva

aspects. Despite just having had eye surgery, she taught at Wildasifad.t

Ginger Posthumus, for your years of service and dedication to Wildacres

as a director, teacher and obtaining instructors for WildacresMildacres Ap-

preciation Award is presented to you with our thanks and appoeciaCongrats
from us all, Ginger! You go, girl!  Taken from the October 2009 EFMLS News




