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REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June. The
Society will meet on Monday September 14th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Car-
nation Drive, Rockville. The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at
7:30 pm so come early and see what you and others have on the Show Table and chat with old friends. The
Program speaker will be member Jeff Nagy, speaking about "The Fountain Copper Mine - A Forgotten
Mining Operation in Montgomery County, Maryland.” He will speak about, not only to the mining op-
eration, but also about the original investors in the company. Jeff, a member of GLMSMC, is also a member
of the Baltimore Mineral Society and the Montgomery County Historical Society. He is currently working
with Larry Bernstein and Fred Parker on an update of Maryland Geological Survey Publication ES-5, Miner-
als of the Washington DC Area. Come hear what promises to be an interesting and informative talk.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday September 21st at 7:30 pm at the home of David
and Nancy Ballard. All Board members are expected to be there. Any member is welcome to attend but
please let Nancy know if you plan to attend (301 926 7374).

ROSTER CHANGES

FULLER, Gladys, 419 Russell Avenue, Wallace #202, Gaithersburg MD 20877-2871, Phone 301 987 6428.
MUIR, John & Nancy, E Mail: njmuir@gwi.net.

OLMSTEAD , Georgia 733 Arrowood Street, Longmont CO 80503-7531, Phone 703 639 7168.

NEW MEMBER HILKEMEYER, BETH, 12116 Cliftondale Drive, Silver Spring MD 20904-1941,
301 680 7963.

DUES & DON’TS If your last name begins with the letter A
through Z your dues are due! Unless you have already paid,
your membership in GLMSMC expired August 31, 2009.
Single membership is $15 per year, Family membership (Which
is defined as up to 2 adults and children under 18 years of age) is
$20 per year. There is a $5.00 surcharge for renewals after a
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: Greetings to everyone on the start of our Society's 47th
year! | hope you all have had a great summer - perhaps our monthly show and tell will have
many interesting stories to prove it. This promises to be another year of great presentations,
field trips, timely information, and camaraderie. The Future Rockhounders program, led by
Holly McNeill, will no doubt have another outstanding year of fun and learning for our Junior
members too.

Since we are at the start of our year, don't forget that dues are due for the coming year
(September 2009 to August 2010). Dues, $15 individually or $20 for a family, should be paid
to our Membership Chair, Nancy Ballard. As approved by the Society last Fall, we will impose a late fee
of $5 per household if membership renewal is made late (after November 1). This is to encourage every-
one to renew promptly.

Also, I'd like to encourage anyone who doesn't have a name badge to order one. Nancy Ballard has or-
der forms and the cost is $5.25 per badge. Wearing your name badge helps all of us whose memory needs
a little help, and it helps identify who is a Society member at our annual show.

We are looking for members interested in serving the Society as board members for 2010. Elections are
in November so we would like to have our slate filled next month. If you are curious about serving as a
board member (and wanting to find out more before committing to anything is perfectly understandable),
please contact me or any of the current board members.

Finally, if you are interested in attending the EFMLS convention and show October 16th-18th in Bris-
tol, CT, which is not far from Hartford, please let me know by our September meeting. We would appreci-
ate having a Society member attend as our representative to the Annual Meeting on Friday October 16th.
One person as Director's alternate and one person as Delegate are eligible to receive $200 toward ex-
penses. If no one takes us up on this offer, Wendell and Jo Ann Mohr are willing to represent us.  See
you at the meeting, Mark

CORRECTION TO MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2009 REGULAR MEETING
As recorded in the July-August Rockhounder “2009 Treasurer: Andy reported we were doing great finan-
cially, with not many changes. The bank we utilize has been bought by M&T Bank. (NOT Provident)”

CONDOLENCES Ruth King, wife of Alfred “Bucky” King, both members in the late *80’s, died on
July 19, 2009. Our thoughts are with their 2 sons, seven grand children, 20 great grandchildren and one
great great grandchild.

WANTED A volunteer is urgently needed to run for the position of Vice President of the So-
ciety for the 2010 year. Primary function of the position is to procure 9 programs for our meet-
ings for the year. Board meeting attendance is expected. Assistance will be provided. See Mark
Dahlman if you are willing to take on this task.

THIS AND THAT Holly McNeal returned from GIA in Carlsbad CA, having taken another course
toward her Graduate Gemologist program. She tells that she has only 1.5 courses left to go! You go girl!

Juan Proafio is settling in at their new New Jersey home and he sends his best regards to all the
GLMSMC members.

Lisa Carp is recovering from hip replacement surgery followed by influenza in the hospital. Have a
swift recovery, Lisa.

Sara and Bob LaVilla have put their home up for sale in anticipation of a permanent relocation to Seat-
tle WA.

