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PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is  
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary 
arts, and related subjects”.  
 

REGULAR MEETING:  Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June.  
The Society will meet on Monday September 12th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 
Carnation Drive, Rockville.  The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us 
at 7:30 pm so come early, chat with old friends, and see what is on the Show Table.  
    The program titled "Mineral-Making Microbes" will be presented by 

Cara Santelli who is currently a Research Geologist and Assistant Curator of 
Minerals at the National Museum of Natural History.  Cara received her B.S. 
In Geology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and her PhD in from 
the MIT/Woods Hole Oceanographic Joint Program in Oceanography.  Her 
PhD was in Geomicrobiology - a new subdiscipline within the Earth Sciences 
that requires training in both Geology and Microbiology.  As a geomicrobiolo-
gist she investigates the interactions between microorganisms and minerals 
and how these interactions impact processes occurring on the Earth's surface.  
Specifically, she has studied microbes that inhabit lavas at the seafloor as well 
as microbes that can be used to clean up polluted environments through the 
formation of minerals!  One of the highlights of her research was going to the 
bottom of the ocean in the submarine Alvin - the same vehicle that helped discover hydrothermal vents (aka 
"hot springs") at the seafloor.  At the Smithsonian, Cara is continuing her research in Geomicrobiology as 
well as learning and studying the nation's finest collection of minerals and gems. 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  will meet Monday September 19th at the Home of Andy Muir.  
Board members are expected to be there.  Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you 
plan to attend at <amuir21@comcast.net> or phone 301 990 1370.  
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DEADLINE for Oct.  2011 Issue: September 26th 
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Photo from NMNH 
Web Site 

DUES & DON’TS  Congress needs to pay its bills and so do 
you!  Unless you have already paid, your membership in  

GLMSMC expired August 31, 2011.  Single membership is $15 
per year, Family membership (Which is defined as up to 2 adults 
and children under 18 years of age) is $20 per  year.   
NOTE: There is a $5.00 surcharge for renewals after a grace pe-
riod which extends to November 1st.  We pay dues for EFMLS/
AFMS affiliations and over $3.00 for insurance for each member 
over 10 years of age so when renewing,  list only those interested 
in taking part in Society activities.  Mini Miner’s and MOCKS  
Families are urged to join the Society and support efforts.   
We do not send out bills for dues bills.  This is it! (See Page 2)   ���������	
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DUES & DON’TS  (Continued) Send dues (check to GLMSMC) to Member-
ship Chairman Doug Baum, 11205 Golden Meadow Court, Germantown MD 
20876-1740.  If you have questions contact Doug at dbaum@gazette.net or call 301 
515 4641.                                                                                             
     Doug will mail your membership card(s) back to you if you send him a self ad-
dressed stamped envelope, otherwise you may pickup your card(s) at the September 
regular meeting.  If your phone number, address, E Mail address, or other vital in-
formation has changed since the January 2010 Roster or subsequent Rockhounders please let us know.  

DO IT NOW while you are thinking about it!  If you are willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail 
only, so note when sending in your dues.  Postal rates were again raised this year.   Don’t neglect pay-

ing your dues on time.   

 

REGULAR AND BOARD MEETING MINUTES   
Since no meetings were held during July and August, there are no Minutes 
 

COMBINED AFMS, EFMLS CONVENTIONS, and SYRACUSE Gem and Mineral  

Society 60th year anniversary Show  July 6 - 10, 2011        By Wendell Mohr 
      
     This event was outstanding and thoroughly enjoyable.  The Syracuse Society did a superb job of 
organizing and hosting the event and deserve the highest acclamation possible.   As AFMS Commem-
orative Stamp Committee Chairman and as EFMLS Liaison and GLMSMC Delegate I attended the 
business meetings of both AFMS and EFMLS. 
      
     On July 6th there was an AFMS Uniform Rules Committee meeting and American Lands Access 
Association meeting which I did not attend. 
      
     The July 7th AFMS meeting went smoothly with most reports of Officers, Directors, 
and Committees included in  a packet sent prior to the event.  A few things to report:   
1.  Emerson Tucker was authorized to sell hats with the AFMS Logo.  This is his person-
al project and they will sell for $10 - 12 including postage and the income over the $7.50 
cost will go to the AFMS Scholarship fund. 
2. A donation of 4 pieces of equipment was accepted from Hi-Tech Diamond (Retail value $1500, 
$500, $489, and $439.)   This is a donation and the company is not offered AFMS endorsement.  They 
offered 10% off orders for equipment when “AFMS 2011” is supplied on the order.  See 
<www.HITECHDIAMOND.com>. 
3.  The AFMS FRA program was authorized to issue 5 new badges: Fluorescent Minerals, Special Ef-
fects, The World of Miniatures, Reaching across Generations, and Maps. 
4. The Budget was passed with a few changes from the original proposal. 
5. The slate for next year officers presented by the nominating Committee was unanimously elected. 
6. AFMS Convention next year will be at Minnetonka MN, a suburb of Minneapolis, July 26 -29, 

2012 sponsored by The Minnesota Mineral Club. 
7. The Meeting Minutes and other convention news may be read at <http://www.amfed.org/news/

n2011_09.pdf>. 
 