Georgia Olmstead has moved to Longmont CO, near her daughter. Fred is doing much better. Georgia
is past the crises of moving first to another house in Arlington and then to CO in mid-June. Good collect-
ing out there in the Rockies. Go get ’em Georgia.
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FAMOUS PETRIFIED FORESTS by Dick Young

_ Our petrified forests are generally of three types. The first type has been showered and
: completely covered by volcanic ash leaving the trees standing in an upright position. The
fa=m Petrified Forest of Yellowstone National Park is an example of this type. The trees are

&= standing in their original state where they grew many millions of years ago. The forest
= of Yellowstone covers more than 40 square miles which is the largest area known. An-
other unusual feature of the Yellowstone Petrified Forest is that many thousands of fos-
silized leaves, needles, cones, and seeds of over one hundred different kinds of trees and shrubs have been found
there. It is the only place in the world where twenty seven successive layers of petrified forms can be seen.

The story behind Yellowstone Petrified Forest is that an old volcano began to erupt and continued for some
twenty years. Mineral-bearing waters had begun to petrify the once living forest. In the span of a couple of
years, a new forest began to appear and grew for the next five hundred years. Then the old volcano erupted agaln
The process reoccurred twenty-seven times as twenty seven distinct layers of buried for
est have been exposed in the fossil forest on the south side of Larmar River Valley. An
example of a well preserved stump can be seen a few feet from the highway along “The |
Petrified Road.” Along two thirds of the way up on the eastern edge is a group of upright
standing trunks of unusual beauty and size just as they grew to many millions of years -
age. The largest of these petrified stumps is a redwood over five feet in diameter an
believed to be approximately one thousand years old when buried by volcanic debris.

A second type of petrified forest is believed to be the result of logs jamming at the mouth of a river, sinking
into the mud, and becoming petrified. The Petrified Forest of Arizona is an example of this type. Driftwood may
be deposited on the shore by the winds. Generally fossil wood which at one time was driftwood does not have
bark The fact may account for the lack of bark on the wood in Arizona.

s The Arizona forests are between one hundred and two hundred million years old. One stone
~ log, twenty feet wide and forty feet thick, flung across a ravine forms a natural bridge - the
. famed Agate Bridge.
The Arizona forests are composed of different forests varying in coloring. The Rainbow For-
. est is a multiplicity of colors, the Blue Forest is mostly carbonized sections, and the Black For-
st is brilliantly black. Many logs are white, some almost transparent, and make up the Second
1 Forest,
while the Third Forest displays large specimens as long as one hundred sixty feet.

The fossil wood is of three general types:
1. Jasperized wood predominantly bright red, some translucent, and variegated with a riot of colorless.
2. Small amounts of bright red wood are found, often with areas of nearly colorless quartz.
3. Section of dark or nearly black wood.

The opalized wood forests of central Washington run a close second to the famed forests of Arizona. An out-
standing feature in Washington is that the only fossilized ginkgo trees known in the world are found there. The
well known Ginkgo Petrified Forest is of the driftwood type. Of the ten thousand fossilized trees in this forest
only six have been identified as Ginkgo trees. The Ginkgo is one of our oldest and most primitive types of trees,
a direct ancestor of our modern tree, and is remarkable in that it has survived through millions of years while
other species have died out.

Nevada boasts of the largest petrified tree known in the world. It is fourteen feet in diameter and nearly three
hundred feet long. Another distinction in Nevada is that the woods of Virgin Valley are fully opalized with the
“fire” of the fire opal. __

A third type is that of scattered woods which may be covered in some manner, to &
become solidified later. For instance, rising water in a lake may completely cover a
forest and protect it from decay. Later on petrifaction may preserve the trees perma-
nently. Some of the woods in California, Nevada, Oregon, and central Washington
have this origin.

From Music City Rockette, Feb. 2002, via Breccia October, 2008 LN

Photos (not a part of the original article) are credited to Roger Weller/Cochise College.
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FIELD TRIP REPORT, Sideling Hill, Hancock, MD Combined Trip with
The Maryland Geological Society Saturday, July 18, 2009 By Gerald Elgert.

Although the day dawned with predictions of afternoon thunderstorms
and other minor inconveniences, five members of the Gem, Lapidary and |
Mineral Society of Montgomery County joined with twelve members of the
Maryland Geological Society on a combined field trip to Western Maryland ——= ' .
for Mississippian and Devonian fossils. Our day began with a lecture at the |_The Group at Sideling Hil
Sideling Hill Visitor Center, located on the National Road, just west of Hancock. Dr. Stan Dickenson,
a docent, told that in Mississippian times the area was covered by a large lake extending into what is
now eastern Ohio. The lower Sideling Hill sediments were probably deposited in an alluvial plain en-
vironment that was near to sea level some 330 to 345 millions of years ago. Dr. Dickenson related as
to how a collision between the North American and African continents, 230 to 240 millions of years
ago, resulted in this bit of mountain building that we see in Western Maryland. The resulting stress
compressed the earth’s crust to form erosion resistant sandstone capped ridges. The road cut now ex-
poses a cross section of this geology, now compressed into a tightly folded syncline. The intervening
valleys are underlain by soluble limestones and easily eroded shales. It is in these two geological

~__zones we would collect in an area that was possibly once part of the African

#48% continent.
4 Our first collecting site was on Sandy Mile Creek Road which is just a
y few miles to the east of the Sideling Hill. An abandoned glass stone quarry
now provides easy access to the Oriskany Sandstone. The formerly flat for-
| mation has been tilted ninety degrees and is highly -
= resistant to weathering in places.  In others the
8 sand grains, cemented together by calcium carbon-
ate, have weathered to loose sand that is highly
prized for sand boxes and play grounds. In search- |
ing through rubble accumulated at the base of the hillside, I began finding
abundant casts of Lower Devonian era marine fossils such as brachiopods i &= =
and a platycerid gastropod snail with a curled tail. Andy Muir was rewarded [  Echinoid (Sea Urchin)
for chiseling into the quarry wall, discovering the mold of a nice echinoid.
Jeff Weiss was happy with finding a finely detailed solitary coral.