     I did not attend the AFMS Scholarship Foundation meeting following the AFMS meeting, nor the 
President’s luncheon picnic.  
 
                   (Continued on Page 3) 
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The traditional “Cracker Barrel” 
Thursday was not a session for ex-
changing problems and solutions this 
year but rather a very nice social event 
held at the original Erie Canal Park in 
Camillus.  Beside the picnic gathering, 
the historic Sim’s Store Museum there 
was open and there was a narrated boat 

tour to a renovated aqueduct.  It was a perfect day Free to all attending the Convention. 
      
     The EFMLS meeting, held on a Friday evening, went smoothly with most reports of 
Officers, and Committees included in  a packet sent prior to the event.   
     A few things to report: 
1.   A balanced realistic budget was passed for the first time in my recollection.  Hooray!  
2.  The EFMLS Convention next year will be at Harrisburg PA, September 15 - 16, 2012.   
The host club is the Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club. 
3.  The slate for next year’s officers presented by the nominating committee was unanimously elected. 
4. The Meeting Minutes and other convention news may be read at <http://www.amfed.org/efmls/
efsept11web.pdf>. 
 
     The Show at the New York State Fairgrounds was open Saturday and Sunday July 9 & 10.  Admis-
sion was $6 with free return on Sunday.  It was a super event with 54 retail and 12 wholesale dealers 
offering wide variety of material.  There were 59 exhibits primarily in a side room plus a few in the 

main hall.  Ten were competitive exhib-
its with 7 receiving trophies for high 
quality.  Quality of all exhibits was 
great and there was good junior partici-
pation.  “UV Bob” had a large fluores-
cent tent.  There was a sluice, soapstone 

carving beading, and gem trees for children.  There were flint knappers and 
beading.  Workshops included making Hammered aluminum earrings, wire wrapped stone, beading, 
and making a wire crochet bracelet.  A lecture series offered 4 sessions on Saturday and another 4 dif-
ferent lectures on Sunday.  The EFMLS Endowment Fund auction took place Saturday afternoon.  
      
     The Awards Banquet Saturday evening included the installation of officers for both AFMS and 
EFMLS.  Recognition of AFMS Scholarship Awardee, Scholarship Fund awards, Each One Teach One 
awardees, “M” (Greatest increase in membership) awards, All American Club Award, Competitive Ex-
hibit awards, and EFMLS Citation award.  Special invited speaker was Bob Jones, Editor of Rock & 
Gem Magazine.  
 
     Sunday morning was the Editor’s and Web Master’s Breakfast.  A number of awards came to our 
Society.  Web Site competition winners were also announced.  See Page 7 for our awards and visit the 
EFMLS and AFMS web sites for complete information on all awards. 

 
     There were field trips to the Museum of the Earth at Ithaca, and the Syra-
cuse Erie Canal museum on Friday.  A trip to collect Herkimer Diamonds 
was scheduled for Monday following the show.  On Tuesday they offered a 
trip to East Bethany NY for fossils followed by a visit to Ward’s Natural 
Science Establishment in Rochester.   Great Job, Syracuse folks! 
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           SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS::::�
���������
� ��� Barbara Burr, Joyce Becker, Michael Buynak, Jeffrey Cessna, Cindy Cincotta,  
         Grant Cooper, Mary Crosswhite, Erich Grundel, Maureen Gunnison, Nicholas Gunnison,  
                              Emily Johnson, Alexandra Kindahl, Chris Luzier, Ingeborg McCright,  
                                  Jo Ann Mohr, Georgia Olmstead, Abbie Olshin, Elena Olshin,  
            Meredith Powers, David Smith, Yukako Yubuki, Sergiy Yakovlev. 
  
  

R. Weller/Cochise College 

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA (The MOCKS)   Ages 10-15 
             Meeting Date: September 12, 2011 Meeting time: 7:45 - 9:00 pm 
          Meeting Location: Sunroom Cafeteria at the Rockville Senior Center 
         

September 12th Meeting:  Why do some minerals glow in the dark and 
change colors under different light conditions?  Fluorescent aficionado, 
Andy Muir will “enlighten” us on these natural phenomena.  
“Ultraviolet” Andy will discuss the precautions neces-
sary to handle fluorescent minerals safely and will talk 
about the science behind fluorescents.   He will have a 
variety of specimens for us to examine, and attendees 

            will receive fluorescent samples to take home.  
 

For more information on the Future Rockhounds of America program, please contact:  
Holly McNeil at <fra_advisor@glmsmc.com> or 301-605-7179.   

 

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA  (MINI MINERS)  Ages 6-9 
Meeting Date: September 12 , 2011 Meeting time:  7:00 - 8:00 pm 
Meeting Location:  The Card room at the Rockville Senior Center 

  
For more information contact:  Linda Smith, Home Phone: 301-530-5007, <Tunacat107@aol.com>. 
  
September 12th Meeting: We will be discussing the Rock Cycle and examining sedimentary 
rocks.  We will have lots of samples for you to examine and we will try our hand at making our own 
sedimentary rock.   

    Parents are welcome to participate. 

Photos R.Weller/Cochise College  