Afterwards we followed the old National Road to the point of where it makes a hairpin turn around
and over the lower portion of the Sideling Hill ridge. Dr. Dickenson had related as to how tractor
trailers, in the days before the new road was completed, on icy winter or foggy days, would line up for
miles in navigating this route. The hill side below a communications tower g
provided easy access to a continuation of the Rockwell Formation, so promi
nent at the Sideling Hill road cut. Deposited some 340 millions of years ago
this Mississippian Era deposit produced a variety of interesting finds. Tom
Piscitelli found a slab of diamictite, an unusual combination of unsorted peb
bles, sand, clay - you name it — that is inconsistent with the usual lithology &
found in this strata. He also found some plates demonstrating slippage and S «
fracturing during the compression stages that formed the ridge and syncline. Diamictite
Kiyoshi Sasaki found the print of a horsetail and the impression of a scale

Andy Muir, Fumiko Shira-
kura and Kiyoshi Sasaki

tree. Everyone returned home with something and a big smile. There’s nothing to compare with col-
lecting at a beach on a mountain, especially on a piece of real estate that was once connected to the
African continent and almost in our backyards.

GLMSMC members attending: Leila Campbell, Jeff Cessna, Tom Cummins, Gerald Elgert, Andy
Muir and also friend of Leila, Linda Perry. Last Three Photographs by Gerald Elgert
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FIELD TRIPS
September 26 8:00 am to Noon, LaFarge Marriottsville Quarry. This
quarry is a marble quarry. Calcite, pyrite, and other sultde® been
found.

Please let Jonathan Harris know if you plan to attend
by September 12 so he can provide the quarry with an accurate hea
count and set up an additional visit if we are over the trip lifNib. one
under the age of 16 is permitted in this quarry.

The management has requested that we have no more than 15 people
in the quarry. If more than 15 sign up we can look to opening another
date. If you are a "maybe" and have potential conflicts, pleadena-

than know, <jgharris7@comcast.net> preferred, or call 301 545 0808 when you amghplease in-
form him when your plans are final. Note: If we have to limit people, Jonathiafirstisee if we can
have an additional trip and ask for volunteers. If that does not workijlltbem select people at ran-
dom who sign up by September 12. He will not give preferenceliosgimups. Because we want to
respect the quarry employee’s time please don't be a no-gkowshows will be noted and end up in
the back of the line for future fieldtrips.

Note required safety equipmentfor all trips: steel toed boots, hard hat, long pants, safety glasses,
gloves.

Directions: Addres41411 Marriottsville Rd. Take US 29 (Colesville Rd/Columbia PikeXiNor
to I-70. Proceed 4.1 Miles West on I-70 to exit 83. From the exip tarn RIGHT and go NORTH
on Marriottsville Rd. about 6 miles. The quarry entrance wilthee2nd entrance on the left after
Wards Chapel Rd. Please note there are several quarries aatteldle Rd. We are going to the
LaFarge one. We meet in the parking lot at the office for the safety briefing first.

Aurora NC. | have been informed that there will be no Aurora collecting #ils Note from The
Phosphate Corporation of Saskatchewan, (PCS): "The 2009 fall iosgihg season has been can-
celed. We are preparing to start running a fleet of haul tiincksighout and in the area of the fossil
hunting ramp. Plans are to move over 5 million cubic yards of miatatiathese trucks. With the
increased amount of truck traffic all the area including the se&#g for fossil hunting will be closed
until further notice.” Per note from Jennifer Wingard, our coordinator for Aurora.

SILENT AUCTION Thanks to Paul Vance for the donation of some
books on gem cutting which will be up for silent auction at the Sdygem
meeting. There are three copiesMidster Gem Cutting Tipdy Ge-
rald Wykoff which lists new for $17.95, and three copiedakter
Gem Polishingby the same author which lists new for $24.50.
These are two out of a whole series of 20 by the author.

ETIQUETTE REMINDER From time to time it is worthwhile to remind folks that when Look-
ing at another person’s specimen that you ask FIRST before haaditigng and honor “Do Not
Handle” labels. With polished stones it is important not to rulstibige since each rub diminishes the
polish. This has application whether at the show table or other places. (Thanks torfeaul) Va

Questions asked of the ranger by visitors to at Carlsbad Caverns National #atkrthi

mer: How much of this unimaginably huge cave is underground? So, what's in the unex-
plored part of the cave? Do you get snow in the winter in the lower levels? &toes B
Man live in the cave?



